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ADVERTISEMENT. 



These volumes are offered by the 
Publisher as a new Edition and Selec- 
tion of Major H. B. Henderson*s Series 
of Anglo-Indian Sketches and Tales^ 
which, under the title of "The Ben- 
galee," were printed in England in 
1829. To these are added some, later 
Sketches from the same pen; the 
whole having originally appeared, with 
a few exceptions, in the " Oriental 
Ohserverr 

They were intended as illustrations, 
and slight general pictures of society 
and manners in India. It is hoped, 
they still present the same faithful 
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delineation— with the advantage of 
preserving, at the present ^ time, the 
record of certain traits, which are now 
growing somewhat obsolete, under our 
increasing intercourse with Europe, and 
the hourly changing state of Anglo- 
Indian society. 



Calcutta^ 
Uth AprU 1843. 
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THE BENGALEE. 



FIRST LOVE. 

But soft I — whom have we here ? 

SHAKBSPSARt; 

If it has been the lot of any of my readers 
to gain admittance behind the scenes of a 
Theatre, — an Amateur Dmry, for instance, — 
and to watch a poor Debutant for a few 
minutes before the opening of the scene, in 
all the trepidation of awaiting the fatal catch- 
word, which is to summon him to his ordeal, 
and bring him at once within the gaze and 
criticism of assembled hundreds! Be his 
courage what it may, or his assurance equal 
to that of a few gifted, and most happy individ- 
uals, still they must have observed his flushed 
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2 THE BENGALEE, 

cheek, colouring through the rouge, the trem-- 
bUng of his knee, the hesitation of his advance ; 
— andjthen listening to his first few sentences, 
have • distinctly caught the false and forced 
articulation of his words. At this moment the 
kindly portion of the audience usually feel for 
him; and there is an odd, and certainly not 
very pleasant sensation, busy in the heart of 
not a few of his friends. But wait awhile ; his 
confidence is abashed only, not destroyed; his 
courage hath only faltered, not wholly failed 
him. A single peal of applause calls him to 
himself; and treading more firmly and freely 
on the boarded arena, the same native assur- 
ance that brought him there at all, shines out 
imdiminished in its brazen splendour, and our 
new actor soon struts his busy hour, as bravely 
and gallantly as the best ! 

Thus it is, though no youngster, — ^no maiden 
novelist, duinking, yet sighing to see herself in 
print,-— though no new and gentle Tyro in the 
*' love-sick angle" of a newspaper; — ^thus it is, 
that even I feel, at furst starting into notice. 
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THE fi£i^OALE£« 3 

and rashly stepping forward into public obser- 
vation; — ^thus it is my cheek flushes^ my fingers 
tremble ; and, if eyes might risit me, in my 
interesting and awful predicament of inditing^ 
so should I seem the poor and lowly symbol of 

*• Fit timor, et pavida trepkiat formidine pectus V* 

And after all it is no such tiifling or exhilirat^ 
ing task, to throw one's^-self irrevocably on the 
judgment, for mercy is out of the question, of 
a host of critics ; — ^to know, that one fell sneet 
of condemnation may nip not only the bud- 
ding hopes of all my anticipations, and crush 
my fiiture mo^ amu^g lucubrations, but even 
doom their poor Author to the penalty of 
disowning his own handy work ; — aye, and bid 
him cry out louder than any one else against 
his banding, in the hope of preserving his then^ 
too necessary, too desirable incognito. But 1 
will not dwell upon so melancholy and unlook- 
ed-for a result Let me rather hasten forward 
to kind greetings and approvals; smiles firom 
&ir readers, and gracious perusal fi:om my more 

B 2 
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4 THE BENGALEE. 

grave and steady ones ; — and at length, ere the 
Bengalee shall have reached a green old age, 
may I bum to disclose who is the Author, and 
be restrained from the pleasing avowal, only by 
my own innate and most indomitable modesty. 
This modesty, which I thus early allude to, 
and announce, has been my bane through life: 
its only blessing, that it has made me a retired 
observer of others, even while it inculcated its 
lessons through the sad medium of many a 
inishap; and it may not prove iminstructive, 
or undiverting, if, in this first chapter, I offer 
a short account of my Indian life, or rather of 
the leading and controlling events of it It 
will serve, at all events, to bring the Bengalee 
and his readers to be better acquainted with 
each other. 

, I came out to India a few years after the 
close of the last Century ; so I shall at once be 
recognized as no imworthy usurper, as to stand- 
ing, of my style and title. But in what capacity 
I arrived, whether " in the service ; " whether 
as a tall Scotch Cadet, eager for pay, staflF- 
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THE BENGALEE. 

facings and promotion ; whether as an assistant 
to some great house of Agency, where time and 
usefiJness to the " Dear Sirs,^ may have adver- 
tised me into a two-anna share of their balance- 
sheet; or, whether as a ruddy-faced maker of 
Tirhoot and Kissenagur Indigo; all this must 
remain untold I Ere the Bengalee shall have 
imwoven the tissue of his tale, the truth may 
possibly be gathered from his pages ; but still 
by inference only; for ovir annual East India 
and Calcutta Directories are so good at index- 
ing names, rank, standing, and avocations, that 
he might as well blazon forth his cognomen 
and titles at kngth, in capitals, as give the 
clue to a secret, which every red book would 
then unravel 

On my first arrival it occurred, that I was 
for some time detained in Calcutta, where I 
saw every body; was, I am sure, known to 
every body; and yet recognized by nobody. 
My letters of recommendation and other cir- 
cumstances, procured me, at first, not a few 
dinners, where I sat silent, and little attended 

B 3 
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6 THE BENGALEE. 

to by those around me. My modesty never 
ventured to bov^r to my hosts and patrons 
elsewhere ; and they, in their short-sightedness 
and reserve, seemed as little disposed to notice 
me. Thus it very naturally foUowed, that in 
a few months I had the full and undisturbed 
benefit of my own most particular society and 
reflections: and thrown on niy own resources, 
I read much ; wooed the Muses a little ; and 
studied the Gamut, and Wragg's Flute 
Preceptor. Nay, I even bought a valuable 
Cremona at an auction, which I sedulously and 
noisily struggled with, till it brought me an 
impertinent chit firom my next-door neighbour; 
and I was nearly paraded under the great 
tree of fatal celebrity, for my retort to this 
gentleman of too sensitive organs. In fine, I 
caught at all methods of domestic amusement, 
which a bachelor can resort to, and at length 
saw the vanity of them all; when it occurred 
to me, that, as a Benedict only, could a 
modest, grave, and unobtrusive young man like 
myself, hope to secure a home, or happiness, in 
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THE BENGALEE. 7 

India. I pictured to myself a fond partner of 
my solitude ; a blushing sharer of my evening 
buggy — an affectionate and prattling com- 
panion at my daily board — an enlivening angel 
at my home, — ^her sigh and every thought and 
wish the echo of mine; and to crown the 
blissful pencilling, there shone a pair of deep 
blue eyes, which ever came to mingle with 
the scene, and brighten over my sketch; till 
their blue beaming grew into a necessarj^, 
component part of the design: — nay, seemed 
the Ught, the soid, the centre of my picture. 

To expound all this in due candour, it is 
necessary to detail, that I was a regular attend- 
ant at St John's Church, which at that time 
had not risen to the proudfer and more epis- 
copal eminence of a Cathedral. In a pew not 
far removed from my seat, gleamed the most 
captivating glances th^t ever shone from the 
bright orbs of youth, gentleness, and beauty. 
They were immediately before me ; — no won- 
der that they seemed at times to fall on me. 
Once or twice, methought, (and yet my 
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8 THE BENGALEE. 

modesty is unimpeachable,) the return of their 
bright influence was too quickly renewed, and 
too lingeringly allowed to rest, to be altogether 
the result of accident From that sad moment 
commenced my troubles; or, as at that delu- 
sive period, I so foolishly conceived, all that 
was dreamy and delicious upon edrth. The 
Prayer book, alas ! claimed not my perusal as 
it ought. Many an impressive inculcation of 
the Preacher lost more than half of its eflFect, 
for my eyes saw not the emphatic action of 
his arm, nor the look of convincingness that 
followed each rich flower of his rhetoric. The 
truth was, I fell desperately in love with the 
blue eyes before me, and hence all the fan- 
cyings and day dreamings which began to play 
the deuce with my bachelor habits; — ^hence 
my aspirings after matrimonial felicities, and 
my growing distaste for all present soUtary 
evils. 

" Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind !** 
so our immortal Bard declares ; but I thought 
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THE BENGALEE. 9 

yery differently. It were impious to suppose 
that those bright blue eyes looked not love; 
aye, and that they looked not love at me ! and 
though the saying may be true, that your grave 
and retired man is, after all, the most conceited 
and most self-upheld of all created beings, yet 
did I feel humbly assured that I was thie 
happy subject of her thoughts, even as she 
proved so ceaselessly of mine. Many were 
jny sleepless nights and restless days, till, at 
length, I wrought myself up to the deter- 
mination of a speedy consummation of the 
matter. How to effect it was another point 
I had soon found out the name and terrestrial 
abode of my blue-eyed charmer; nay, had 
brought myself boldly to gain an introduction 
to the family. K there be faith in glances, 
the fair Lucinda smiled on my first visit To 
find myself so near my happiness was beyond 
patience or slow endurance; so, in less than 
^ week (rather precipitate, it has since struck 
me, for so very modest a young man !) I 
indited on Bath paper a brief mention of my 
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10 THE BENGALEfi« 

pain; trusted my person was not disagreeable 
nor my views presumptuous; and concluded 
by entreating an early, and I would fain hop^ 
a favourable answer to my prayer. 

This note went off at half-past eleven pre-* 
cisely, on a hot and glowing morning of the 
month of May. ** 'Twas Love's own season T 

Woe's me I it was a wearisome and anxious 
time, up to past four in the afternoon, and 
yet no reply. Tlffen had been removed 
untouched. I had paced up and down my 
room till my feet refused their office; and 
yet when I flung myself despairingly upon 
the couch, in less than three seconds they 
had again to support me. My poor unofiend- 
ing nails, too were bitten to the very quick! 
At last five struck, and with it came my Bearer 
with the dread decider of my &te. It was a 
large business-kind of a letter ; — a half-official 
sort of packet methought, with huge bluff 
hand-writing; the very Omega to the Alpha 
of blue eyes. I opened it; — ^it was firom the 
Father of my Lucinda : — " He had just returned 
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THE BENaALEE; It 



from Cutchery, and seen Mr. ' s 

extraordinary application to his daughter, 

whose riiort acquaintance with Mr. 

prevented the posability of her acknowledging 
the favour. He trusted it would not be 
deehed uncivil his returning the note, which 
his family could only conceive to have been 
' forwarded under error, and certainly intended 
for some other lady" I 

An earthquake could not have produced a 
more sudden revolution in nature, than did 
this fell reply in destruction of my hopes. 
The bright blue eyes of former dreams were 
now changed to dark Gorgonic glances of aver* 
sion. I forswore all society, all intercourse; 
and but for an incident which occurred some 
years after, which brought me back to the 
world, in even kindlier and better mood than 
before, I should probably have remained the 
same sad and secluded misanthrope for ever. 

The incident I have just adverted to, must 
form the subject of some future Chapter. 
My seclusiop, however, was not altc^ether 
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12 THE BENOALEC; 

unattended with benefit The very quaintnesses 
and oddities of thought, which such a stat6 
gives rise to, are not without their worth; — 
nay, they may at times be instructive, or at 
least, amusing. We hang with the deepest in- 
terest upon the first remarks of a man relieved 
firom long bUndness; and though the paces of 
a late iinridden courser may be unpleasing ih. 
their roughness, yet the steed is essentially im- 
proved, and oftentimes of better value for its 
run a while amid its own native pasture and 
retirement. 
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THE BENGALEE. 13 



FATE OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN INDIA. 



On her bestbw'd 
Too much of ornament Milton. 



My introduction to my readers has already 
disclosed to them, that I am that most dis- 
consolate of all earthly beings, — ^a confirmed 
Bachelor; and fast verging also to the hapless 
appellation of an old one ! Like many others of 
the species, I am characterized by some, who 
do not know me intimately, to be somewhat of 
the same disposition, as the grave personage in 
Le depit amoureux, — "un etrange homme, et 
d'une humeur terrible." I was once written to, 
from the Writers' Buildings, by a round robin 
of young gentlemen, whose very Fathers were 
my contemporaries years ago, in Calcutta, to 

VOL. I. c 
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14 THE BENGALEE. 

beg I would enrol my name in a society of 
imfortmiates, which they had established and 
brought together, imder the designation of the 
JuwAB Club ; and of which they graciously 
tendered me the chair ! — nay, I was once 
gravely asked by a pert yoimg Miss, if it was 
really true, that I so resolutely and unalterably 
hated the whole sex ! 

Thank Heaven I howeveri I am known to a 
few staunch friends, who have been pleased to 
find something in me, to counterbalance the 
seeming repulsiveness of my habitual reserve. 
These have discovered a warmth of h^art, 
that would gladly repay them for their good 
opinion; and they can testify that I think 
more of my fair friends, than I woyld will- 
ingly confess; that I regret my present state 
of single blessedness, ofl^ner than I would 
avow ; and though I fain strengthen myself in 
my bachelor habits, and self esteem, by picking 
holes in the alleged felicities of my married 
acquaintances, yet the fabled Fox is shewn but 
too plainly in my criticising acumen; and 
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THE BENGALEE. 15 

envy, melancholy to say, too often betrays 
its pointless assailment, in my every objection. 

Tliis present Chapter will be devoted to a 
one of my stoutest and ablest attacks ; and 
as they are levelled at the Ladies themselves, 
let them answer them if they may. 

It would seem with our fair ones in tins 
clime, that when they once begin to think 
and act for themselves, and become their own 
mistresses, by safely arriving within the holy 
pale of matrimony, their first essay at inde- 
pendence is boldly to forswear those very arts 
and accomplishments, which had so aided to 
confer on them the distinction they enjoy, and 
which had raised them to the happy power of 
being able to please only themselves. They 
feel it at once necessary to pass censure on 
the officious and busy care of parents, guar- 
-dians, friends, teachers and others; and with 
our motto, and in the words of the Epic poet, 

they conceive that these 

" bestow'd 
Too much of ornament, in outward view 
Elaborate." 

c 2 
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16 THE BENGALEE. 

Eager^ therefore, to correct the error, they 
consign to merciless oblivion the entire iGruits 
of a painftd, and often very expensive course 
of instruction. The Piano, Harp, Drawing, 
and in fine, all the ornamental portions of 
education, are discarded as frivolous, and no 
longer interesting. Although the remembered 
instruments, or possibly newer and more costly 
ones, still prove the component parts of the 
fashionable household furniture, their sounds 
are to be awakened only by the hand of the 
stranger ; while the oblivious mistress suddenly 
proclaims her own entire ignorance of their 
use, and deplores her newly acquired incapa- 
city to touch them, 

** I never play now," is the reply of more 
than half the married ladies of the commu* 
nity here, and I might add of the British 
Indian possessions. In the Mofussil some 
allowance may reasonably be granted, fi:om 
the difficulty of preserving the proper means of 
continuing the accomplishment. At the Pre- 
sidency, however, where no obstacles exist. 
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THE BEKGALE&. 17 

^e might easily point out whole circles of the 
late most promising pupils of the first Englidi 
teachers^ whose fingers, during years of eternal 
practice, were busy only at Sonatas and 
Temas, who now not only decline to approach 
the Piano, but firom utter desuetude, in a very 
few months, are borne out by fact, when they 
assert their inabiUty to play. The Harp> every 
where, has some shew of excuse ; and is assur- 
edly a most troublesome and thankless instru- 
ment, to attempt to retain in proper tune or 
order. Like the other wished for harmonies 
of this life, some unhappy circumstance or 
other is always at hand to jar the hopes and 
endeavours of hours ; something damps or 
destroys the chords. The faithless tie, on 
which so much, nay, all depended, which had 
separated, and again and again been coaxed 
into seeming union and obedience to our 
wishes, now harshly and irrevocably severs, 
where nothing can replace or reunite I And 
at length, after days of loss and vexation, the 
heart flies away in disgust, to other and easier 

c 3 
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18 THE BENGALEE. 

sources of enjoyment It must be owned also, 
there is nothing on earth so melancholy, so 
truly dolefiil, as the disconsolate twang of 
a broken Harp string, — 

** Ea lapsm repente rainam 
Com tODita trahit,** 

moaning forth it's own sad tale of destruction, 
fipom within the unprotecting cover, or huge 
deal case in the comer! Again, it is almost 
politic in some fair follower of Orpheus, to 
abstain fix)m the Harp. It's annoyances come 
too full and frequent for the wellbeing and 
equanimity of the temper, and it may be 
mercy to the poor bridegroom, that this same 
luckless and tryii^ source of amusement be 
abstained from, even in the honey-moon. Yet 
I cannot conceive why the Piano is as early 
and entirely discarded, as it's sister instrument 
It's chords are less fiuil and faithless; it's 
tones more true and lasting; and though it 
gives not the same opportunity for the display 
of commanding gracefulness as the Harp, still. 
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THE BENOALEB. 19 

in sober seriousness I assert it, there is scarcely 
a more pleasing enjoyment in the hours of 
domestic relaxation, than that of listening to, 
and witnessing an unaffected, feeling, and lady- 
like performer on the Piano. 

I was much amused, not long since, on the 
occasion of a morning visit to a good old 
matronly Mamma of my acquaintance. The 
two eldest daughters were hard by in separate 
rooms, and busily engaged in seeming unremit^ 
ting practice. The eternal variations of two 
well-known tunes, up to the number of some, 
ten or fij^en, were most perseverii^ly and un- 
skippingly gone through : introduction, tema, 
variations, major, minor, finale, and all ! They 
were not allowed, of course, to join us in 
the sitting room, partly that their practice 
might not be disturbed, but principally, that 
I was looked upon as an utter impracticable. 
The good old lady, however, was by no means 
unfiriendly, or uncommunicative. She had a 
large packet, with half a dozen of closely 
written * crossed and recrossed' Europe letters 
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before her; and graciously repeated to mo 
portions of their, to her, most interesting con- 
tents. The third daughter at home had been 
taken up to London, to have the benefit of 
a season's finish by Cramer, and was said to 
promise unusual brilliancy of touch. Her 
Crayons too were delightful; and her pencil- 
ling, after the Bath school, with it's large 
single leaves, indescribable sprigs, and ever- 
to-be-counted foliage, most remarkable for it's 
proficiency. The dancing, by I know not 
whom, was also of great promise 1 Then there 
were such earnest dissertations ijpon, and 
delineations in her letters of the modes of 
education, adhered to with this yoimg lady. 
Sir Robert Peel's new BiU was of infinitely 
less importance ; and our Calcutta Stamp Tax 
a very jest to them. Such scrupulous devotion 
of periodical hours to each accomplishment; 
<rf portions of the day to every art: of the 
morning to one, the noon to a second, and 
the afternoon to a score of others 1 — ^Alas I 
thought I, and is all this waste of time, toil. 
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and youths and last, not least of the poor 
Husband's purse, to be cast away in pursuit 
of what wiU be utterly valueless and neglected, 
ere a few short years have wrought their 
change upon the thankless victim of the present 
most unprofitable care and unavailing anxiety. 
Yet all this toil in youth, and neglect in 
after years, is the case with nearly three 
families out of every five of my acquaintance. 
The married ladies sometimes assert, and it 
must be allowed with no light portion of 
truth, that the fault frequently rests with the 
gentlemen. The same tunes, the same endea- 
vours to please, which once never besought 
admiration, or at least attention, in vain, are 
now heard unheeded by their lords, nay, 
perhaps received with annoyance. The hooka 
bubbles out, just as loudly at the sweetest 
passage pf the song, or the softest adagio, as 
at the mere allegro or finale of some worn out 
concerto. The accompaniment of the flute or 
voice, once ever offered, is now scarcely 
granted even to solicitation; while, in fact, 
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all desire and attempt on the part of the lady 
to please, are gone, from the conviction of 
the fruitlessness of the exertion. 

Other Ladies contend that time now fails 
them. Their families have too much claim 
upon their proper attention, to admit of a 
relinquishment, as before, to simple accom- 
plishments of the world. In the same way 
their books, their dress, conversation, manners, 
and every agremen of Ufe, give way to the 
mere domestic functions of superintending the 
eating, drinking, nursing, clothing, and sleeping 
of their Uttle ones. It is true, the affectionate 
feeling, that prompts such exclusive employ- 
ment, is amiable, and indicative of one of the 
kindliest and most admired virtues of our 
nature. But it's very exclusiveness is it's fault ; 
and if the inspired son of the Psalmist has 
not erred in telling us there is a time in 
worldly concerns for all things, — there is 
surely also capacity in the foldings of the 
heart, for fuller and more diffusive affections 
than those, which cold, nay often times unkind 
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elsewhere, can concentrate only, and direct 
their force, like the inferior sharers of our 
creation, to the mere instinctive care and 
rearing of one's offspring! 

I shall close this essay by a short deUnea^ 
tion df such a character, by a young poetical 
acquaintance of mine ; and only entreat,* that 
it may not be deemed from the life, and too 
faithful a portrait 

Matema once I knew a hoyden maid, 

Lovely and joyous, every thing but — staid ; 

Blithe as the beaming of her playful eye, 

She woul4 waltz, romp, laugh, any thing but— sigh. 

I left her then, the gayest of the gay, 

Nor met Matema more for many a day ; 

When next I saw her, — Heavens and earth I — ^behold 

The awful change, a few short years had told ! 

She sat at home within her husband's hall 

Throned as a Mother / — ^here a baby small 

Scream'd on her lap, and there in basket laid. 

Slept on the floor a little two-years' maid : 

Pouting in comer, sulk'd a sturdy boy ; 

And nigh yon chair a missy shy and coy, 

Clung to it's arm, and ever and anon. 

Shrunk firom Mamma, who fain would draw her on. 

I ask'd in wonder,— -could this be the girl 

J once bad met in Fashion's giddy whirl ? 
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Now more than dowdy. — ^worse than slattern grown, 
With rumpled cap, and looser dressing gown ; 
Telling long tales of teething, and it's ills, 
Of lancing, leeching, purgatives and pills ; 
Of troubles dire from nursing, and from dhyes. 
Colds, coughs, and ru8hes,*-cholic and weak eyes ; 
Thrush, croup, and measles, — ^boils and vaccination. 
And hundred others,— dread enumeration ! 
There was no punkah, lest it's chilling air 
Should hurt the little host that nestled there : 
There was no light, — alas ! the cheering ray 
Was deem'd but glare, and thus in gloom they lay : 
There was no converse, save a Mother's cares. 
And save her watchings, frettings, and her fears :— 
In short, all life, — idea, — ^thought, — -joy was gone. 
She was a Mother^ — ^but was that — a/b/ie / 
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THE FUGITIVE. 



Mais enfin discourons de Paimable captive ! 

MoLIEBK*S L*ETOnBX>L 



At the entrance, from the south-west, into 
the beautiftd vale of Mukwanpore, in Nepaul, 
at the point where the clear waters of the 
Raptee first enter into the valley, after quitting 
their course among the hills, which rise per- 
pendicularly from the river, and almost darken 
it with their lofty and wood-crowned heights, — 
is situated the small and secluded post of 
Hettourah. It is discovered not long afi^r 
descending the Cheriaghattah pass; and during 
the second Nepaul campaign, in 1816, was 
the point, where the division under the personal 
command of the late lamented, and, alas I 
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unappreciated. Sir David Ochterlony, halted 
after turning the pass; and where they were 
afterwards joined by the detachment^ under 
Brigadier Burnett, which, as concerted by the 
General, had gallantly forced the famed pass 
itself by a direct assault on it's precipitous and 
stockaded heights. 

Nothing can eq^ceed the beauty of Het- 
tourah. The Goorkahs had avowed their 
approval of the site, by erecting a neat and 
i;tell-built description of post, or guard-house, 
with it's picturesque roofe carved and feshion- 
ed after the manner of China. At this spot 
the river, though deep, is far from broad, but 
exhibits that glassy clearness peculiar only to 
mountidn streams. It's finny inhabitants are 
distinctly seen in shoals, gliding over the peb- 
bles and rocks, which gem it's farthest depths, 
and among them, the bright coloims of many re- 
semble those of our northern trout : they were, 
in fact, originally mistaken for them by our 
coimtrymen. Reflected also in every possible 
hue, on the bosom of the water, are the 
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many species of trees clothing the hills, as 
they rise almost perpendicularly from the 
river;— their range forming with the Cheriag- 
hattah heights, a narrow and most stupendous 
amphitheatre above the valley. 

At the period in which the following little 
tale is dated, the army under Sir David 
Ochterlony had retired for some months from 
Nepau!; and our Resident had long since 
taken his post at Catmandoo, as stipulated at 
the peace. There were the usual suite, with 
a small escort, with this representative of the 
British Government at the Nepaul Court ; and 
the treasure necessary for their salaries and pay 
was periodically sent from Patna, under the 
charge of a party of Sepoys, commanded by 
a subaltern officer. It was usual for the guard 
to proceed through the Saul forest on leaving 
our territory, and then marching by Bechia- 
koh, and the Cheriaghattah Pass, descend 
to Hettourah, and there await a party from 
the British escort at Catmandoo, the capital of 
Nepau]^ which received charge of the treasure, 
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and enabled the sepoy guard forthwith to return 
to our provinces. 

Lieutenant Raymond, with a detachment of 
eighty men of one of the Bengal Regiments of 
Native Infantry, in the month of December, 
1816, had been employed on this duty: he had, 
that very morning, deUvered over the treasure 
to the Resident's escort, at Hettourah, and 
was preparing to return again towards Behar 
on the following day. The usual strictness 
of duty, necessary in guarding treasure, was 
not lost sight of; and although the money 
had been safely consigned over, still the habit 
of discipUne enjoined the continuance of the 
same military precautions, with the detachment; 
and the regular sentries, before sun-set on 
that evening, were being posted as usual, around 
the little encampment. 

Young Raymond was naturally of an ardent 
and romantic turn of mind; although it had 
been the fashion with him, during the few 
years of his Indian career, to repress it's feeUng, 
and among his lighter military contemporaries, 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



THE BENGALEE. 29 

to disown it's very existence. He was partic- 
ularly struck with the beauty and grandeur of 
the scene around him. Wandering in the vici- 
nity of his tents with the usual accompaniment 
of oiu: detached officers, a favourite gun, his 
thoughts dwelt for a time on the majestic view 
before him. Then reverting to the more distant, 
yet fondly remembered, and regretted objects 
of home, which gradually became associated 
with the feeUng of solitude and desertiedness 
that the place awakened, — ^he sighed at his 
separation from all that he had once held dear. 
His present few hopes and future prospects 
came gloomily before his view, and his mind 
sank into that train of desponding thought 
which, it must be confessed, is too often the 
fate of the younger officers of our native army 
to suffer ; cut off, as they are from every early 
friend, and thrown often into solitary and 
cheerless duties, with few anticipations of bright- 
er prospects, to cheer them in their perform- 
ance. Like the young lover in the well-known 
tale of the Pirate^ he scarcely bethought him of 
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his gun, until he at length listlessly, and almost 
unconsciously, fired at some birds which were 
sailing afar in the still sir above him. The 
report not only aroused him from the dream 
where his fency had conveyed him, but awak- 
ened the sleeping echoes of the mountain, till 
the reverberated sounds seemed to mock at 
the late din of war, which, but a few months 
before, had thundered in the vicinity of the 
same scene. He half started, and looked 
around, at this moment, upon the steep and 
woody side of the hill near him, he perceived 
several Goorkah soldiers scrambling down from 
bush to bush, and tree to tree, apparently not 
A little quickened in their motions by the report 
of his fowling piece. 

Without apprehension for his party, which 
could defend itself he still naturally thought of 
the treasure which must now be litde beyond 
the fort of Mukwanpore, on it's ,way to 
Catmandoo. He was wondering within himself 
at the probable cause of the Goorkahs lurking 
in his neighbourhood, when his orderly came 
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hurrying towsirds him, and announced that two 
strangers had precipitately fled into the spot 
where the guard was encamped, while a party 
of Nepaulese soldiers, as if in pursuit, were 
halted in the immediate vicinity, and their 
leader had demanded to be admitted to the 
presence of the English Sahib. Raymond 
quickly sought his encampment On the way, 
his Subadar met him, and in a few words 
apprised his officer that a female, veiled and 
closely concealed, but evidently of rank, from 
the immense value of an Hindoostanee bracelet 
which she had profiered to the sentinel, who 
first endeavoured to prevent her seeking refuge 
at the tents, accompanied by an old and weary 
Goorkah, had, for some cause or other, thrown 
herself upon the protection of the Sepoy 
detachment 

On Raymond's drawing nearer, the Goorkah 
himself came up as quickly as his faint and 
trembUng limbs would seem to permit, and 
casting himself implorii^ly at his feet, entreat- 
ed^' in the name of Heaven, that he would grant 
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safely and protection to his daughter and 
himself, and not deliver them up to the 
Goorkah soldiers, who were in immediate 
pursuit, and indeed, at that very moment 
within sight and hearing of the camp. 

"Who are ye, then?** enquired Raymond, 
" and why thus in flight from your own coua- 
try men?" 

" My child and I,** he eagerly replied, **have 
escaped from slavery; nay, from death itself; 
and hearing of your party at Hettourah, have 
reached it to cast ourselves at your feet** 

At this moment they were interrupted by a 
Sepoy, who informed the oflScer that the Goor- 
kah sirdar of the party at hand, attended by 
three or four of his military followers, sent 
his greeting and compliments to the English 
captain, and urgently requested to be admitted 
to his presence. 

"There can be no reason for declining 
the request,** said Raymond, turning to the 
subadar; "but have a few steady men in 
readiness to attend here should I need thenu'* 
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The Goorkah was accordingly ushered to 
the spot wher^ Raymond was standing; his 
few followers keeping at a little distance in the 
rear. After the customary salutaticHis, he res- 
pectfiilly, but still authoritatively, or rather as 
if he thought his solicitation admitted of no 
possible refusal, requested that the two ftigitived 
jfrom the Nepaul Court, for whose seizure he 
had the royal order and seal, and whom he 
had closely followed and traced into this 
encampment, might be dehvered up to his 
armed party. The party itself, in compliment 
to the British officer, he had halted at a short 
distance. 

^^ Yonder old man," he continued in good 
Hindoostanee, pointing to the aged stranger, 
who, in the extremity of fear, was shrinking 
behind Raymond and the Subadar, and tremb- 
ling for his very life, — ^^ yonder traitor is the 
male fugitive and thus I arrest him P exclaimed 
he, making a movement at the same time, as if 
to seize his person, while the few followers 
approached quickly to second him." 
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<* Hold !" said Raymond, calmly, .but peremp- 
torily ; " this is my gromid while I encamp 
here, and not a foot that has voluntarily sought 
it's sanctuary shall quit it by force, or without 
my free permission. Who are these fugitives ? 
and whence is your authority to seize them ?** 

«<Sir,'' replied the Goorkah, "I have the 
authority of my superiors; of the rulers of the 
soil These people are their subjects; and 
offenders against the law. They are escaped 
slaves from the Zenanah of our Chief and 
Prince, Bureah Ummr Sing Thappa." 

** But what is their offence ?^ enquired the 
Englishman ; ** and why came they here ?** 

" Go, — ^ask the fickle frailty of woman, why 
the girl-slave has fled her bower," rejoined the 
Chief; " and bid the wanton fool tell you why 
she has seduced yon hoary traitor as the part- 
ner of her flight I know not, care not; — my 
orders are to seize and conduct them to the 
fate they merit" 

At this instant, bursting from the tent which 
had afforded her shelter, like a fairy glance of 
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light, the veUed fonn of the female object of 
their discussion darted forward to cast herself 
at the feet of Raymond. She still held her 
veil around her, but contrived to cling with one 
arm to the knee of the astonished Englishman, 
and throwing her head in the eastern style of 
lowly prostration to his very feet, faintly 
shrieked out for his protecting and saving 
n^ercy to herself and parent 

^^ Parent!^ sternly e:5claimed the Goorkah 
chiei^ " is it thqs, wanton I thou bast titled thy 
paramour, and the dotard partner of thy flight ! 
Sahib," he continued, addressing Raymond, 
'^yon abject and di^raced being is the slave 
ahd late favoured minion of Unmir Thappa! 
and that traitor, now trembling, behind yom 
the foul instrument of her guilt, whom she bas 
seduced to aid in her escape. May I claim 
yopr permission to remove them ?" 

There were few incidents that, in one brief 
moment, could have excited such intense 
interest in the mind of Raymond, as the 
sudden, but pfdnftil, scene before bim. At his 
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feet was a young trembling female^ and at his 
side her aged companion, both breathlessly 
suing, as it were, (or life at his hand; and 
awaiting, in death-like anxiety, the coming fiat 
of his resolve, which might either snatch them 
firom impending fate, or consign them at a word 
to inevitable and immediate destruction. He 
gazed in silence at the timid creature at his 
knee, whose beauteous arm was yet clinging 
to him convulsively, and at length tumii!ig 
abruptly to the Goorkah Sirdar, " If Ummr 
Sing," he exclaimed, ** were here himself, and 
with his legions of myrmidons to back him, he 
should not thus seize the poor suitor for my 
protection! So apprise him, and the Superior 
who sent you !" 

** May the God of thy Fathers protect and 
repay thee I" murmured out the faint voice of 
the suppliant at his feet; and immediately, as 
if the energy which terror had lent her, had 
now failed, under the changeful violence and 
intensity of her new emotions, she sank sense- 
less on the earth, where her delicate form had 
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already prostrated itsel£ Ere she came to her- 
self there had been a long and angry discus^ 
sion between the Englishman and the Goorkah 
Sirdar. The latter had tried every means of 
persuasion, entreaty, and once or twice of open 
menace, to induce the British oflBcer to relin- 
quish his protection to the fugitive. He stated 
that his own life would atone for non-com- 
pliance with hid orders ; and that he durst not 
return to Catmandoo T^thout the desired object 
of his pursuit; he- adverted to the strength of 
his own party in the neighbourhood, till finding 
all of no avail, heat length tauntiDgly exekdm- 
ed, ^^Is it for this abandoned woman, — ^this 
shameless wanton and her paramour, that you 
brave the awful consequences of their deten^ 
tion?'' 

At these words, which had evidently reached) 
the recovering perception of the young female, 
she slowly > raised herself ^ from the earth ; 
declining, however, the proffered assisttoce of 
Raymond.; wad turning to the Goorkah leader, 
excldjned, ^^ Thou breathest falsehood, base 
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and unmannered slave I Come hither," said shd 
conunandingly to the old man ; '^ come hither, 
thou poor companion of my danger T Then 
rising up, and holding him forth to the view of 
Raymond, whilst, by tins graceful and impres- 
mve movement, her veil was thrown back, and 
floated on her shoulders, she mildly yet feel- 
ingly exclaimed, — ** Is this my paramour ? 
The parent herself of the haughty chie^ from 
whose walls I have fled, lived not on earth 
more saintly pure, than breathed my every 
thought towards this aged and fidthflil partner 
o£ iny flight ! — ^Nay," she continued as she 
looked with scorn towards the Goorkah, till her 
gentle figure seemed to wear the character even 
of dignity, *^ was it not enough that I abhorred 
thy Prince ? Dost thou belie, and question 
the instinctive terror of the fewn which bids it 
flee the wolf? or must thou revile the prey 
that shrinks from the murderous stoop of the 
felcon?" 

It is scarcely possible to conceive a more 
beautiM creature than she who so emphatically 
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uttered this haughty vindication of her fame 
and flight Her dark hair had been braided 
back after the eastern manner^ but in her late 
exertions and terror^ had partly escaped from 
it's confinement^ and it's gUstening and silken 
tresses were falling in rich provision on her 
shoulders. Her forehead, however, was scarcely 
shaded by them, and though it betrayed less 
fidmess than woulct hav^ belonged even to the 
warm South of Europe, was yet any thii^ but 
dark ; and displayed rather that indescribably 
pure and clear complexion, so peculiar to some 
of the &ir daughters of the remote East Her 
eyes, during the moment that they flashed 
indignation at the insult ol the Goorkah Sirdar, 
were large and brilliantly dark, but the long 
and deep-fringed lids of her country so often 
the theme of the Eastern Poets, soon fell 
shadingly over her glances, as the feelings of 
habit and retiring shame recalled her to a sense 
of her unveiled situation amidst the gaze of 
strangers. She now looked timidly down, and 
drawing her veil again closely and gracefiilly 
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around her^ seemed to< entreat permission to 
withdraw &om a scene so fraught with appre- 
hension; and seek in the nearest tent a 
retirement, more suited to her wishes, and 
the secluded customs of her coimtry. 

As Raymond signified his acquiescence with 
her entreatyj and desired those near him to 
convey her to his tent, the Goorkah, after 
briefly recapitulating the danger of the course 
pursued by the Englishman, abruptly withdrew, 
Thei^e is a bluntness and independent sturdiness 
in the Gkxnrkah character, which had attracted 
the notice of our countrymen, in their opera^ 
tions against their late enemy, and Raymond 
was not a little surprised, therefore, at the ease 
with which he had got rid of this military 
claimant for the fugitive. But in truth, the 
Sirdar was uncertain what course to adopt, and 
felt himself fettered in the duty entrusted to 
him. The orders he had hastily received from 
the Goorkah Authorities to piursue the escaped 
pair, provided for no contingency like the 
-unthought-of intervention of the British 
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detachment ; while the strict injunction to the 
frontier guards^ of which his party formed a 
^part, to avoid all collision with, or possible 
cause of offence to their late invaders, para- 
lyzed his wishes. This he more than hinted 
to the Lieutenant when intimating his own 
desire to adopt force, where his entreaties had 
so entirely fSuled. The Go<»kah soldiers, who 
in fiict were more numerous than the Sepoys, 
were shortly afterwards led off from the 
neighbourhood; and the quiet post of Het- 
tourah was again left to the undisturbed po&* 
session of the officer and his detachment 

The sun had by this time completely set, and 
in the shady valley of Muckwanpore, the darkm 
ness of night was fast descending. Raymond 
bethought of precautions to guard against any 
retiim of the irritated Gowkahs; and now 
the circumstances in which he suddenly found 
himself involved, came forcibly to his reflection* 
He was at a considerable distance from the 
outer confine of the Saul forest, where our own 
frontier commenced, and before him lay the 
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Cheriaghattah pass, where, in it's present state^ 
even a few men might effectually cut off his 
retreat There were other points also of. 
almost equal difficulty of passage, if his oppo- 
nents were prepared to avail themselves of 
these advantages. After conferring, therefore, 
with the Subadar, the Lieutenant made arrange- 
ments for speedily breaking up from their 
present encampment Marching by night is 
by no nieans unusual with our detachied parties 
of Sepoys, and is generally perferred, as more 
in consonance with the climate ; but here, 
circumstances left Raymond little alternative ; 
and even the appearance of thus retiring from 
the vengeance of the Goorkahs, was preferable 
to the certainty -of early violence and bloodshed, 
if their soldiers returned with ftdler orders, and 
better means of enforcing them. 

A small portion of a Sepoy tent was now 
pitched {^part for Raymond, after he had given 
instructions for such means of comfort as could 
be procured from within his own detachment for 
it's unexpected guest He sent for the aged 
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stranger, who could give but little information, 
either as to the history, or cause of the flight, 
of his Mistress. It appeared that he held some 
subordinate situation in the Zenanah of Ummr 
Sing, and won by the kindness and presents of 
the young and lovely favourite of the chief, 
who had been brought into his residence only 
a few months before, — ^it was said, from Hin- 
doostan, — ^he was induced to assist in her 
escape to the Company's provinces. Further, 
that ascertaining the date of the expected 
arrival of the British treasure, they had planned 
to reach Hettourah on the same day as the 
guard. So closely, however, were they pursued, 
and so early was the discovery of their flight, 
that they had only gained the sanctuary by a 
few hundred paces, and were actually in sight 
of their pursuers at the moment of reaching the 
encampment 

Before midnight the tents were struck, and 
having placed the female in a palankeen, which 
was fortunately with them, they moved on 
Silently and guardedly towards the pass. It 
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was Strange^ how deeply they very Sepoys 
seemed to ent^ into the interest of thes^ 
<x;currences ; they were whispering together 
as they marched on^ and appeared each to 
be as anxious for the safety of their young 
and mysterious charge^ as if her appeal had 
been made individually to ev^ private of 
the detachment There was not among them 
one who would not freely have sacrificed his 
Kfe for this object of their solicitude; — ^not from 
the same high spirit of romance that influenced 
their officer^ but partly from the feeling that 
she was escapiiig from their late opponents 
the Goorkahs^ which conferred, they thought, 
some litde honour in the rescue; and mcnre, 
that the event itself, sanctioned too by their 
officer, was just of the description to work 
upon the nature and Rajpoot pride of this 
easily-led class of soldiery. It has been the 
fashion of late to decry them, and disregard 
their quiet and unobtrusive services ; but, from 
what source shall we replace so docile, so little 
expensive, yet so brave a body as the Rajpoots 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



THE BENGALEE. 45 

of our Upper Provinces! Orators, we know, 
love to call British India, the "Empire of 
opinion ;** but, it is the Empibe of Sepoys: 
and woe to it's rulers, when they shall venture 
to neglect this main spring, this too critical 
secret of it's mechanism! 

Towards daylight they found themselves in 
the narrow and rugged way, which winds along 
in continued ascent, till it comes to the difficult 
and more precipitous approach to the key of 
the pass itself, situated at the extreme height 
of the Cheriaghattah ridge. The traces of 
the prepared road, over which the heavy 
ordnance of the British Army had been trans- 
ported in the war, by the incredible exertions 
of elephants, the aid of cables and blocks 
ftffixed to trees, and other means, were now 
wholly obliterated by the late months of 
periodical rain: but the line of ascent and 
the direction were stiU the same, and made 
it evident that a few such positions in the 
hands of determined defenders, would effec- 
tually check the proudest and best equipped 
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urmj that ever inarched to invasioiu Immen&e 
jetting rocks here and there seemed to obstruct 
all access; theur crests were reached only by 
climbing with difficulty the broken path which 
wound around them ; and which^ when gained^ 
formed steps, or resting places, for the weary 
toilers up the height On finally reaching 
the vicinity of the extreme summit, Raymond 
distinctly heard the shout and shrill whistle 
of the Goorkahs, and distinguished, through 
the haziness of the opening day, several fornm 
above him, whom the approach of his party 
was putting into confiision« He halted his 
advanced and leading files, and then moving 
on with care, and decision, soon reached 
the summit He there heard the continued 
diouts, and perceived the descent and escape 
of a small body of men, who had been busy 
stockading near the crest of the ridge; and 
had they effected their purpose, and but a few 
hours more been granted to them, a whole 
brigade might have fidled to force a point, 
which their defence then must completely have 
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commandecL He paused not, but at once com- 
menced his descent, and after a few hours 
reached the rocky and broken bed of an ex- 
hausted mountam torrent, which now led it's 
open way for miles, to the commencement of 
the Saul forest at Bechiakoh. 

At this latter place, it was Raymond's inten- 
tion to have halted and refreshed his men ; he 
betook himself to the side of the palankeen, 
the doors of which were kept carefully closed, 
and which was moving on, assisted by many, 
and well guarded on either side. To the res- 
pectfrd enquiry and expression of his hope, 
that it's gentle inmate was not much fatigued 
or distressed by their late perilous ascent of 
the pass, he received a kind and grateful 
answer. The hills at this point were more 
abruptly scarped in their heights, and at one 
part, cliffs completely overhung the bed of the 
mountidn torrent It was here, and at the 
moment that he retired from the side of the 
palankeen, that a shot whizzed past his leading 
files, followed by several others, with the 
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running report of either matchlocks or mus- 
quets, on the heights above them. Fortu- 
nately they were not repeated, nor was any 
effort made to return them; they would seem 
to have been but the insult or warning of a 
few angry Goorkahs, sent forward to scout, 
and watch the moving detachment Whatever 
they were, the necessity of getting clear of the 
forest, if possible by that night, was now 
apparent to Raymond. This hejnentioned to 
his men, who though weary and fiitigued, gave 
a shout of cheerful and hearty acquiescence 5 
and Iregardess of what they had suff(M:ed, the^ 
little band continued on its way, and soon 
entered the solemn shade of the deep and 
towering forest of the Teraiee. Slowly and 
cautiously did the Sepoy detachment proceed 
through the still depths of the wood, which 
were now leading to the open plains in their 
front The men, who had tasted nothing on 
the wuy, but the dry prepared gridn which 
they had with them in their knapsacks^ were 
begiiming to exhibit symptoms of extreme 
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weariness aiid exhaustion. Many would gladly 
have braved all that could have assailed them, 
on hdting in their present position^ rather than 
encounter the more distressing fatigue of the 
remaining portion of their toiL But an occa- 
sional shout in their rear, and on their flanks ; 
and once the report of a gun, which was dis- 
tinctly answered by two successive shots in the 
remoter distance, gave them to understand that 
their course was still watched and beset Ray- 
mond clearly perceived that it would involve 
the most serious public consequences, if his in- 
terference in behalf of the distressed fugitive 
led to any actual fray, or bloodshed, between 
the troops of the two nations, and for this rea- 
son, he determined to reach Pursah, or some 
other open situation on our own territories, 
before he halted. The day departed while he 
was still far from his destination; and never 
did benighted traveller more gladly hail the 
twinkling of the cottage light, that beamed 
to him of safety and coming repose, than did 
Raymond and his wearied p^ty welcome the 
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ruins of the late post of Samrah-bass, at the 
western entrance of the forest, which they at 
length came upon, in the deep gloom of the 
night They were now soon clear of the strag- 
gling trees, and in less than an hour had 
reached the wished-for vicinity of Pursah ; — 
a post so sadly notorious in the war, for the 
destruction by the enemy, of an entire detach- 
ment of our advanced troops. Here they 
found a small guard which had been left, with 
spare tents and other heavy baggage of their 
party, deposited at this place, before entering 
the rugged and difficulty route just quitted. 

A tent was soon pitched, and Raymond 
conducted his interesting and grateful guest 
to it's shelter : he lingerd for a moment at it's 
entrance, still to tender his polite and respects 
ful offer of farther service ; but the retiringness, 
and anxious shrinking from observation of his 
lovely and timid charge, soon convinced his 
truly respectful and mp-nly feeling, that the 
same little attentions it would have been 
incumbent on him to' offer tp ^ f^-ir country- 
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Woman of his own, were here unwished for, 
and even painfiil to the seclusion of Eastern 
habits. He retired, and all was soon stillness 
and repose in their new encampment: not a 
sound stirred in the lonely hours of nigh^ 
or broke upon the silence of the plain ; save 
only the wakeM challenge, and "all's well" 
of the sentinel 5 or the sudden and causeless 
bark of some native dogj the faithful but 
neglected follower of the Sepoys* 

In a few days they reached Bettiah, where 
it was resolved to halt some time, for the 
purpose of refreshing the cattle. On the 
way, Uttle had occurred worthy of notice. 
Every attention and respect had been paid to 
the beauteous stranger, and Raymond could 
not but remark the continued intense feeling 
of devotion to her, that had been excited 
throughout his whole detachment Her wealth 
and generosity, indeed, appeared boundless, 
and already, through the aid of the old 
Goorkah and some others with the party, she 
had attached to her from the neighbourhood, 
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a small but respectable train of attendants* 
The costly jewels on her person secured these 
meanS; and it may be almost unnecessary to 
explain that the native kdies of India do not 
hesitate to disburse one by one the pearls 
of their necklaces^ or other portions of their 
jewels, whenever their circumstances require 
it. Their wealth frequently consists only in 
their ornaments, which are accumulated for 
the purpose of being so disposed of: and 
thus the habit carries with it none of the 
shame or reluctance with which a fair sister 
of Europe would shrink to part with her 
smallest trinket 

The expression of sincere gratitude to her 
deUverer seemed, however, to be now the 
leading and ceaseless wish with the young 
stranger; numerous were thie little Eastern 
and characteristic modes of it's display. Every 
morning on his breakfast table, Raymond 
discovered some flowers tastefully arranged by 
herself; which her attendants must have been 
at some pains in searching for, from the vicinity 
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of their daily route : and the day before their 
arrival at Bettiah, it appearing that they had 
foiled to procure the accustomed offering, there 
was presented to him, in their stead, a small 
prepared rose, such as the inmates of Eastern 
Harems love to shape and arrange from their 
delicate and coloured muslin. The whole was 
* scented, and the stem entwined by a string of 
beautiful pearls. Gratified as Raymond was 
by this kindly token of her feeling towards 
him, our young soldier was hurt and distressed 
on receiving the pearls. They were, perhaps, 
iri'compUment only, but still they seemed to 
him as a gift, almost a remuneration for his 
services ; and his native delicacy recoiled from 
their acceptance. It must be confessed that 
the romance of Raymond's heart had been, for 
some days, most busy in the re-assertion of it's 
awakened empire. The glimpse he had for a 
few moments caught of the fugitive at Hettou- 
rah; the loveliness of her features; and the 
circumstances themselves under which she had 
been thrown upon his notice and protection; 
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were now ever present in his waking and sleep- 
ing dreams. The weaker sex of India had 
appeared to him but as a degraded and mind- 
less portion of humanity; and those he had 
hitherto seen, had led him too readily to 
confirm the truth of his appreciation. But 
here he had found a young creature, loveliness 
itself, with a soul of aiterprise and energy* 
beyond the common stamp, and yet more gentle 
and timid even than our fondest poets had 
delighted to pourtray in their glowing pages of 
Eastern imagery. Her mysterious and deli- 
cately retired manner, too, had &stened with 
so touching an interest on his imagination ;— 

** Like aogbt that for it's grace might be 
Dear, aiid yel dearer for it's mystery I*'— 

that it would have required fiir less of romantic 
soil than his heart presented, to have received 
there a deep and too glowing impression. 

His every thought was now engrossed by the 
fair stranger ; and he soon arrived at that stage 
of aroused feelings, when the admiration is too 
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powerftdly excited for the colder judgment to 
investigate it's object, or enquire it's meaning. 
The pearls he returned, with as much of com- 
pUment, and kind explanation of the cause, as 
his knowledge of the language enabled him to 
convey through her emissary : and they were 
not again forwarded to him; but during the 
day, he received a respectful entreaty to attend 
at her tent on the following morning. 

It would be difficult to describe the restless 
eagerness with which Raymond looked forward 
to this interview. At the appointed hour he 
was in attendance at the tent, and was immedi- 
ately ushered on to the interior, where he ol> 
served that one-half had been veiled, or cinrtain- 
ed off; and with a feeling of disappointment, at 
once comprehended, that he should not be 
permitted to approach nearer, or see the late 
object of his incessant thoughts. There was a 
short pause, which was broken by the dehcate 
and gentle voice he had heard so interestingly 
in terror and vindication at Hettourah. It 
conveyed a simple compliment, but it's every 
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tone was intently listened to; ahd wh^ii, £u§ it 
seemed^ the emotions of grateful recollection 
were overpowering to the fair speaker, and her 
voice fidtered as she dwelt on his generous and 
noble prptection — ^he interrupted her with an 
entreaty not to thank him, for having simply 
performed a pleasing duty; in which every 
member of his country or profession would 
have yielded life itself^ rather than have shrank 
jfrom the same Uttle service he had been so 
happy as to aflFord her. 

" I had heard this," she replied, " and had 
prepared myself to meet this generous conduct; 
and yet when I now experience it, my lips 
have Utde learned to speak their gratitude as 
they ought Brave Englishman! I must no 
longer burthen your kindness; I leave this 
place to-morrow." 

"Leave this!" exclaimed Raymond, as the 
intelligence jarred on every chord of his heart ; 
and the surprise of his exclamation betrayed 
that so sudden a closing of his dream, was as 
little contemplated as approved ; " nay, not so 
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ration, ^ 

" All is prepared," she continued ; " my 
people have arranged for my departure ; a 
suitable escort has been engaged, and it only 

remains for me to .'^ She paused for some 

time, nor was the silence broken in upon by 
Raymond, whose bosom was at that moment 
the scene of too many conflicting thoughts to 
admit of speech. At length she resumed, 
" I could have wished to disclose to you 
some circumstances of my fate, which might 
remove the impressions my late fearfiil flight 
may have given birth to ; buty I dare not t 
It were shame to many, certain ruin and 
foul disgrace to a few in high honour and 
alliance with your nation, who are still dear 
—oh ! how dear to me 1 even while I shudder 
at the cruel and finiidess sacrifice to traiter- 
ous policy, which betrothed, and consigned 
me to the abhorred Prince of your enemy! 
The insolent man who pursued me to your 
camp called me the slave of Ummr Sing : well 
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be knew me to be no slave ! But I must leavd 
this afflicting subject ; alas I the daughter of 
Princes was not the me^t price for treason, 
nor to be bartered as the base pledge of un* 
hallowed pacts 1 But, farewell, young and brave 
Englishman I thou hast been my saviour ! fare- 
well I and it may be for ever !" She held forth 
her hand from one of the folds of the muslin 
screen, and he respectfully approached to press 
it to his lips; but he felt it's trembling, and 
too-speaking agitation; and what will not the 
perception in such case vividly comprehend? 
Drawing it gently on, the little elegant form 
of its possessor was bent forward, and through 
the faint muslin curtain, he caught the sobs of 
this lovely and mysterious creature, as her head 
Bank for an instant upon his arm. 'Twas but 
for an instant, a brief, too fleeting instant ; the 
hand was suddenly withdrawn, and a retiring 
step sped to the farthest recess of the tent 
All was then mute silence, save the whisper 
of females, and the low murmur of suppressed 
weeping; and Raymond rushed from the scene 
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with emotions, which, but a few days before, 
he would have scoffed at the ideal possibility 
of his ever suffering. 

The next day a Palankeen, escorted by 
peons and several armed men, and well attend- 
ed, moved off to the westward. It's course 
was intended to be kept secret, but the destina- 
tion had transpired, and rumour confidently 
asserted it to be the distant city of Lucknow. 
For the whole day Raymond quitted not his 
tent; and, in the evening, hastily calling for 
his horse, as if madness and sudden resolve had 
prompted the order, he sprang into the saddle, 
and at fiill speed fled firom.the camp in the 
same direction as that pursued by the little 
party of the morning. He returned again only 
on the third day, pale, w^, ^d haggard, 
seeming the very victim of crushed hope, and 
of the successless result of some rash daring ; 
the passionate and unavailing effort of despair- 
ing emotion- But whatever had occurred, the 
heart of Raymond, with all it's wildness and 
romance, was too noble tp have caused a singly 
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blush for his memory, however deep the blow 
his own peace might have sustained, or what- 
ever in after life his painful recollections of the 
past. 

The Detachment now returned to it's 
station, and the yoimg officer -frankly revealed 
the eventftd circumstances of the rescue to 
his immediate superior; but, as expected, no 
appeal, no representation, nor complaint, ever 
reached our authorities from Nepa^ I 

Years, many years had past, and the age 
of Raymond had grown to maturer manhood. 
He had in that time married a fair relation of 
his own, and held a responsible and honourable 
Staff appointment at one of the laiger stations, 
riot very distant from Oude; when he was 
one morning surprised, by his infaixt child 
returning home from it*« accu»tomed airing, 
with a most splendid and costly necklace of 
diamonds placed upon it's neck by two 
strangers, who were afterwards traced to have 
been servants from the Court of Ludcnow: 
and Raymond's heart, like that of Ivanhoe 
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towards the beautiful Jewess, doubtless beat 
for a time more tumultuously than would have 
been gladly sanctioned by his beloved wife, 
when he discovered vdth the necklace, a string 
of pearls, the string he had once returned ! and 
read on a small ornament also attached, this 
couplet in Arabic: — 

** Thou art remember'd ! 
Frown not ! mj prayers bat tell it !** 
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MYSELF. 



Kothing if more foolish, than for a man to talk of himtelC 

Miss Portbb. 



It has frequently been particularly amusing 
to me to listen to the sage surmises as 
to who is the real Simon Pure, the 
veritable Bengalee of these lucubrations.* 
I have heard a hundred different guesses, 
and if any of them may claim peculiar 
merit, it is simply that they are more ludi- 
crously, more amusingly wide of the mark, 
than their neighbours. One man, who 
appear to be deep in the mystery, confi- 
dendy aflSrms that he has it ^*from the 
best authority; from a channel that would 

* These papers appeared originally in the Calcatta 
weekly 'Oriental Observer.* 
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leave no single particle of doubt ; in fact under 
circumstances every way conclusive to hi$ 
mind," (the usual preface and poor petitioning 
for belief, when the sources of information are 
somewhat questionable,) ^^ that the Bengalee 
is no otherthan an elderly and very respectable 
servant of the Honourable Company, whose 
intelligent physiognomy is daily seen peering 
on the Calcutta course, from the comer of an 
antiquated and very ricketty coflfee-coloured 
chariot" Another declares that the Bengalee 
is the ex-Editor of one of our newspapers. 
Whether from among the late potentates of 
the Bull, the ex-Generals, learned retainers, 
or varied enditers of the Hurkaru, or from 
among the late proprietors, or first, second, 
or fifth assistant Editors of departed Journals, 
expired Scotsmen, or defunct Chronicles, oxxt 
deponent saith not It was asserted at dinner 
the other day, to be a well-known scribbling 
military gentleman at Barrackpore ; but this 
was clearly refuted by a Cadet in company, for 
no 6fBcer could be guilty of such un-Sepoy^like 
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details, such milk-and-wateiy maidenism, as 
appeared in the tale of " The Fugitive.'' 
Yet a friend of mine who says very little ; a 
reverend old crony, who still smokes his 
Hookah in the real Nawaubee and attic style, 
disdaining the innovation of tarbunds^ and 
other follies of the College and Royal Bar- 
racks, disclosed to me, a few evenings since, 
that he is in the secret of the Bengalee, 
who is a very gentlemanly good fellow, once 
in the service, and of the same year and 
standing as himself, but now in the firm of 
'Messrs. McCulloch and Co. " You may see 
him," he continued, *^ day after day, in his 
little Palkee-garee, posting off at sun-set to 
the gardens: not a glance gives he to the 
right, or to the left, though all the beauty of 
the road were concentrated in one noisy and 
giggling Barouche, thundering past his Uttle 
ponies, with the ladies themselves aiming at 
him the whole artillery of their attractions !" 

After all, there is much pleasure in masking 
it before the public; in playing off the 
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incognito, as it were, on one's nearest acquain- 
tances, and appearing in the luxury of print, 
without the pains and penalties of it's exposure. 
It must be admitted, however, there are some 
few annoyances: you see your friend with 
your own production befwe him and watching 
him, all unconcernedly in appearance, but 
anxiously at heart, you bear each pithy 
observation on the various matter, but no one 
syllable of praise. Or, AesAh and concision I 
you hear him enquire ^* who the d^ — ^l*s thi3 
Bengalee, who has been prosing here of 
late?" One dare not curse him, in turn, for 
a tasteless, impertinent puppy; one dare not 
even look displeasure: then the horror of 
enacting smiles and indiffemce, with ^le 
facetious disavowal of all knowledge of the 
confounded old Proser! I would not writhe 
in such agony again (it did occur but once) 
for all the German honours of a Goethe; 
and I certainly had forsworn my labours, 
but for the angel smile of a newly-arrived 
spinster, who was copying some of my early 
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Poetry into her Album, and sweetly enquired 
if I had seen the Bengalee. Her smile was 
it's rescue, and salvation. 

In my first Chapter, after introducing myself 
to my readers, and detailing the result of my 
early surrenderment to the tender passion, 
which commenced amidst all blissfulness of 
secret looks, and intermingling glances at St 
John's Church; and ended, at the young 
lady's behest, in an awful repulse, under the 
blufi* hand and seal of her Papa, I proposed 
to explain the circumstances that roused me 
from the state of gloom and seclusion which 
followed so melancholy a catastrophe. For 
years I saw no one, excepting those it was 
impossible to escape; while my Sirdar-bearer, 
and the few natives whom business brought 
about me, at length grew into so essential 
and main a portion of my necessary acquain- 
tance, that I became a fellow-labourer in the 
same vineyard, and almost a convert to their 
goodly habits and observances of Hindooism. 
There was a young medical gentleman in my 
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vicinity, who essayed his utmost, in conse- 
quence, to get me conveyed to Calcutta from 
a distant station, for the especial kindly pur- 
pose of being introduced to a friend of his^ 
a Dr. Some-one; "in charge of the insane 
hospital," as I found by reference to the blue 
book : this, top, simply because the puppy saw 
me studying the Shastras, shaved like a Hin- 
doo, and coolly enrobed with a dotee only. 
Beef, and the very knowledge of it's murdei"- 
ous existence in my neighbourhood, became 
at this time intolerable to me ; and but for a 
severe and sickening ague, contracted at 
Benares while bathing, with a select Hindoo 
coterie, on the fitting occasion of the eclipse 
of a December's moon, I verily believe that 
by this time I should have been an Hindoo 
myself; or, at least, as learned a Pundit as 
the erudite translator from the Sanscrit of 
that most amusing of all amusing Comedies, 
the Mrichchakati, or Toy Cart 

But now we come to the real and effective 
awakener from my dreams and despondency, 
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ftnd as it reached me under circumstances 
not a little serious in themselves, it will be 
well to drop, for a moment, all idle flippancy 
in their description. Several years ago, dur- 
ing the unsettled month of July, I was upon 
the Ganges, at no great distance from a point 
above the little station of Monghyr ; — ^the 
river at the point swelling after the late rains 
into a seeming sea in it's extent The wind, 
from the south-east, was violently high, and 
opposing itself to the rapid current of the 
freshes, as they came boiling down from the 
westward, raised an abrupt, and conflicting 
wave, more fearfully broken and high, than 
could have been imagined in a far inland 
river, however extensive and agitated. My 
Budgerow was large and tolerably safe ; but 
it was found impossible to live in the centre 
of the stream ; and after one or two dangerous 
and ineflectual attempts to keep nearer the 
bank, it was deemed prudent to bring ta A 
small creek was fortunately gained, and the 
crew immediately commenced the preparation 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



THE BENGALEE; 69 

of their wonted food, and awaited the subsid- 
ing of the wind. But the gale increased in 
it's fury, and scarcely was I seated at my Uttk 
table, with my writing materials around me, 
congratulating myself on my safe position, 
the calm and smooth shelter of which formed 
:a strange contrast with the rushing violence 
of the torrent without, as it foamed and 
lashed past us in mad opposition to the 
tempest; when my attention was arrested by 
several shouts, and hurried voices from the 
top of the Budgerow. " The boat will be 
Jost !— they will be lost !" distinctly struck 
upon my ear, and rushing to the deck, I 
saw a large Mirzapore cotton-boat carried 
past the head of the creek with the rapidity 
of lightning. It's deck and roof were covered 
with the crew, and a few native passengers, 
who shrieked to us piteously for help as 
they flew past our Budgerow. But it was 
unavailing, and their boat went rolling and 
staggering on among the waves, to a distance 
from the shore, in a way it is impossible to 
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describe* In a few moments she gave ft 
fearful reel, and at once the whole plimg- 
Ingly disappeared from our view, excepting 
the utmost ptoirit of* the mast» which was 
fetill seen hurrying on with the torrent, with 
ft few helpless creatures clinging to it's topes 
in all the agony and struggling terror of 
death. The buoyancy of the cargo, or, 
probably, the choppah of the boat, seemed 
to prevent it's sinking altc^cther for a brief 
and awM tnotnent; but ere my recollection 
could prompt a single thought, beyond the 
mere unavailing wish to aid, the mast too 
went down ! and I could plainly, but at 
times only, perceive one poor wretch tossing 
on the bosom of the merciless waters; — ^till 
he, also, after a strong and despairing strug- 
gle, sunk within the waves, and disappeared 
for ever ! 

How the mind shrinks back into itself 
and quails in horror at witnessing so nigh, the 
sudden, unprepared consignment to eternity^ 
of a whole band of our fellow-creatures ! Tb« 
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last shriek borne upon the gale^-**the strug- 
gling forms,— the very aspect of Nature itself 
bleak, frowning, and pitiless, — ^all fasten on 
the imagination, and leave ~ the feelings too 
agonistng at the moment, — ^too painM there<- 
after, for endurance, even under a tax distant 
retrospect But there was little time given 
ibe f(nr reflection. A piimace at this juncture 
was perceived to be coming down close to 
the bank, and evidently trying to shelter 
itself in the same creek vrith ourselves. If 
it missed the opening, and &iled to obey 
the hehn at the required angle, it must 
inevitably fly off to the body of the sfxean^ 
where, although better able to contend with 
it's violence than the country boat whose 
destruction we bad just witnessed, the danger 
was extreme. I could distinctly see a family 
of Eurc^ans, as they were fast approaching 
us, in anxious alarm; and instantly causing 
a long and stout rope to be secured to a 
tree, at the extreme and outermost angle of 
the bank, and fastening a small log of wood. 
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the only thing at hand, to the other extremity 
of the rope, we awaited the rapid approach 
of the pinnace. It came rushing on with the 
speed of thought, and missed the creek ; at 
that moment one of the strongest of my 
people flung out the coil, which happily 
reached the boat, and swinging round and 
entangling with the standing rigging, checked 
it's course, but with a staggering and alarm- 
ing reel, which brought it's gunwale under 
the wave. A second rope was now cast to 
it, and by the aid of both, and our anxious 
assistance, they were enabled, after consid- 
erable exertion, to haul back into the creek. 

How shall I describe my astonishment, 
when, for the first time since the crushing 
of my hopes and affections, my vision fell 
upon the same blue eyes which for years had 
been the subject of my dreams, and which 
fimcy, under my gloom and seclusion, had 
latterly dressed forth in as revolting a guise 
as in sober reality they were still pleas^ 
mg and attractive! Those eyes were now 
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beaming upon me their tearful thankfulness 
for the safety of herself and family; and she 
hastened to introduce me to her husband^ a 
gentlemanly man, of good exterior, whom I 
instantly recognised as a once old friend and 
youthftd contemporary. They were on the 
way to the Presidency, to send their elder 
children to England; and, in their kindness 
now, not only made prisoner of me for the 
day, but wished that I should bear them 
company in their further progress to Calcutta. 
To cut a long narratiye short, suffice it to 
say, for days before we entered the Ho<^hly, 
I had witnessed such amiable demeanour in 
their family circle; such unaffected domestic 
happiness, resulting from the delightfrd inter- 
change of unreserved confidence and ceaseless 
affection, that I had forsworn seclusion and 
selfish retirment, for a share only of the mere 
firiendly regard of the same blue eyes, with 
their beaming of mildness and esteem, which 
I had formerly fled firom under boyish convic- 
tion of imagined fidsehood and foolish deceit 
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Having now redeemed my jdedge^ aiyl 
related, as I promised, a portion of these 
leading circumstances of my life, a truce with 
egotism! The Bengalee, for the future, 
shall restrict himself to his little tales and 
sketches of Anglo-Indian society, and intro^ 
duce himself and his own concerns to notice 
only when absolutely necessary; or, when 
called for in relation to the passing events, 
which he may endeavour to exhibit for the 
amusement and benefit of his readers. 
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MARY ASHFORTH. 

This will be a Moarofal tale. 

And they who will listen may believe. 

Lord Btbom. 

In the commonest paths, and the most 
frequented scenery, — ^in the domestic circle, 
and amidst the seeming wonted tenor of 
every-day, there may exist more real sorrow, 
more unaffected and heart-breaking anguish^ 
than oftentimes the pen of fancy can portray, 
or even the imagination single f(Mth firom 
among the airy dreamings of romance* 

At a quiet stadon on the Ganges, about 
midway to the Upper Provinces, in the 
retired spot set apart for the burial ground 
of the cantonments of Monghyr, the stranger, 

H 2 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



76 THE BENGALEE. 

as he quits his boat for the evening, and 
wanders in the vicinity of this secluded 
dwelling of the dead, finds his attention 
directed to a large and splendid tomb, rising 
conspicuously above the rest It attracts 
notice from among the reliques of our 
departed countrymen, chiefly from it's size 
and unusual costliness; particularly, as the 
other graves are mostly rude unadorned 
mounds; and as their inscriptions and 
humble attempts at monumental adornment 
apprise us, enclose the mortal remains of 
worn-out invalids, and pensioned soldiers of 
the military establishment 
, The erection itself, with it's rich black 
marble slab in the centre of a small niche or 
recess, has, however, little to distinguish it 
from the architecture and style of the tombs, 
at our Eastern metropolis. On the tablet, 
large characters of gold tell us the age and 
rank in life of the deceased, while some 
conspicuous letters, at the comer of the 
inscription, proclaim, as usual, to the world. 
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that some Cossitollah artist is the sculptor. 
But with the name of the deceased here^ how 
deep a tale of suffering is recalled to the 
memory; and how recollection sickens to 
dwell upon the many lorn hours of misery, 
which consigned it's once4ovely possessor to 
this distant and untimely sepulchre. 

And yet there is nothing peculiarly event- 
ful in the fate of poor Mary Ashforth; for 
such was the maiden name of her^ whom 
the marble describes as "Mary, the Lady of 
Augustus Treville, Esq, of the Bengal Civil 
Service, who departed this life at the early 
age of Twenty-three." Of the incidents of 
her life, too, some may have been the 
portion of many; but the stings of fortune 
will touch lightly oa the hearts of those 
where sensibility is blunted, and feelmg hath 
little existed: whilst in a bosom like her's, 
they inflict a pang which rankles till the 
still tomb only shall hush it's throb, or the 
hand of death assuage the peaceless and 
unwearying agony. 

H 3 
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Miss Ashforth^ in her own native and 
domestic circle, in a midland county in 
England, where her Father held a rich and 
extensive living, was the pride and happiness 
of many. Her parent enjoyed, in addition to 
his living, the honourable office of Lecturer at 
one of the Inns of Court in the metropolis, 
and with his beloved daughter, and in the 
possession of wealth and reputation, it seemed 
that Fate had again smiled upon his widowed 
home. His attendance, however, to his 
periodical duties in town, proved too much 
for his years and constitution; and on one 
occasion some unavoidable exposure through 
it, brought on a severe indisposition, which, 
though it partially yielded to the skill of his 
Physician, and the affectionate and devoted 
care of his Mary; yet a dreaded relapse 
speedily came on, and a few months saw 
the lovely and afflicted girl a fatherless 
orphan, under the roof of one of her parent's 
executors. 

It was at first thought that the estate of 
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the deceased would have left the daughter a 
handsome competency; but the successor to 
the living proved to be a young man of 
family^ at that time on the continent; and 
his agent, a person of little principle contrived 
to exhibit a case of dilapidation, which 
consumed nearly all the personal property 
accumulated at the death of the late incum- 
bent; while some informality in the title to 
an estate which had been purchased a few 
years before, threw the case itato Chancery, 
and left the poor orphan a possible — nay, 
almost a present beggar. She was at this 
time little more than entering her eighteenth 
year, lovely, unafiected, and peculiarly accom- 
plished. A home was oflFered to her on 
every side, but she remembered a pressing 
invitation during her Father's life, fix)m her 
Uncle, of the Civil Service in India, her now 
nearest relative. It had been given but a 
year before this, when he pressed her to 
accompany his three fair daughters to Bengal, 
on their return to his Eastern roof; and the 
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invitation had then been proffered in the 
same urgent and not-to-be-refiised manner, 
in which men would often force favours and 
good will on those, who, from happier circum- 
stances, are beyond the need of them ; or, 
from their situation at the time, utterly pre- 
cluded from their acceptance. This, however, 
was altogether unsuspected by Mary, and as 
soon as her determination to join her Uncle 
was made known, her friends, seeing the fruit- 
lessness of their entreaties to retain her, and 
judging that the excitement and necessary 
exertion in the preparations would rouse her 
in some measure from her state of affliction, 
assented to, and assisted the measure. In a 
few weeks therefore she was a passenger on 
board the Honorable Company's ship Elphin^ 
stone, under the care of a respectable family 
returning to India, who had been made 
known to her through some mutual friend. 

At this juncture of unspeakable distress 
suHTering imder her recent bereavement, and 
^er separaticm fr(Hn her earliest friends and 
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native country, there was still one source of 
affliction, which, although her tongue might 
never frame it's disclosure, nor her heart's 
throbbing scarcely dare whisper to herself, 
yet came, alas I would come to itstil a double 
portion of bitterness in the sad cup of 
which she was doomed to partake. When 
her sorrowing fancy again gave her parent 
before her in the late home of his bene- 
volence and affection, another form would 
mingle in the dream, and link it's young 
charm with every remembered scene of her 
youth! In the lonely moments too, in her 
cabin, when her litde library would engage 
her attention, the passages she most sought, 
and almost unccmsciously wept over, were 
those of her few Italian authors; the well 
known works, marked and approved by one, 
who had taught her, in their delightfrd and 
mutual studies, the language that he loved. 
'Twas then she found that the image of her 
self-appointed and too amiable preceptor, a 
young relative and frequent guest of her 
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father, was too indelibly marked in her 
memory, And alas! for her own peace, too 
fondly, too ceaselessly cherished as it's 
inmate. She knew that he, only lately 
entered at the Temple, could not prevent 
her departure ; that he was poor and depen- 
dent himself while too generous to bind her 
to any engagement, at the moment of a 
separation perhaps for ever, he thus suffered 
her to leave England without a disclosure 
of his passion; and rather risqued her ill 
opinion, than injure, as he thought, the 
future fate of the adored, yet unapprised 
object of his affection. She knew and felt 
all this; but the very silence she approved 
of in him, now clung to her heart as an 
enhancement of it's misery. But why dwell 
on this portion of her fate, and wherefore 
should it awaken interest? A young orphan 
it is true, is on her way to India; — ^tom too 
from her young heart's approved, ere time 
hath been allowed to seal the passion with 
avowal, but yet hath &nned it so freshly into 
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beii^ that to quell it now were a taj^ beyond 
poor Mary% effort 1 Nay, these are incidents 
of every day occurrence. And yet with her 
they did sink deeply, fearftdly in her peace ; 
and if she complained not, wept not often, 
it was only like the vanquished and wounded 
Burman, deserted by his brethren, yet moan*- 
ing not, struggEng not at his fate;— for who 
would hearken to, or alleviate the agony ? 

She arrived in Calcutta, and was kindly, 
cordially enough received at the Gardens, at 
the house of a fidend of her Unde. She 
was too little known to be an object of 
general admiration on her arrival; but in the 
immediate circle, where she moved for a few 
weeks, u^til an opportunity offered for her 
proceeding to the Upper Province^ die was 
considered an int^esting and faighly-accom-i 
plished young woman. Lovely they could 
(scarcely call her, she was too pale, and her 
appearfflice too dejected for this; — ^but there 
was a pensive, retiring gentleness in hen 
manner which could not but elicit the 
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admiration of all who knew her, and soon 
established a feeling of interest and regard. 
In less than four months after her reaching 
India, an opportunity occurred for her leav- 
ing Calcutta, with a Lady, and in due time 
she arrived at Bankipore, the station of her 
Uncle, Mr. Adolphus Ashforth, second Judge 
of the Provincial Court of Appeal and 
Circuit, for the division of Patna. 

Some daughters of Mr. Ashforth have been 
already mentioned. They were now with 
their Father, and still unmarried; — all of them 
plain, essentially uneducated, but dressy and 
most forward girls. Their accomplishments 
were vaunted, and made much o^ by a few 
of their own coterie; but in sober reality, 
they were scanty enough. Miss Ashforth, 
the eldest, was possibly acquainted with three 
whole Sonatas on the Piano, and a few 
exercises with variations, which she played 
ynth tolerable execution; skipping only here 
and there a few half dozen of the more difficlt 
passages, or complex variations* These she 
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ever pronounced stupid, as she passed them 
by with an air of complacency and rejection. 
Celestina, the second young lady, undertook 
the Harp, and with her it was an undertaking ! 
She would employ herself at a party at their 
own house, and annoy her companions, for 
a fiill hour, with the new strings and tuning, 
and at last when she had adjusted herself for 
effective playing, the sum total of the exhi- 
bition was contained in some old Welsh air; 
and tiie half, perhaps, of a dull, but well- 
known movement firom a new Opera. The 
third, Olivia Emma, was esteemed to be no 
musician; but then she was so clever; — she 
patronised Albums, and poetical Scrap-books. 
She had procured the happiness of an intro- 
duction to Bernard Wycliffe, and Cytheron, 
two of the daystars of the bright columns 
and comers of the Journal, and other papers 
of that period; and nothing pleased Olivia 
more, than her Papa kindly making these 
distinguished individuals the lions of his 
frequent entertainments. Then she painted 
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SO prfettily ; — her flowers were inimitable, 
and her chalk> — ^life itself I as her kind P^^a 
declared, when he daily produced her last 
scho6l-head^, and well-draperied academy 
Venules wad Graces, It was evident that her 
drawing master must also have thought highly 
of his pupil, and most attentively assisted 
her; for he had plainly touched and retouch- 
ed thesQ specimens^ till more than three- 
fourths of the pictures were his own. 

Their cousin Mary, unaffected in her 
worth and mmplicity, little thought to evince 
her superiority, and yet it was too apparent 
to be well received in such a femily: for, 
very soon after her arrival among them, she 
found herself excluded from their avocations 
and plans of amusement, and treated only 
as an intruder in their circle. If the gentle«s 
men, as was too frequently the case when 
following their own inclinations, evinced 
more attention to Mary than the others, 
she never failed to hear of it after their 
departure ; mean jealousy, or envy, such 
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as theirs, has too Kttle control over it's 
emotions and petty bitterness, to conceal it's 
pangs, or repress it's constantly humiliating 
display. 

*'My dear Emily," said Mr. Ashforth to 
his eldest daughter, on an important occasion, 
some few months subsequent to his niece's 
arrival, ^^this melancholy cousin of yours, 
who is neither ornamental nor useful here, 
seems a sad thorn to the felicity of yourself 
and sisters. But what think you, (and don't 
be offended, my dear!) at her again securing 
from you, one of your beaux? That utter 
fool and drunkard, TreviUe, has sent me a 
proposal for herP 

"Treville made Mary an offer. Papal — ^I 
won't believe itP exclaimed the astonished, 
and more than half-annoyed Miss Ashforth. 

** By Jove r it is a fact though I and you 
must have long since known that he was 
little worth having, for cither of yourselves. 
He's not sober for three hours together, and 
has not an idea beyond his stud and his 
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champagne. What put it into his head to 
ask Mary, I know not'* 

"Nay," rejcHned the daughter, "nor do I 
care but it was only yesterday, that Mr. 
Jackson and the young Lancer he brought 
with him, so unceremoniously stole away 
from me at the Piano, to Mary's chair: and 
what TreviUe or any other fool can find in 
her, I cannot conceive." 

*^ Why, my dear child," exclaimed the pro- 
vident Papa, "you surely would not think 
of TreviUe yoursel£ God forbid he should 
marry a daughter of mine; — ^the drunkard!" 

"But will he marry Mary,— Pa?" 

"Ye£f, dear! he has asked her; — and she 
quietly refused." 

"Refused, Papa! — ^neverP interrupted the 
young lady. 

"Nay, but she did, EmUy," asserted the 
Papa, " and that quietly too, but positively. 
On his coming to me in high dudgeon, I, 
not so quietly, but a little more positively, at 
once decided that she should marry him: 
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she has been too long here^ and — ^ " in 
your way. Love," might have followed, for 
the sentiment was as plainly avowed, as 
emphasis and manner could announce it 

It took six long tedious months, never- 
theless, ere this exemplary Uncle could con- 
trive to accomplish the full sacrifice of his 
niece ; but at the close of that period she was 
married to Mr. Treville, while the fears and 
jealousy of this amiable family were happily 
appeased by her removal. What she suffered, 
what means they adopted to force the poor 
victim to her fate, remain unknown; but 
the blanched and wasted cheek of poor Mary, 
—her bewilderment and stifled sighs on 

approaching the ceremony of her nuptials 

the convulsive sob that would not let her 
breathe aloud her own assent to the act,^^the 
shuddering horror with which she appeared 
to waken to reaUty, when the Clergyman 
feelingly pronounced the final blessing ; and 
lastly the loud hysteric shrieks which reached 
the ewrs of the silent and dismayed guests, 
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as her cousins hurried the victim immediately 
to her own romn, and vainly endeavoured to 
quell and suppress the piercing betrayment 
of her agony; — ^all these bare wiUiess^ nay, 
spake execrating volumes against the compli- 
cated cruelty of those who had consigned 
her to such a fate I 

Now there remained nothing but to do her 
duty as a wife; and it is much to say that 
she did it, if not calmly or resignedly, at 
least conscientiously. But her very efforts at 
calmness, and Christian gentlaiess of spirit, 
soon seemed to raise di^ust in the late 
drunken lover, and now brut^d husband. His 
violence, his revilings, his unmanly and cruel 
insult to her in her very house, — ^these formed 
the topics of many a conversation of hep 
neighbours, yet all spoke of her with admira- 
tion and pity, while many prayed to Heaven 
for her release. Mary, however, was soon 
permitted to find some little solace in her 
misery; not from Aeir consoling kindness, 
for her sorrows were deposited only in her 
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own lieart, but in the birth of a little angel 
<ii a diild, whidb> although it brought her 
no change or mercy from it's Father, — ^yet 
seemed itself to smile upon her pief, and 
hire her still to earth for.it^s sweet sake of 
helplessness and innocence. 

It was about three years afterwards that 
I saw poOT Mary, for the last time, on her 
way to Calcutta, with this sole scdace of 
her existence, which she was then co&veying 
to the Presidency, previous to its beii^ 
embarked foir Europe. It had been always 
d^cate, and it had at last been determined 
that the infiuat should peremptorily quit India 
for a colder climate. Mrs. Treville could not 
bear to think of the separation; — ^it seemed 
a thing that must come, yet so fearftd, so 
thrilHngly painful was the idea, that she 
sdbrunk from contemplating it, as a thing too 
agonising for belief. The child, too, was far 
from well; and to accompany it was impos- 
sible, for her husband's extravagance and 
ruined circumstances prevented this. Alas! 
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there may be splendour in an Indian msLtch;-^ 
there may be present elegance and apparent 
competency^ with an anticipated retirement^ 
too at last, to our native home : but, merciful 
Heaven I — at what a sacrifice, even with 
the happiest, are not these advantages too 
frequently purchased 1 The child, when most 
it needs the Mother's care, is torn firom her 
protecting arms to be consigned to strangers ! 
And at the age, of all others the most 
delightful, the most endearing to a parent's 
love, are the objects of affection forced away, 
that the ties of blood and fondness may be 
lost to the recollection of the child, and the 
parent herself and her infant, too often be 
estranged, or separated for ever! 

The ship sailed. Mary weepingly remained 
in Calcutta for tidings of her little girl £rom: 
the Sand Heads, and by the Pilot The 
vessel was to touch at Madras, and £rotn 
this place she had no letters. It was a sad 
disappointment to her, and she was now on' 
her way back to Patna, when a newspaper, * 
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proculred on the river firom the DUc office 
at Berhampore> attracted her attention. A 
friend was with her, and saw her suddenly 
hanging over it in mute convulsion. She 
was not in tears, but there was something 
awfully agonising in her look. The paper 
was snatched up, and in too legible charao* 
ters appeared, ^^ Died at sea, near Madras, 
Mary Treville, infant daughter of A. Treville, 
Esq*, Bengal Civil Service, aged three years 
and some months." 

Yet no tears came; they would not come. 
For days she lay as if stunned by some 
overpowering blow, and recognised no one. 
A medical gentleman had been summoned 
over from Berhampore, and with her kind 
friend, who was still on board the Budgerow, 
endeavoured to hasten on the boat, in the 
hope of reaching Mrs. Treville's station. 
They now heard her at times whispering to 
herself and murmuring Italian; and if any 
thing could have added, in the imagination 
of those who knew her, to the touching, — . 
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nay, too painftil interest of the scene, it was 
the thought of this poor sacrificed and 
accomplished young creature, thus withered 
in her prime ; her mind too shocked and 
broken, to present to her the death of her 
child, the immediate cause of it's ruin, but 
now murmuring unwittingly and plaintively 
her last accents in a language, which was 
evidently associated with some indistinct 
memory of former happiness. For days tiiey 
continued to watch the couch of the poor 
fevered and mindless sufierer ; until at length, 
without a tear, without closing her glazed 
and swoln eye, she sunk and sunk, till the 
kind hand of death came coldly and calmly 
upon her, and brought her to *Uhat peace 
which the world cannot give." 
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THE LATE MARQUESS OF HASTINGS. 

' Asiam istam refertam, et eandem delicatam sic obiit, ut in 
ea Deqae aYaritis^, neqvte Inziirias vestigiam reliquerit ; 
maximo in bello sic est versatns. — 

Cicero. 

There is nothing depends so much on the 
mere caprice of the moment^ or upon the 
accidental fitness of the opportunity for its 
existence, as the excitement and extension of 
popular feeling. The same events which at 
one period would pass jmnoticed, or at moist 
be acknowledged as holding only a secon- 
dary grade in the occurrences of life, are, 
at others, magnified into circumstances of the 
gravest importance, and assert louder clmms 
on the attration and sympathy of the woarld, 
than would be warranted by the posses* 
sion of ten times ihi^ iotrinsic intierest At 
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home, during the recess of Parliament, and 
in the period of peace and repose, a case of 
abduction, or a murder of little more than 
common atrocity, will fill the newspapers 
of the united kingdom for weeks ; while 
the hero of the attempt^ or the convicted 
assassin, is paraded before the public with 
as much pomp of notoriety, as would fall to 
the lot of the victorious leaders of armies, 
or the statesman who has wielded the des- 
tinies of millions ! 

It is melancholy to carry this farther, and 
to reflect that the same capricious disregard 
of propriety, which at times gives unwonted 
importance to unworthy events, may also, 
under some adventitious circumstance of 
pre-occupied attention, permit the proudest 
and mightiest claims upon our sympathy to 
pass away unheeded and unhonoured. I 
was led into this train of thought, by a late 
calamity and real public loss, which reached 
us with less of awakened remark, less of 
avowed regret in it's announcement, and I 
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must add, less of proper feelings, than could 
have accompanied the mere obituary record 
of an almost noteless stanger. " Would it 
have been imagined some few brief years 
ago, — ^would it have been believed when 
we hailed the return to the Presidency of 
Bengal, of the conqueror of Central India, — 
the master hand and controller of it's 
empires I — that, ere a few seasons should 
have intervened, — ere the ploughshare, even 
in it's peaceful and protected labour, had 
yet had time to pass over the measureless 
extent of his victories, — ^remarks, like these, 
should be called for, on witnessing the 
heartlessness and apathy with which the 
death of our late revered Ruler has been 
received in the scenes of his triumphs! 

It might be unbecoming to offer any. 
observation on the absence of all public notice 
in India of the demise of the late Marquess 
of Hastings. I do not remember to have 
witnessed any such tribute of respect to 
other departed rulers; who may have survived 
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dieir term of Indian goyemment, and retired 
to breathe their last at a distance from 
it's jurisdiction. Yet, without detracting 
from the merit of any predecessor of Lord 
Hastings, surely the latter has more recent, 
and more immediate claims upon India, 
nay, upon the friendship and gratitude of 
many of our living and powerful superiors, 
who are yet within the scene of his glorious 
career ; and who owe to his kindness the 
very eminence that should take lead in our 
community, in the expression and public 
tesimony of it's affection. 

It is little consolation to say, that history 
will do ample justice tp hip merit ; yet this 
alone must now soothe those who feel 
disappointed in human nature its^l^ when 
they see one of it's proudest iMlomments 
sink to the grave so little honoured, even 
by the nations he has blessed. The Histo-? 
nan in after ages, when his labours shall 
bring ]ivfsx to the contemplation of th^ 
Marquess pf {lutings' character, amidst the 
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mingled detail of his eventful period, will 
find kis task brighten. And if his mind be 
tinctured with the admiration of the noblest 
romance, er the chivalry of earHer days, he 
will dwell upon and haUow the record of 
one, whose kmghtly and generous feelings, 
whose chivakous hon^iss;, and soul of high 
daring, would seem to place him by the 
side of the Coeur-de-Lion, — ^the Montmoren- 
cy, and the Bayard of former ages ; while 
the mental attainments, the classic eloquence, 
and sound application of the finiits of later 
knowledge, so apparent in this gifted noble^ 
man, will rank him not only as a star of 
our country's Augustan era, but as otie of 
the ablest patrons of it's since more matured 
Science and Philosophy. 

Although of seeming robust and stirong 
constitution, when our late Gaov^mor-GKen* 
«ral, as the Earl of Moirav fixsit arrived in 
India, his Lordship was by no means new 
in public life, nor unadvanced in years. He 
was bom 1754^ and shortly after fimiahing 
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his Studies, which must have been well 
directed, for his classical acquirements and 
reading were eminently conspicuous, he 
attracted considerable attention in America, 
as a young and brave Captain of Grena- 
diers, then on the StaflF of Su: W. Clinton's 
army; and before the peace, as a Briga- 
dier. His subsequent conduct of an army, 
under very perilous circumstances, on the 
Continent, . has been much praised by 
miUtary men; and when, in 1805, he was 
appointed Commander-in-chief in Scotland, 
independent of the able discharge of his 
duties, the unchanging amenity and condes- 
cension of his manners attracted public 
admiration, and the warmest personal affec*- 
tion from all who wore brought within 
the immediate sphere of his kindness. His 
marriage occurred in 1804 ; and two yearj 
afterwards he was called to the Cabinet, a$ 
Master-General of the Ordnance, His 
appointment of Governor-General of British 
India took place in December, 1812; and^ 
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in the following October, his Lordship 
arrived in Bengal, when our situation, and 
the relations of the Honorable Company 
with other States, soon afforded ample 
opportunity for the continued dis[^y of 
his military and other talents. 

There had existed, for some time previous 
to this juncture, a speciousness of repose in 
our Indian possessions. After the successful 
results of the expeditions to the Mauritius 
and Java, there was little apparent call 
for the exertion of force in support of 
our Eastern Empire; and, excepting the 
punishment of some refiractory chieftain, or 
the seizure and dismantling of some rebel 
post, all was peaceftdness and outward 
tranquillity. A considerable reduction had 
been enforced in our military expenditure, 
and consequent seeming increase in the 
revenue; troops were disbanded, and even 
fiurther economy was held forth to the 
anxious wishes of the home authorities. 
But in an empire, constituted like Indi^^ 
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diminished military means, and open relaxa^ 
tion of power, are poor preservatives of 
tranquillity; and the truth of this was too 
clearly exhibited in the early consequences of 
the reduction. Notwithstanding the decrease 
of expenditure, the state of the Treasury 
was far from flourishing on his Lcflrdship's 
taking charge of the Government; and he 
found himself called upon at once to enter 
upon no less than five or six serious 
discussions with different armed powers, 
who were each at variance with the Com- 
pany, on some point or other of alleged 
dispute. The weakened state of our army, 
equal only to the police and internal 
protection of the country, admitted at the 
moment of temperate explanation only, and 
most cautious negociation with these states. 
All differences were, however, shortly adjust- 
ed, excepting with the Nepaul Government ; 
whose outrageous and aggressive conduct 
left no alternative, but a direct appeal 
to arms. This State by our late temp<»JMng 
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policy towards it, and it's own constant 
invasion of it's unprepared neighbours^ had 
become formidably possessed of the whde 
line of our Northern position^ and had even 
descended to otir terriorties^ and boldly 
asserted it's claim to all the provinces north 
of the Ganges. This war was therefore 
immediately resolved upon^ and an increase 
to our treasury ably and seasonably obtained, 
from the friendship of the Nawaub Vazier of 
Oude. His Lordship's masterly application 
of the means at his disposal was now 
plainly perceptible. The military force was 
strengthened and re-«stablished ; and it's( 
resources every where arrayed to the best 
advantage. His thorough acquaintance with 
every detail of an army, was also parti- 
cularly conspicuous; his instructions and 
personal suggestions to the different depart* 
ments and branches of the service, were as 
singularly complete in minutiae, as they 
were powerfully valuable in extent Btit 
the difficulties opposed to him were of no 
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common stamp. Our ignorance of Nepaul 
was to be surmounted; the first points of 
assault^ even^ were to be selected and 
explored; our troops to be prepared for a 
perfectly novel warfare; and, in fact, some 
of the leading instruments of his Lordship's 
acts, whose rank in the service claimed the 
execution of his plans^ were to be tempered^ 
excited, or controlled. How all this was 
effected is well known; and even during 
the first disheartening campaign against the 
Goorkahs, Lord Moira gave noble promise 
to the Indian Government, of what in 
Central India his genius afterwards so fully 
confirmed. 

The assured and easy success of the 
second campaign against Nepaul, left his 
mind at liberty to turn to other and 
prouder objects; and never did any country 
exhibit a grander field for the display of 
political or military abilities, than Hin- 
doostan at this juncture. The hordes of 
Pindaries, whose ravages extended over the 
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greater part of Southern and Central India, 
protected too as they were by the powerfiil 
Mahratta states, to whom they were either 
useM or profitable, formed, by themselves> 
no despicable object for the infliction of 
vengeance. But when it is remembered, 
that they were in the heart of the territories 
of these powerful Mahratta confederates, 
who were well known to be waiting only 
their own time for a general rising against 
the British power, the task of their suppres- 
sion became linked with more important 
and formidable considerations. 

To prove to India, too, at this critical 
moment, the insufficiency of her vaunted 
fortress, when the British strength was 
brought to bear against them, a splendid 
and terrible example was exhibited in the 
bombardment and seizure, after a few days' 
resistance, of the strong fort of Hattrass; 
followed up by the discomfiture of some of 
the more turbulent leaders of the Jaut 
tribe, 
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Scarcely had ih^ impression subsided, tliat 
this fearful display of our means had been 
calculated to convey, ere, in 1817, the troops 
of the three Presidencies were silently in 
motion, and the different points simulta- 
neously approached which it was necessary 
to occupy. Nothing could exceed the fortu- 
nate seizure of the time for these operations^ 
A few months later would have seen the 
whole of Central India in arms, and the 
Mahratta confederacy headed by Scyndiah, 
and backed by his disciplined Brigades 
and Artillery, in full force and angry 
combination against us. Other powers also 
were known to be waiting only by such an 
event, for the signal of theur own defection : 
while the unexpected, unthought of, and 
astounding movement of the British armies, 
upon every strong hold or key to their 
military positions, defeated the immature 
projects of the confederates. The occupation 
of the passes in the rear of Gwaliah, which 
cut off Scyndiah from his intended allies^ 
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and the introduction of an ovetwhelming 
force in the vicinity of his capital, efFectu* 
ally paralized and checked this Prince, the 
most powerftd of the conspiracy : and when, 
one by one, the Peshwah, Rajah of Nagpore, 
and others, in the despair of their detected 
plains, respectively broke out, it was only to 
bring separately on themselves, irretrievable 
and instant ruin, and to afford the British 
Government a more ready opportunity of at 
once extirpating them as sovereign powers. 

The treachery pf the Peshwah and his 
instrument Trimbuckgee, although the murder 
of their victim Ganguari Shastree was not 
prevented, was still amply exposed and 
punished. This, tc^ther vdth the protect* 
tion to the Nawaub of Bhopaul, the disband^ 
ing of the lawless armies of Ameer Khan, 
and the settlement of Holkar's states; and 
last, not least, (for it was the primary object 
of the war leading to such extensive results,) 
the utter annihilation of the Pindarics, all 
form^ glorious episode to thie other mighty 
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events which completely established our supre- 
macy in the East 

I have thus briefly exhibited a portion of 
the public claims of the late Marquess of 
Hastings: but it was in the more intimate 
relations of private life, that his Lordship's 
amiable manners and deportment to those 
around him, shone most pre-eminently con- 
spicuous; and volumes might be vnritten of 
the many daily acts of his condescension, 
and kindness of heart The poverty, which 
it is so well known exiled him from the 
home of his pride and affection, in the 
declining years of his life, originated much 
from his princely assistance to others, parti- 
cularly to the exiles of another nation; and 
many are the instances of benevolence, which 
require only to be rescued from that honour- 
able obscurity, to which delicacy has consigned 
them, to adorn with still greater splendour 
the character of this most amiable nobleman. 
' In proof of this assertion, I am anxious 
to bring to notice a simple, and perhaps 
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trivial incident connected with his Lordship; 
which although circumstances of the kind 
were &miliar to those immediately about 
his family^ may be new to the generality of 
my readers. It relates^ certainly^ to humble 
and unimportant details; but still their very 
unimportance confers the more honour on 
his Lordship: and speaks loudly^ indeed^ in 
favour of the goodness of heart that could 
steal time from princely and weightier avoca« 
tions to turn to the lowly and uninviting 
task, of privately encouraging the literary 
efforts of a young and unknown individuaL 
The particulars were communicated to me 
by the obliged and gratefiil party himself, 
who some years ago favoured me with copies 
of the whole, and permitted my transcription 
x)f the original letter, which follows this 
narrative. 

In 1817, when his Lordship was in the 
field with the centre division of the Grand 
Army, at the juncture ifdien intelligence <^ 
the breaking out and movements of the 

TOL. I. L 
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different Mahratta poiivers was daily reach- 
ing the camp; and expresses were hourly 
under de^atch from Head-Quarters, with 
the various instrueti<ms, and developments 
of his Lordship's plan, which led to the 
subjugation of Central India, it occurred 
that a young subaltern officer of a native 
corps received an invitation to dine with 
Lord Hastings. The subaltern in question 
was one of the very junior with the army, 
and although the honour of such invitations 
was far from uncommon, and not under 
restriction as to rank^ yet he was unknown 
to the Government circle, and had been 
heard of only by a very few, as the 
author of some literary attempts, which had 
appeared in the Calcutta publications. 

At dinner, little occurred. Some highly 
interesting intelligence of a signal defeat of 
one of the Mahratta <;onfederates had that 
day been received in Camp, and wa% of 
course, the subject of remark and conversa* 
tion. $ut his Lordship'j^ surprising tact» 
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and capability of remembering the names of 
all introduced to him, and addressing each 
correctly, with some observation applicable 
to the habits or circumstances only of each, 
was here remarked, and peculiarly felt by 
the young man, who could not but be 
gratified by any unexpected notice of the 
kind. After dinner, coffee, as usual, was 
brought in, and the staff and others 
assembled were collected in groups in differ- 
ent parts of the spacious dining tent, when 
his Lordship, after conversing with the dif- 
ferent parties, approached the spot where 
the Lieutenant was standing, and quietly 
turning to him, entered into conversation. 
After a few kind remarks, his Lordship 
took from his pocket a folded newspaper, 
and handing it to the officer, be^ed him to 
read it at his leisure, as it contained some 
poetry which he had thus put aside for 
perusal His Lordship farther requested 
that in a few days he would return to the 
Head-Quarter's camp, and offer his opinion 

L 2 
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upon the production. Shortly afterwards, 
bowing to the company, his Lordship retired. 
The poetry proved to be a " Hymn to In- 
tellectual Beauty^ which had appeared in the 
old '* CalcuUa Times'" of that period* On 

♦ HYMN TO INTELLECTUAL BEAUTY. 

The awfal shadow of some unseen Power 
Floats, though unseen amongst us, — visittog 
This various world with as inconstant wiog, 

As summer winds that creep from flower to flower ; — 

Like moonheams that behind some piny mountain shower. 
It visits with inconstant glance 
Each human heart and countenance ; 

Like hues and harmonies of evening, — 
Like clouds in starlight widely spread, — 
Like memory of music fled, — 

Like aught that for it's grace may be 

Dear, and yet dearer for it*s mystery. 

Spirit of Beauty I that doth consecrate 
With thine own hues all thou dost shine upon 
Of human thought or form, — where art thou gone ? 

Why dost thou pass away and leave our state. 

This dim vast vale of tears, vacant and desolate ? 
' Ask why the sunlight not for ever 

Weaves rainbows o*er yon mountain river, 

Why aught should fail and fade that once is shewn» 
Why fear and dream, and death and birth„ 
Cast on the daylight of this earth 
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the appointed day, my young friend attended 
at the Government Tents with the paper, 
and his Lordship, after going over the 
Poem, and pointing oat it's peculiarities 
was pleased to converse with him for some 
time upon literary subjects. His Lordship 

Sach gloom, — why man has such a scope 
For love aod hate, despondencj, and hope ? 

Ko Toice from some coblimer world hath ever 
To Sage or Poet th^se responses given ^ — 
Therefore the names of Demon, Ghost, and BeaveBt 
Remain the records of their vain endeavour, 
Frail speUs, whose utter'd charm might not vlvmI to sever 
From all we hear and all we see, 
Doubt, chance, and mutability. 
Thy light alone, — like mist o'er moantaiBS driven, 
Or music by the night- wind sent. 
Through strings of some still instrument, 
Or moonlight on a midnight stream, 
Oives grace and truth to life's unquiet dream. 

Love, Hope, and Self-esteem, like clouds depart, 

And come, for some nacertain moments lent ; 

Man were immortal and omnipotent, 
Didst thou, unknown and awful as thou art. 
Keep with thy glorious train firm sUte within his heart. 

Thou messenger of sympathies. 

That wax and wane in lovers' eyes ; 
Thou ; — ^that to human thought art nourishment, 

L 3 
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kt this interview^ and at several others 
which ensued, (nor did the kindness by any 
means end here,) evinced considerable inti* 
macy with the writers of the last century; 
and from his quoting at length passaged 
Irom modem poets, and particularly from 
the dedication of Lord Byron's " Corsair/'* 



Like darkness to a dying flame ! 

Depart not as thy shadow came 
Depart not,— lest the grave should be, 
Like life and fear a dark reality. 

While yet a boy I songht for ghosts, and sped 
Through many a listening chamber, cave, and ruin, 
And starlight wood, with fearful steps pursuing 

Hopes of high talk with the departed dead. 

I called on poisonous names with which our youth is fed ; 
I was not heard, I saw them not ; — 
When musing deeply on the lot 

Of life, at that sweet time when winds are wooing 
All vital things that wake to bring 
News of birds and blossoming, — 

Sudden a Shadow fell on me ; 

I shrieked, and clasp'd my hands In ecstacy. 

I vow*d that I would dedicate my powers 
To thee and thine ;— have I not kept my vow ? 
With beating heart and streaming eyes, e'en now 

I call the Phantoms of a thousand hours, 
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he must have found time also for the 
perusal of kter literature. His favourite 
poet, however, was Goldsmith; the unaf-- 
fected melody/ and yet almost prosaic 
simplicity of whose beautiM style he so 
much admired* Several passages^ from the 
** Traveller,^ and ^^ Deserted Villagey^ were 
repeated by him with much evident pleasure. 

Each from his Toiceless grave; they have in yi8io&'4 
. Of studious zeal, or love's delight, [bowers 

Outwatch'd with me the envious night ; — 
They know that never joy illumed my brow 

Unlink *d with hope that thou wouldst free 

This world from it's dark slavery, 
That thou, — Oh awful Loveliness ! 
Would*st give whatever these words cannot express. 

The day becomes more solemn and serene 

When noon is pass'd ; — ^there is harmony 

In autumn and a lustre in it*s sky, 
Which through the summer is not heard or seen { 
As if it would not be, as if it had not been. 

Thus let thy power, which like the truth 

Of nature on my passive youth 
Descended, to my onward life supply 

It's calm, — to one who worships thee, 

And every form containing thee, 
Whom, Spirit fair I thy spell did bind 
. To feAT.himselfi jtnd love aU human kind. 
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Some odonths afterwards^ when the 
Governor-General was at Gt)tnickpore) my 
friend took the liberty of forwarding to 
Head-Quarters an ^^ Ode to Gratitude^ com^ 
posed in the same unusual metre as the 
former: in reply to which he received from 
Lord Hastings the following Letter. The 
^^Hymn to InteUectiud BeatUy,^ need scarcely 
be mentioned now to be Shelley's, though 
the &ct was unknown at the time the 
^^ Ode to Gratitude^ as I have just stated^ 
was written by my friend. 

" Gorruckpore, May 19, 1818. 
" I regret that having been unconunonly 
occupied, in preparing Despatches for the 
Court of Directors, it has not been in my 
power to answer your letter earlier. Your 
verses on Gratitude are very good. They 
are free from the objection which exists to 
those contemplated by you as a modeL In 
the poem to which I allude, there are many 
excellent dxoughts well expressed^ though 
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somewhat disfigured by the adoption of an 
antiquated usage, in making the final 
syllables of the participle present a substan- 
tive rhyme. But the mind feels an uncer 
tainty as to what it is that the poet is 
addressing. There is no personifying Intel-* 
lectual Beauty. Gratitude is a quality or 
feeling of which the action is precise, as 
well as common to all men ; therefore a 
statement of it presents an image imme- 
diately and universally recognised. Intel- 
lectual Beauty cannot be the active impulse: 
it is the perceived fitness of conduct, of pre- 
ferences, of selection, of relations, of mecha- 
nical exhibitions of objects ; and all this is 
to be squared by standards which will vary 
in difierent persons. Whether taste refers to 
Ethics, or to sensible objects, it is confess- 
edly unsettled, and liable to controversy in 
it's application. Now Intellectual Beauty 
can be only the conception which moral 
taste firames on a particular point, so that 
it is in it's very nature disputable, and 
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thence incapable of furnishing the same idea 
to every one. 

**In the eighth line of your first Stanza, 
there is an evident mispriiit; ^it's pleasing 
power* answers to no other line^ yet what 
you are likely to have written does not 
suggest itself to me. 

"I have the honom*. Sir, to remain, 
**Your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) ^* HAaTmos." 
" Lieutenant ." 

TO GRATITUDE. 



Thbbb is a feeling in the heart of roan, 

Pure as th* etherial source of vital heat, 
Pure as the prayers which Angels' lips repeat ; 

It cometh not like thoughts which lovers scan, 

Nor like the glowing sighs that youthful passion fan ; 
But yet it fills and fires the breast, 
With that, which proudly dares the test. 

Of days, and months, and years. — It's pleasing power 
Palls not on minds where once it dwelt, 
Or where it's charms are truly felt ; 

For where indeed that soul rude. 

That can have known and spurn'd thee, — Gratitude t 
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Yes, Gratitude ! His thou can*st teach the child, 
Yet wordless, on it's Parent's bosom lying, 
To rear it's little arms, fond love implying ; 

Breathings it's thankfulness in lispings wild ! 

'Tis thou can'st bid the man, 'midst worldly care beguiled. 
To cherish, honour, and revere 
The guardians of each infant year, 

Though other ties had fled, on Childhood's flying. 
'Tis thou can'st bind in flowery chain 
The trembling wretch, awaked from pain, 

Who starts from fearful dream of grief, 

And pants to bless the hand that brought relief. 

What were the world without thee ? — a wide den 
Of soul-less wretches scorning social tie, 
A wilderness of hate or apathy. 

Hush'd were the Poet's song of feeling then, 

Mute were the praises of beneflcence in men ; 
Remembrance would but fiercely aid 
The murderer's deed, and guide his blade 

To bosom of unpardon'd injury ? 

While pale Oblivion's only charm. 
That power to soothe the vengeful arm 

In sweet forgetfulness of ill, 

W^ould cease ;«»and sense of good alone be still. 

Hark ! — 'tis the Organ lifts it's solemn swell, 
Where meek Religion bows in holy love ; 
Now rising anthems hymn the God above, 

And every breath delights of Heaven to tell. 

Why seems the panting soul in ecstacy to dwell ? 
'Tis that thy voice,--.Oh Gratitude I 
Hailing the Power, all kind, all goo4, 

Thus tells the soaring thoughts from earth to rove ; 
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Thou bid*8t the thankfal mind reflect 
On Him, the mightj Architect, * 

Who spake, and lo ! a world was seen, 
And light, and life, and joy, — a glorious scene. 

Oft* have I sat me down, and wildly dream'd 
Of bliss, my youth hath panted for in vain, 
Till Fancy smiling led her fairy train, 

And raised a scene where seraph brightness beara*d ! 

Ob ! then, while yisionary worlds all rapture 8eem'd,v 
How oft' a cherish*d wish arose, 
To share my dream, my joys, with those. 

Who once were kind to me in hours of pain. 
And when, alas ! the vision fled, 
And withering Fancy drooped her head. 

Hath not my saddest, bitterest sigh. 

Been still, that Gratitude's warm hope should ever die f 

Memory of kindness past ; whene'er I fliil 

To keep thee in my heart, to prize thee there, 
E'en as the breath I breathe, and life I share ; 
May sorrow doom that life to trembling pale. 
To dreary hours of care, that may not cease to wail : 
Wliat though my lowly thanks can prove 
My only gifts of grateftil love P 
What though my proudest recompence, a prayer ? 
Yet in this breast there 'bides a thought. 
With pure and blissful feeling fraught ; 
Nor would I change that thought's one thrill. 
For every joy that crowns the worlding's wiU. 

The reproach to the Indian commonity at the commenoement of 
the preeeediug Chapter, wan much obliterated by a Public Meetiuf 
lieldtttbtequent to it'a original publication ; which was aueceeded 
by a Mbteription for a Temple to the Marqaets of Uaitinst' 
Meniory* 
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HUMBUG 



Hambug ! Humbug ! ! Humbug 1 1 ! 

John Bull, 



It has long been the avowed^ and well- 
pursued purpose of a certain portion of the 
English press, to give chace to that most 
assuming and offensive of all monsters— <• 
Humbug: and whatever may be the sins of 
the abused and ever-abusing portion in 
question, there is still one redeeming virtue 
in it, namely, — the unflinching and inde&- 
tigable ardour, with which it scents and 
seizes upon the glorious specimens of that 
disgraceful quackery so frequently walking 
forth in our native country. Nor is the 
bitter wit and severity with which it fixes 

VOL. I. M 
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and pins to the gaze of ridicule the many 
essayists and actors of over sanctity^ would-be 
science, or too fervid public spirit, the least 
commendable of it's qualifications. 

It is to be lamented, however, that na 
attention has yet been given by it to the 
vast field which British India so ceaselessly 
presents; and it would almost seem that we 
have been too sparing in those mighty 
appellants of aid and good vrill, in the shape 
of pecuniary votes by Houses of Assembly, 
by which the Western Indies have propi- 
tiated the editorial affection and patronage 
of so many of the stem, inflexible Catos 
of the English and Scottish Rress. Be 
this as it may, they have seldom noticed 
Bengalees, vrith any thing like amenity or 
kindly feeling. Had they been as weH 
acquainted, as we are, with the counter- 
part, and more than equal-paced examples 
of Humbug, to be met with also in British 
India, we may be sure that Theodore Hook 
the witty delineator of the biHous Nabo5 
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in " Sayings and Doings," and that the 
accurate describer of pet Boarconstrictors and 
kicking Adjutants, would have trotted forth 
snany a poor Koee-hye to the killing amuse- 
ment of his readers. 

Never, Indeed, was Humbug, or Humbug- 
ging, (I know not the correct term for the 
essence of this virtue, and Dr. Johnson 
•unfortunately does not apprise us, though 
he ably announces and instances the charac- 
ter Humdrum,) never was it more splendidly 
patronised than In the provinces of Bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa: with the other districts, 
countries, and principalities, in and without 
the happy code of the Bengal regulations. 
Very nearly with us all, from the highest 
to the lowest, — ^from prince to peasMit, — the 
civilian, the soldier, the bar, the learned 
professions, the du£tukhana, the outcry, or 
the counter, Humbug is the aim of all our 
acts, — the leading star of our efforts ; and if 
I bound my field of it's daily practice and 
esislence here, and include no frirther 
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objects in the outstretched circle of it's 
votaries, it is only that I, the Bengalee, 
am most busy myself in the goodly employ- 
ment of Humbugging. For while one of 
my main objects is to exhibit myself as a 
quiet, inoffensive, industrious, and good sort 
of creature, would it not be ruinous to mar 
the toil and set countenance of years, 
merely to give a luckless hit at those, who 
can strike harder, methinks, than my poor 
wit may do ? 

Is not Humbug in India reduced to a 
science? Look at the saintly frequenter of 
Churches, (an unfrequent character thisy I 
admit ;) the abstainer even from smiles on 
a Sunday; if Rupees but glean upon his 

sanctity, his conscience is where ? 

K he chance to be an agent or a merchant, 
he will talk of liberality by the hour, and 
trffix his name, with princely benevolence, 
to the subscription for the family of some 
poor ruined devil of an adventurer ; perhaps 
of a constituent, an Indigo Planter, or 
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t^xmtiy captain, whose bankraptcy has been 
sealed by the accumulating charges of 
interest upon interest, bond upon bond, life 
insurance, forced consignments and ccnnmis- 
sion ; with other ^orious 'picldngs for the 
agent, which enrich and fatten him, till he 
gravely doles out his post-obit munificence, 
and grants a poor portion of |the plunder to 
the pennyless widow of his victim* 

Lo ! yonder Prince of Smiles and Hospi- 
tality ! How affably he hails his guests ; 
how he patronises the humble applicant, 
smd "breathes bland favour'* up<m every 
friend! 'Tis all Humbug 1 He cares not two 
straws for the wide worldfull of us alL If 
a second deluge were inflicted, he would 
enact Noah without a sigh ; and millions 
might drown beside Ids ark, so it were safe, 
and he in the calm enjoyment of his hookah I 

And yonder fair Coquette, how she plays 
with the yoimg soldier, and trifles with the 
best feelings of the boy ! Does she love 
him?— Not a whit; she has no love for two 

M 3 
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hundred and fifty rupees per months and a 
bungalow. She likes Aim, it is true; — ^nay, 
has affirmed it often to himself and wonders 
at his fears and idle jealousy/ of yon bilious 
and antique Judge of AppeaL But she 
ruins the peace of the deluded youth, that 
she may dance quadrilles with a good 
partner ; and finally accepts the Civilian, 
that she may live in a palace, and spend 
four thousand rupees per mensem. 
^ My once firiend and contemporary. Will 
Woodby, next my superior here, and now 
member of Parliament at home, is a happy 
instance of the successftil and unceasing 
practice of Humbug. He arrived in India 
with a tolerable person, a ready quickness 
of manner and remark, which passed for 
ability with many; and with a real northern 
ambition of standing well with all round, 
still better with all above him. He was 
restless, busy, and ambitious; and yet as 
intrinsically idle at heart, as the merest 
loiterer, or Beau Fribble of his standmg. 
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There was no College^ fortunately for him[> 
in those days; for Hag, at that period, he 
could not But if a College had existed^ 
he would have eontrived to make as much 
show of hard study, as the steadiest Persian 
and Arabic would have been the leading 
themes of his open admiration; and ten to 
one but the Examiners would have passed 
him through the languages, simply from the 
seeming fame and asserted extent of his 
attainments. He was at first appointed an 
asastant in one of the public offices at the 
Presidency, when he was oftener absent, 
than in attendance^ on the public duties; 
imd if seriously enquired into, it must have 
been detected that he performed truly and 
positively nothing. Yet business was ever 
in his mouth, and if you met him at outcry, 
or at mpming visits, or the shops, the livery 
stables, or the riding school, (a favourite 
lounge in that day,) Will was always 
in a hurry, always gomff to office. At his 
house top. Will played the same good game ; 
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he was ambitious of the character of being 
clever and literary. This cost him more 
pains than hb own inclinations would will** 
ingly have subscribed to : true, he had 
no particular Want of modest assurance; 
he could speak on all occasions like a 
Hume or an O'Connell; but he wished 
to seem to speak well, and subjects imfor- 
tunately could not be prepared and selected 
without some trouble. Reading he liked 
a little, but it was the light and easy 
style of Fielding, or Smollett, or the 
romances and tales of a circulating 
library, which captivated his fancy. Never- 
theless, he purchased a collection of standard 
works, and moreover a most splendid and 
stately reading desk: here he ever display- 
ed a volume of the Classics, with marginal 
notes in his own pencil; and to avow his 
admiration of ancient lore, he would mouth 
away a few lines of Homer, «id acquired 
by heart the leading verses of half a dozen 
books of Virgil's ^^ MrmdP with as many 
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stanzas of a few of the odes of Horace. 
These he could at any time recite with 
good effect But if you dropt in upon 
him cleverly and unawares^ you would 
surprise him stretched on his couch with 
Roderick Random, or something not quite 
so good^ claiming his delighted attention; 
and probably Herodotus, announcing itself 
in proud and eminent display on his read- 
ing desk, but untouched and unthought of, 
by it's unassuming possessor. 

From Reviews he culled forth the char- 
acter and titles of different works of our 
Hterature, and oftentimes selected a subject 
for bold descant at a dinner party. And 
strange to say, this took — "Do you know 
Mr. Woodby?" said a Member of Council 
one day, "he is remarkably clever, and, I 
predict, will rise in the service." 

And rise he did. Of his registership I 
never heard, for he was then in a different 
part of the country; but as an acting 
Judge, when litde more than four years 
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resident in India, his fame rang loud in 
every part of it He was indefatigable in 
Cutcherry, from sunrise to evening ; he gave 
more business to the circuit than a dozen 
other districts^ and if you believed himself, 
and he did not assert it unfrequently, his 
district was in better order, and more clear 
of decoity than even Kissenagur, imd^ 
old John Elliott himself, of thief-taking 
notoriety. Ye j^owersl how he once held 
forth at a dinner in the Barrackpore Lodge, 
on the occasion of a January's meeting. 
His Police, — his Serishtadar, — Ms Omlah, — 
his Cutcherry, — his Jail and Kydees; like 
Bat/es in the ^^ Rehearsdl^^ it was all ^^ His 
Thunder!" no wonder we soon heard of 
him as a confirmed Judge of Hooghly ; and 
next as an acting aspirant in the Judicial 
Secretary's office, conducting it's labours, 
nay looking forward in a brief period to 
the Secretarial Sceptre itself I 

Now it was that Will began to shine as 
an oraton If a great man had occasion to 
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renew a portion of his liver, and meditated 
a voyage to Europe; lo! it was the signal 
for a meditated speech on the part of Will 
Woodby i He would write out fair manu- 
script oratory for every occasion . and event, 
and learning the whole diligently by heart, 
let but the glimpse of an opportunity present 
itself. Will was on his legs at the Town 
Hall, or elsewhere, with a two hours' speci- 
men, ad captandum vulgus ; and I must 
add, most religiously, ad laudandum magnos! 
When great men, however, failed him, he 
would "do'* a little benevolence, and hold 
forth in advocacy of a Free, or a Charity 
school ; or, any other minor subject for 
eloquence. He was, in a word, the most 
public-spirited, the kindest, the charitablest, 
(as far as speaking went,) and the most 
laudatory of any man of the three Presi- 
dencies. 

Well, virtue ever meets it's reward, and a 
very few years saw Will Woodby at first 
Judicial Secretary, then Chief, and firom hfe 
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feme and high standing with the Court of 
Directors, he at length had *^ the honoura- 
ble" perfixed to his name, and the honour of 
fingering the still more honourable stipend 
of a Seat in Council My intimacy, of 
course, had long since ceased with him, but 
he was always " delighted" to see me to 
the last ; at least he always said so, and 
looked most smilingly patronising and encou- 
raging when we met It is many years 
since he retired to England, and though he 
failed in his canvass for the Direction, yet 
his interest soon obtained him a seat in 
ParUament But, somehow, in that house 
he defeated the hopes of all his Indian 
admirers. He spoke, once or twice, it is 
true, in his best style ; but whether they 
had a distaste for eastern claptrap, and 
nabob oratory, or whether the field of 
Humbug was all pre-engaged, or whether 
as my wicked acquaintance Frank Touchem 
has often asserted, " they mnohed him there ;" 
I knew not. Certain it is, his exertions in 
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that assembly, and in his new sphere, have 
since been confined to a silent assent in 
favour of some great man, or in swelling 
the steady majority of some omnipotent 
minister of the day. 
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THE MOFUSSIL. 



GHAPTEB THE FIB8T. 



La Ville est le sejonr d«s prefknet h«Bi|uii8 ; les Dieiut 
habitent lea Campagnea. 

BOUBSEAU. 

It was resolved I siK>uId go by dakt 
The visit so long promised, so often disap-. 
pointed, could no longer be deferred : so, 
the bearers having been some d^ys previ- 
ously written for, and myself ftJly equipped 
for the trip, my petarrahs laden with a due 
proportion of linen, one of them, together 
with the netting of my palkee, amply stored 
with sandwiches, biscuits, oranges, beer, and 
other accompaniments for a dak trip, I soon 
adjusted myself in my silk pjjamahs, dress- 
ing gown, and slippers, and away we startecl 
cheerily by the light of our mussals. 
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Man, after all, is the mere slave of plax;^ 
tis well as of time and circmnstances ; and 
like his companion -ef the feline species, 
is truly a domesticated and bome-revering 
^animal Far be it from me to confess that 
I am a piim, immovable, old-maidish sort 
of Bachelor, whom it is death to put ' out 
<of his way, and to whom the disarrange- 
ment of the economy of daily habits, is an 
^ajtihLj xmsfortu&e. But «t31 the misery of 
packing up, the horror of disturbing the 
cherished confusion, the heaped disorder of 
that sanctum sanctorum, and holy seat of 
idippered retirement, a Bachelor's study, 
was truly overwhelming : the very anticipa- 
tion of the task afflicted me for days, and 
I sat and ^ndered over i£s difficulty, long 
before I could muster heart to attempt 
it The old guns, the scattered fishing 
apparatus, every -ancient and discarded hat, 
whip, stick, bridle, portion of old harness, 
broken tool, and empty medicine chest, 
athe collection of accumulated chits, card% 
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newspapers, auction catalogues and pamph- 
lets, all, all were dear to me. The very 
jiust itself, that encased and embrowned 
them, enhanced their value in my affection ; 
as the mellowing of age enriches the faded 
colouring of a Rubens or a Guido. I 
hallowed even the very sites where they 
had reposed and been enniched, as it were, 
in this the temple of my lounging. With 
what dehght did I pounce upon an ancient 
roomy chest in one of my godowns, in 
which I could shut up, en masse, the whole 
of my last collection of letters, MSS., and 
other papers, to arrange or separate which, 
would have engaged me for months. But 
at last all was happily adjusted; and on the 
evening of the 15th October, 182 — ^, the 
bearers were noisily conveying my palan- 
keen through the northern suburbs of 
< Calcutta, and in full pace and progress 
towards the Mofussil station of Sahibpore. 

Happy, indeed, are those able and ready 
sleepers, who, no sooner dispose themselves 
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to rest, than the leaden hand of Morpheus 
lets fall their iids, and consigns them at 
once to deep and undreaming slumber. It 
is not so with me; and alas I more especi- 
-ally when journeying by dak. I do dose 
^sometimes, but the first jolt of the palkee, 
the momentary flaring of the too close 
mussal — ^nay, the very smell of the rank 
and fetid oil that feeds it, without dwelling 
upon the merciless importunity of the 
bearers at the close of each stage, soon 
dispel every thought of sleep ; and leave 
me only to the refuge of my own ruefiil 
meditations. 

And thus I journeyed on ; long, long 
past midnight The moon had risen in the 
heavens, and the chill air of the approach* 
ing cold season had induced me to wrap 
myself in my rajye and boat cloak. But I 
left unclosed the door of the palankeen, for 
the grandeur and solemn stillness of the 
night scene, as we passed along an extensive 
plain, broken only by the scattered topes of 
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mango trees^ or the straggling villages, with 
their mounded tanks, had awakened within 
me a train of busy thoughts, till I could 
have contemplated the scene for hours. 
Except the voices of my own bearers, and 
at times the barking of some disturbed 
village dog, there was not a breath to 
dispel the stilly and seeming death-like soli- 
tude of the way. What a crowd of reflec* 
tions stole upon my mind I I was thousands^ 
thousands of miles from my own native 
country, far amid the land of the stranger 
and the subdued : in the invaded, the 
spoiled, the conquered country of the 
Indian. I looked around ; the proud fort- 
ress, the embattled wall — ^may, the wealthy 
tenement and retreat of the former possessor 
of the soil, had mouldered away on the 
plain ; and the descendants of the once 
noble and powerful of the clime were now 
lowly suitors at the portals of their foreign 
masters ; or earning a daily sustenance 
in the few humiliating employments still 
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permitted them* They were menialsi perhaps, 
or lowly followers m the very scenes, where 
the voices of their forefathers breathed only 
the edicts of command And yet in the 
lonely and silent night, a weak, defenceless 
individual was journeying in peaceful safety 
amidst the vestiges of their humiliation* 
No restless and brooding avenger of his 
country's wrongs came to demand restitution 
from his foe ; no hand drew nigh to wreak 
vengeance on the solitary straggler from the 
bands of his invaders. The millions of the 
East are then happily sunk in their subjec- 
tion, even as the cardess sleep of in&ncy; 
and if the scaring of their dreams, or the 
waywardness of humour, may at times break 
forth into a transient cry, or agitate them 
for an instant, it needs but the soothing, or 
the correcting anger of a word, and all is 
again composed to rest, and sinks into 
resigned and stirless slumber. 

Heaven knows where my meditations 
would have carried me : but the Russians, 
Bimjeet Sing, and the Schah of Persia, 
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were beginning to flit before me in the 
drama, which my imagination had conjured 
upon the Indian stage for my travel- 
ling rumination and amusement; when the 
changing of the set of bearers^ and the 
wonted eternal " Sahib^ Sahib ; — ddk budke 
hoooy bearer logue hooch buxish munffta,^ soon 
roused me from my thoughts ; or, as I 
verily believe, in spite of my complaining, 
fr(Hn my own sound slumber and dreaming. 
And thus it was I journeyed on, till the 
accustomed number of hours brought me to 
my destination ; and deposited me at the 
bungalow of my old friend and chum Tom 
Alport, now a grave married man, with a 
large £unily, and Civil Surgeon at the 
station of Sahibpore. I would not permit 
a soul to be disturbed; so a servant quietly 
conducted me to my apartment, where a 
bed was invitingly ready; and most willingly 
did I retire to it and repay myself with 
some good sound sleep, for the jolting and 
misery of my d&k trip. 
I was awakened at rather a late hour in 
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the morning, by my worthy friend himself, 
who was standing at my bed-side, and w6 
had a comfortable long chat together about 
our good selves and old acquaintances. We 
should have travelled back into some ancient 
events of Lord Comwallis*s era, or the coinr- 
tier days of Lord Wellesley, if Mrs. Alport, 
who had already kindly delayed breakfast 
an hour and a half for me, had not deemed 
it ftdl time to announce it in readiness. I 
was ttierefore led forth, and most warmly 
welcomed by the good and estimable lady 
herself, and then introduced to her daugh- 
ter, a rather pretty and interesting girl of 
seventeen, who had lately joined them from 
England. 

By dinner time, which in the Mofiissil, is 
at the rational hour of four, when no guests 
from the station are expected, we had settled 
down into a most comfortable state of socia- 
bility. Mamma had communicated to me all 
the chit-chat of the neighbourhood: Miss 
Alport had sweetly played spme of her usual 
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lessons, Bnd gone through her hour of prd;^ 
tice before me without ceremony; while 
Papa had paced me, for n couple of hours 
up and dovm the long and well-shaded 
verandah^ and discoursed to me regarding 
his many plans for his family. Alport had 
been a sad wild fellow in his younger days, 
when concerned in several Indigo factories; 
and was formerly one of the first sporting 
characters of the MofussiL He had also 
dabbled a little on the turf; but, my firiend 
Tom was an indifferent disciple of Cocker 
after all, and but a poor arithmetician; and 
never could calculate, with any tolerable 
accuracy, the theory of weight in his various 
bets. He had capital cattle, but no judge- 
ment in matching them, and still less in 
backing others. One lucky hit, however, by 
fair and down-right hard running, brou^ 
up a main portion of his lee-way; and very 
wisely, he cut the matter short, and seceded 
for ever fix)m the race stand. His stud 
was immediately sold off: and at present 
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he merely now and then attends the race 
ordinaries; looks knowing when a bet is 
proposed; tells long stories of Brown Bess, 
a onee^voiuite mnre of his; and k much 
gratified when the young hands consult him 
about their stables: on which subject it 
must be confessed be is somewhat of a 
competent juc^e, 

He soon let me into all Us fiunily history 
and secrets. His eldest boy was out in the 
army, steacty and doing wcH His second, 
by great good fortune and the kind recollec-^ 
tion of a Director, whom he had once 
attended throi^h a dangerous illness at 
Lucknow, was in the CSvil Service* But the 
youi^ dog had given his family more annoy-^ 
ance than aQ the brothers and sisters put 
together. He was still in College, sAer two 
years' trial ot it, and his Mother heard 
such awful accounts of his Calcutta debts, 
doings, and ei^trave^ancies, that, after finding 
jier long letters of epistolary reprehension 
imd i4vice were of w avail, she fiiirly gave 
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him up in deep sorrow, and treinbled a? 
each day's dak, in anticipation of learning 
some fearful calamity. Papa, however, 
always declared he was a fine young fellow, 
and only strove to look grave and mysteri- 
ous when they called the lad a chip of 
the old Block* "As for his debts," he 
said, "they'll bring him up and pimish him 
in good time, and who can put wise heads 
upon boys' shoulders." They expected him 
on a visit in a month or two, if he could 
get out of College, of which there were 
hints of every chance of success; for, 
unknown to many of his compeers, he had 
lighted the midnight lamp to his studies 
for the last few weeks, and was seriously 
disposed to escape the Buildings. Hi& 
Father added, with something like trembling 
in his voice, which I affected not to 
remark, but well vmderstood, that "the 
young scamp was a good hearted lad at 
the bottom, and was secretly resolved not 
to distress his poor doting and affectionate 
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Mother any longer." The eldest son had 
just heen appointed Adjutant of his regi- 
ment, leaving the whole family in admira- 
tion of his acquirements and promotion. 
There were still, however, four or five in 
England, and the old gentleman told me, 
with a rueful face, that the girls were the 
very devil to educate and bring out; that 
Maria had cost them last year, including 
her last masters, outfit and voyage, nearly 
10,000 Rupees. "And now," he continued, 
with a half doleful expression of coxm- 
tenance and manner, " the silly girl is 
anxious, we all believe, to throw herself 
away, on a young subaltern in cantonments 
here, without a rupee but his pay; and 
who has nothing to recommend him but d 
baby-like, handsome set of features, writing 
verses, sketching in Maria's Album, and 
dancing quadrilles like a puppy." 

After some farther disclosures and commu- 
nications, I" made out quite a litde romance 
in my^ old fiiend's fiunily. It appeared 

VOL. L o 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



146 THE nSKGALEE. 

that Mr. Chillum, the Magistrate, a verj 
excellent, good sort of a man, who was 
just beginnmg tp rise above the world in 
his agent's books, and recover the effects of 
the Buildings, Calcutta subscription pack. 
Champagne tiffin parties, and other first 
claims on the griffinage of a civilian, was 
now an avowed suitor of the pretty Maria. 
It is true, the climate has began it's ravages 
on Mr. Chillum, and he is meditating a 
voyage to China, for his liver; but he has 
Mamma's open and decided approbation, and 
teases the young lady most incontinently 
at every party of the station. Still, her 
averted looks, and the stealing glances that 
unconsciously follow her young subaltern, 
have told a tale to many: and prove, in her 
estimation, how much Lieutenant Aylmour's 
lowly claims excel the rank and worldly 
advantages of the haughty but unprized 
Judge and Magistrate, Alas! for the latter — 

^ '* His gif>8, his constsDt courtship nothing gainM ; 
^or she, the more he loved, the more disdain'd," 



"Digitized byCaOOQlC 



THE Bengalee: 147 

At a Mofussil station^ the tisual complaint 
on every side, and with every member of 
the society, is the unhappy dulness of the 
place. I remember a foreign lady in the 
upper provinces, whose invariable remark, 
after the necessary commencement of all 
Indian conversation, — the extreme unprece- 
dented heat of the individual and particular 
day, — ^was ever in lamentation that the 
station was Men triste. The young men had 
at length appended to her the title of 
Madame Triste, and she was known by no 
other. There is hardly a letter from an 
up-country cantonment, or civil station, that 
does not contain the expression-^'* we have 
been exceedingly dull of late." if from an 
old hand, the complaint is the dearth of 
news, with no essential changes rumoured 
in the Government or high offices, to afford 
matter for speculation or comment : if the 
epistle be from a mHitary man, it is 
sufficient that he has been for a few weeks 
uti the station ; then, like the sailor on' 
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shipboard, he is at once a privileged and 
licensed murmurer : but if a young lady be 
the fail inditer, she deplores the dukiess, 
because there is but one ball, with a few 
dinners, in anticipation; and because the 
men are very stupid, or possibly, though 
this is but casually hinted at in the 
postscript, there are not two eliffibks in the 
whole vicinity. 

As for myself although my old friend, 
for the first few days, has been continually 
apok^sing about the apprehended ennui of 
the place, and wearying himself and his 
guest most immercifully, in seeking out the 
supposed necessary wherewithal to amuse; 
yet it would be difficult indeed to impress 
me, who am just escaped from Calcutta, 
with the conviction that any situation in the 
country, with tolerably decent friends, and 
without any positive bore, or desagrement in 
the way, could deserve the character of eter- 
nal dulness, with which the habit of talking 
and complaint has so stigmatised the MofussiL 
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Time, to the larger portion of the Eastern 
community, excepting always the overworked 
civilian and Calcutta merchant, is the direct 
opponent to the Anglo-Indian's happiness ; 
and it may not be asserting too much 
to add, to his health and moral feeling. 
From the moment of leaving the morning 
couch to the hour of again seeking it's 
imblest and unsoothing retirement, the aim 
of many is not to seize, improve, or ration- 
ally enjoy the passing day, but how to drive 
it hurriedly away; how to destroy and obli- 
terate it's very being and existence ! From 
breakfast to noon, there may be a few forced 
dispellants of the hour ; a morning visit or 
two; an occasional attempt at the perform- 
ance of an official duty ; the ini^ction of a 
stable; the trimming of a horse's mane or 
tail — ^nay, the more able exercise of skill in 
icUtting a terrier pup's ears ; followed by a 
iB<demn debate and elucidation of the subject, 
together with an interesting discussion as 
to the better expediency of *^ foxing^ or 
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^^ rounding*^ the ear. All this, with the ad- 
junct of billi»^9 cheroots, and perhaps a 
morning game at Piquet or Loo, m^iy 
contrive to exterminate the enemy till Tiffin; 
but, even then, the watch is ever in hand, 
amidst deep wonderment and repining 
that "the Time passes so slow!" After 
Tiffin, although a new edition of cheroots^ 
and possibly the now somewhat unfashiona- 
ble hookah, may affi:)rd destruction to a 
portion of the aftemocm, while the siesta 
may master the remainder; yet, with those 
to whose bilious habits is denied the luxury 
of the latter, how lingeringly the day lags 
on! How comfortlessly, how miserably they 
lounge about their bungalows; ox wander, 
€71 deshabiBe^ through their verandahs until 
the si^ed-for departure of the sun enables 
them to dress, and creep f(»rth languidly, to 
enjoy the same insipid drive on the same 
unvaried road, which day by day ha9 
wearied them for months with it's stale and 
cheerless monot(my» 
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The asserted want of employment, thi! 
impossibility under such a climate of plea- 
santly and profitably distributing the time, 
the little inducement or opportunity or the 
mind to seek improvement in intellectual 
pursmts, or even amidst lighter resources, 
such as reading, music, or other arts, — ^these 
are the wonted and ready excuses to which 
people ascribe their state of listlessness and 
inaction in India. The climate and heat are 
triumphantly adduced as dampers to all exer- 
tion; and if, in reply, one might venture to 
suggest that, in the short histoiy o( British 
Hindoostan, there are brilliant instances to 
the contrary, we are informed that these 
are extraordinary examples that must have 
excelled anywhere; or we are then silenced 
l^ the luckless examplar of some premature 
victim, and asked ^^how long the exertioi^ 
lasted r 

I have been leH into these reflections by 
the odd coincidence of complaint, and the 
concmnring identity of the observations that 
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greeted us at almost every house we visited, 
when my jBriend Alport "took me round," 
as he termed it, the station of Sahibpore. 

A few mornings after my arrival, we got 
into his buggy, and away we drove; first 
to the Civilians, as they resided in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood. We paid our respects 
to two Judges of the Court of Appeal* of 
that day ; the Judge and Magistrate, Mr. 
Chillum ; the Collector of Revenue, with his 
brother Collector of Customs; the Register, 
and one or two of their young assistants. 
At some of the houses we deposited our 
cards only, as the gentlemen were at 
Cutcherry, and the ladies not visible. After 
this, we drove into cantonments, and made 
a regular tour of the Bungalows ; but if we 
except the ridiculous concurrence of all, in 
complaining of the dulness of the place, and 
which complaint came equally from the civil 
And military residents, there was nothing 

* It will be remembered that thii fpeaks of 182—. 
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particular iu our string of visits. Our thii^ 
indeed struck me; my host,' Tom Alport, 
seemed to be a mighty favourite every 
where : all were glad to see him, and he 
had something of good nature, either in his 
greeting or subsequent communication, fox 
every soul he met There was a young 
rogue of an Ensign, whom we discovered 
admidst a dense cloud of smoke from his 
cheroot; he reminded my old friend, who 
vainly affected to look grave before me, of 
some late jollification at their Mess, when 
it would appear they detained the Civil 
Sui^eon a few hours beyond midnight; and 
of which, by the bye, I had heard, very 
deploringly, from his good lady since my 
arrivaL 

I must make one exception to the idle 
and unemployed, that we met with in our 
various calls; it was the young subaltern, 
Mr. Aylmour, who was busy writing, as we 
entered. He was evidently surprised and 
gratified by the visit paid him by the father 
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of Miss Alport After being seated for a 
few moments^ I had leisure to look around 
me, and saw a decent enough Uttle library 
in one comer of the room, and an open 
colour box, with materials for plan or land- 
scape drawing, and a few sketch books^ &c. 
On a side camp table were Persian and 
Hindoostanee dictionaries, with the Nuchliad, 
Gulistan, Muntakha-bat-i-'hindi, and one or 
two other books of that class, which he 
must have been studying in the morning; 
for chairs for himself and his Moonshee 
were yet remaining unremoved from the 
table. A hunting cap, fit)ck and half 
hunter, which I perceived on a clothes-horse 
in the next room, with a few favourite 
billiard cues, and a double-barrelled gun 
cleaning in the verandah, impressed me, 
however, with the conviction that my young 
lover could mingle field sports and other 
amusements with his more studious avoca- 
tions. I verily believe, it was this part 
of his character, that prevented my friend 
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Alport from downrigfat cutting him; but, if 
he had any secret leaning towards the young 
gentleman on such account, it's avowal was 
religiously suppressed in obedience to the 
still, but omnipotent wishes of his lady ; and 
he assured me that he only called on the 
lad, as it would have been rude to have 
excluded his bungalow in the general tour of 
our visits. There had been something of 
confusion in Aylmour's manner at our first 
entrance, which, however, soon wore off, and 
he shortly evinced himself a pleasant, unaf- 
fected young fellow. Perhaps his employ- 
ment at the moment we dropt in, might 
have occasioned his embarrassment. He was 
writing in a lady's Album, and my eyes 
very innocently and unconsciously caught, 
during our conversation, the first two lines. — 

f* And if you lore me, why withhold 
The ooe sweet word, mine ears to hless !** 

He speedily shut up the book, and on a 
;spleiM}id gold medallion on the outside, 
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appeared the name of Mrs. Permit, the 
lady of the Collector. It might, of course, 
have been the seeming idle and unprofitable 
nature of his task, which brought the blush 
to his youthful, and, in justice to Maria's 
taste, I must add, very handsome features. 

After quitting the Lieutenant, my good 
friend remarked to me that " he was a 
prime, hearty chap after all;" while I secret- 
ly determined to help, aid, and abet, to the 
best of my humble ability, and as far as 
should in me lay, the very proper and 
anxious wishes of the young folks : and this 
too, as, in my opinion, the best and kindest 
return I could offer for the unfeigned and 
ceaseless hospitality of my old firiends, the 
Alports. 

But our next and last visit for the 
morning brought us to the spacious and 
comfortable lower-roomed house of Colonel 
Bonassus; a veritable specimen of a Com- 
pany's field officer of the old school. He was' 
slightly known to me, many years ago, but 
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his life and circumstances were once related 
to me by a cousin of my own, previously 
in the same corps, and I cannot do better 
than close my tour of introduction to the 
station, by briefly introducing the Colonel, 
also, to the better acquaintance of my 
readers. Colonel Bonassus, in his early 
career, had been truly unfortimate in his 
promotion. He came to India somewhere 
about the year 1780, just before that happy 
period when the Uberality of his Masters 
had reduced every possible establishment 
both civil and military. It occurred that 
three or four hundred subaltern officers were 
made supernumeraries, on ninety rupees, 
eight annas per month; and, like the hardy 
Spartans of old, were expected to bear this 
infliction on their youth, health, and vital 
prospects, without wincing or a murmur. 
After the period, therefore, of twenty-two 
years' service, at which the Solons of East' 
Indian enactments, and the framers of 
notary remuneration, had then established*^ 
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that our officers might retire to their native 
country, and rest there from their labour, 
with a withered heart and broken constitu- 
tion, on the noble provision of the fuU pay 
of their rank> — ^Lieutenant Bonassus, for such 
was then the extent of his advancement, was 
utterly unable to avail himself of the indul- 
gence. He had before this served on the 
Coast, and against the northern Circars; at 
Seringapatam ; and by singular chance and 
removals, opportune or otherwise, as people 
may deem them, was present at our failure 
against Bhurtpore ; was in Monson's retreat ; 
and narrowly escaped sharing the fate of the 
gallant Lucan, so cruelly sacrificed on the 
advance of Holcar, that the first day's flight 
of the unhappy Monson might be made 
good. He was in the assault of Komonah 
and Bowanee, and other employments in the 
upper provinces against mud forts and rebel 
zemindars, till, after these services, the worn- 
out lieutenant of twenty-two and more years' 
standing had the option of retiring, to be 
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happy in his old age^ on the princely 
pension of somewhat about . eighty-eight 
pounds, five shillings per annum! 

By this time, however, and according 
to good old custom, Lieutenant Bonassus, 
Although no married man', had a tolerable 
large family to provide for: retirement from 
the army was therefore quite out of the 
question. Fortunately for him, he was of 
tougher materials, and less sensitive emotions 
than many who now help to fill, and adorn 
with their monmnental effigies, the various 
walled enclosures in the neighbourhood of 
&e different stations 6t the army. And 
though he grumbled with the loudest, yet 
when he didy at last, get his company, 
Alexander the Great, on the tallest pinnacle 
of his triumphs, was a sorry jest to him I 
I know not whether he was then included 
in the proud Triumvirate, so well known 
to Bengal military men, who 

** Ne'er woald condescend 
To herd with Subs, or call a Sub their friend I** 
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yet it was certain, that, whatever Captaiil 
3onassus's person might have lost of it'3 
bloom, youthfulness and activity, during hi? 
long Ueutenancy, it now gained every thing 
in stateliness and becoming demeanour, on 
the happy attainment of the honours and 
eminence of a Company 1 

It was true, his time had often hung 
heavily pn his hands, for he had no resour* 
ces within himself; but he could tell you 
Hume-like histories, as to length, of every 
service he had seen ; and if he once got 
you into Monson's retreat, you were as 
distressed, as wearied, as bewildered and 
assailed, as the poorest fugitive of that armyj 
long before he brought you within mention 
of the wished-for haven of Agra, Bonassus 
hever in his life read for three whole hours. 
They accused him once, indeed, of commen- 
cing a course of study and reading, on 
his coming near a large station with hid 
regiment; and that he took up Lord Ches- 
terfield as a ground-work for gentlemanly 
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literature. But he invariablj fell asleep 
after a few pages, and one of the wags 
of his corps as often contrived . to put 
his mark back, till, after some days of 
reiterated study, and most grave re-perusal, 
the captain pronoimced it "a very valuable 
and intelligent work, but evincing a consi- 
derable degree of sameness." 

Since that period, in the routine of the 
service, and under the various changes of 
the army, he has attained the rank of 
Lieutenant-colonel, and commands the Regi- 
ment of Native Infantry at Sahibpore. He 
is a strange compound, in appearance, of a 
Koee hy^ a military martinet, and a gentleman 
of the old school ; of which he still pertina- 
ciously cherishes the pig-tail ; and, if it were 
not for his grown-up daughters now living 
with him, would rather too often enact, 
they say, the pleasant character of Colonet 
Oldboy. He used once to be eternally oA 
parade, and was regular as the morning gun, 
until the never-to-be-sufl5ciently-reprehended 
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dismissal of Dundas, and the nineteen 
manoeuvres ; and the modern, and, as he 
terms it, unhandsome introduction of Tor- 
reus' new practice into the army. This 
fairly posed him, and brought on, as he 
admits, a most bilious abhorrence of parade. 
But he still has the officers very frequently 
about him, makes them breakfast with him 
en muster mornings ; and gives a r^ular 
** blow out" on Christmas, the King's, and 
his own, birth-day. He never dispenses 
with the daily attendance at his house of 
the Adjutant and Quarter-master, at the 
orderly hours ; and the scandal-coteries of 
the corps say, he does this with an eye to 
the staff-appointments for his daughters. 
How he stands at Head Quarters, or with 
the Supreme Government, it were rash to 
surmise ; but if they have a respectable 
opinion of his military character, the repeat- 
ed disregard and supercessiou of his claims 
for the various commands of the army. 
Blight well be as worthy of surprise to all^ 
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as with him they are a wearisome ancl 
endless subject of complaint 

On the second day after the tour of visits 
which I have just described, I was witness 
to what many would term a Scene at 
Alport's, of an interesting, and yet, in some 
measure, so ridiculous a nature, that I 
hardly know of what class to determine it 
I shall therefore leave my readers to form 
their own judgment, and simply hasten itV 
relation, as official men would say, **for 
their immediate information and guidance." 
To proceed, however, in due form, it will 
be necessary to turn back to a few initiatory 
events of the day. 

At the wonted ceremonial of breakfast on 
the morning in question, and at that 
cheerfiil Mofussil meal, where beam forth 
firm home-made butter, deUcious bread, 
splendidly fresh ruee-muchee, with Hindoos- 
tanee cake, cuwab, and kidgiree, — ^for my 
old friend shines in nothing more than his 
hospitable hazree, — we were honoured with 
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the^ company of Miss Alport's judicial and 
magisterial lover, Mr. Chillum. He came' 
over in his tonjaun, preceded by the full 
public allowance of personal suvoaree ; nay, 
I • verily believe I counted sixteen or 
eighteen spearsmen, pykes, and burkun- 
dosses, who ushered in and announced, in 
due style, the tonjaun of the burra sahib, 
as it entered the well-trimmed compound 
of the truly-honoured Civil Surgeon. 

I had now an opportunity of seeing 
Maria's elder swain, to more advantage, 
and with better means of observation than 
before. He had a gentlemanly exterior, it 
must be confessed, and some years ago may 
have been in possession of good looks. But 
former habits, something of years, and a 
goodly portion of climate, had now played 
sad havock with his person, and sallowed 
over his small and very inexpressive features. 
His mode of address, also, betrayed too much 
of. the gentleman in it, however strai^ 
the assertion may appear; and the prim' 
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ultraism of his white Knen dress^ in which 
the fashionable and latest improvements were 
neatly, but oddly dove-tailed into the still 
cherished style and mode of the year form- 
ing the revered epoch of Mr. Chillum's 
official debut in India, could not fail to 
strike even an antiquated observer like 
mysel£ His stiff, full cravat of former days, 
composed of a pad, and two or three hand- 
kerchief, with the tie somewhat in the 
shape of two rosettes, primly placed at the 
very top of the edii&ce, and immediately at 
the point of his chin ; all this, surmounted 
with a well-^ongied modem shirt collar, gav6 
his neck a fixedness and immobility of 
appearance, which looked fearfully quaint, 
and added not a little to the unhappy 
stiffiiess and hauteur of his demeanour. By 
the way, the fame of this portion of Mf» 
Chillum's outward adornment had reached 
the Writers' Buildings in Calcutta; for I 
understand that young Alport had written 
up to Maria, and begged his sister's kind 
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intercession with her lover for a pattern^ or 
fall description, of this most " immaculate 
tier 

Mr. Chillmn did not fail to assure me, 
after we were seated^ and it must be 
observed also, after he had obtained no 
return nor encouragement, for many amiable 
iooks, and superabundantly polite things, he 
had addressed to Miss Alport; that he had 
taken this early opportunity of returning my 
very kind visit of the day before yesterday. 
— " With this view, he had done himself 
the pleasure of breakfasting virith his friend 
the Doctor ; particularly as his attendance 
in Cutcherry prevented his visiting at the 
more formal and customary hour of noon* 

Portions of this intimation were conveyed 
^th becoming, and very intelligible empha* 
fiis ; while mamma essayed her utmost to 
make amends for the incivility and apathy 
of her daughter, and I really was unaware, 
before tins, that the old lady could talk so 
eloquently and so much. Mr. Chillum W89 
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complaining of his servants ; and Mrs. 
Alport tendered her kindest and readiest 
assistance to replace them with better. 
Then she was in perfect rapture of gratitude 
at a dalee of early green peas, which he 
had lately sent her from his own garden. 
She once or twice informed him that she 
had a boat shortly to leave Calcutta, with 
supplies for the cold season : — " Could it 
prove of any service to Mr. Chillum, to offer 
part of the accommodation for his stores? — 
but at all events, he might indent freely on 
her's, on their arrival I He must not be in 
a hurry, and why think of Cutcherry? — 
He surely, for one day, could steal half an 
hoiu* from the Court! — And after breakfast 
rfie intended to beg Maria to play to him 
^he air which he admired so much at Mr. 
Permit's, and for which she had written 
only yesterday." 

Poor Maria looked more unhappy than 
ever: but no sooner was the cloth removed, 
and the hookah duly introduced, than the 
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piano was opened, and at mamma's reiterated 
request, the unfortunate girl was condemned 
to play, at that early hour of the day, a 
stupid air with some fifty variations; simply 
because it happened to remind Mr. Chillum 
of some favourite tune of the year of his 
writership, when some favourite belle of that 
favourite era, was wont to ravish with it 
the ears of himself and other collegiates of 
his standing. 

Thank Heaven! at last the man took 
leave, as much to my relief as to that of 
poor Maria. He departed with an infinity 
of bows, and a smile of ineffable grace; 
lurking beneath which, I could decypher, 
nevertheless, no little mortification. The 
young lady instantly made her esc^e; but 
when she returned about an hour after, 
her swoln and tell-tale eyes betrayed ample 
proof, not only of what she had suffered 
fi'om Mr. Chillum's annoying importu- 
nity, but probably firom a secret lecture, 
also, which mamma, meantime, had been 
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impressively conveying. She was soon seated 
at her little rosewood writing desk, and 
busily employed in reading portions of some 
book before her. 

I was at the farther end of die room^ 
pretending to be as busily engaged as her- 
self, with one of the once Great Unknown's 
novels; but in truth watching her every 
look, as if designing her for a study for the 
portrait of ** Love's own gentleness," to be 
given to the world in some future lucubra^ 
tion: for I will confess me, if there be a 
feeling in the solitary bosom of an old 
bachelor, which, in it's interesting and gentle 
nature, may approach the hallowed, the in- 
describable love of a parent, it is that which 
an old and, I may add, affectionate fellow 
like myself may still experience towards a 
young and innocent being like that before 
me ; the daughter of a long-tried friend ; 
and, in her looks and loveliness, the recaller 
of once fond dreams and foolish recol- 
lections I 
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She wa^ tea^aiiiig pem^y^lj^ oyer th? book; 
and the position, of the ropm in which I 
was placed, g^ve a yery fi^vpivable yiew of 
her graceftil, and, but for it'^ ab^ene^ of 
commanding he%ht, mosj el^antly fprm^d 
figure. Her bair, was gatherfsd in lai^g^ 
curk on each side of a beai^tifially feir 
forehead, with one or t:^o large ripigl^.t% 
which fi^H sh^iqgly upon her cheek; and 
I would jngt then haye paid very libe^^y 
for the happy elegance and fecility of Ghin-^ 
nery's pencil, to have sketched her in the 
look of intense feeling she thus betrayed. 
She had thrown up her gaze thoughtfully^ 
but yet unconsciously, to a window, a little 
removed irom that where I was seated, and 
in my life I neyer witnessed any thing 
approaching the S^int Cecilia^Uke expression 
of that raised glance ! Something had 
evidently awakened her enxotion ; I per- 
ceived her bend again and again over the 
book, and then proceed to extract some 
portion of what was before her. If it was 
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curiosity that now impelled ttie tb heir side, 
it was liot impertinent, noir impropel: curios- 
ity, and I approabheji the table, playfully 
enquiring what pectdiar (circumstance was si) 
seriously engaging her attention and stiidy ? 
' She "weis confused, and immediately 
blushed her distre^ at any observation at 
such a moment ; but soon unhesitatingly 
closed her book,— ah Album ; and pointing 
lo die name of Mrs. Permit, in it's well- 
remembered medallion and gold letters, 
informed me that she ** was merely copying 
some few extracts which Mrs, Permit had 
Allowed heir to make^ and who had kindly 
sent her Albuin for the puirpose, with the 
music mamma had written for." 

My mind instantly apprised me that the 
lady of the CoUeciori either froiii Mofiissil 
idleness, or a favourable opinion of young 
Aylmour, in preference to Mr. Chillum, 
(with whom, by the bye, I had heidrd that 
her husband was officially and privately at 
variance,) was now (engaged in the same 
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good and secret office as myself, of aidiii^ 
and abetting th^; young folks. I asked 
Maria if I might open the book : and after 
the permission of a half kind of affirmative 
only, soon came to two or three things in 
the same hand-writing as the two lines I 
have ahready noticed ; at length I turned to 
the continuation of the very lines them- 
selves, and lost no time in reading the 
entire little production of Mr. Aylmour. It 
was as follows : — 



^* To * * * * ^ 

And if you love me, why withhold 
The one sweet word, mine ear to blea« ? 

Or if those lips may not unfoH 

And maiden fears the^ sound repre88,^-<» 

Still let me in thy glances see 

That you can love, and love but me I 

Ah I if you love me, lady fkir ! 

Regardless then of angry fate. 
For thee, alone, Td fearless dare 

The world, in all it's 'whehning hate : 
Then why permit the doubt to be, 
K you can love, and love but me ! 
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And if yott love me, why dday 
The moment that shall end my pain ; 

The moment which shall so repay 
The pangs it costs that love to gain : 

Oh ! deign at once to bid me see 

That you can love, and love but me !" 

** Very pretty and very beseechingly 
romantic,'' I exclaimed, on finishing the 
stanzas, which I had wickedly read loud, 
and then asked Maria, if she knew the 
author of them ? But before I could bring 
myself to look at the poor girl foi* a reply, 
who should be announced, by a card, 
brought to myself, but Mr, Aylmour? Any 
farther jesting or trifling, to add to her con- 
fusion at the moment of his entrance, would 
have been too bad ; so away 1 hurried to 
receive him at the door, and detain him for 
an instant, tUl my new and pretty protegee 
should be sufficiently at ease to reeeivfe him. 
Her Papa was absent in the Provincial 
Battalion lines, on professional duty; and 
Mamma had announced that she should be 
busy for the morning, preserving some 
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young oranges^ which she had promised to 
Mr. Chillum, and in which notable piece of 
housewifery she was peculiarly skilled. 

After taking oiur seats, and the gentleman 
and lady had sedulously endeavoured to 
converse, without awakening observation 
from the tormenting Monsieur de Trop, 
now in their company, I at length suddenly 
remembered a note to answer in the next 
room, and walked away to my desk, to 
enjoy the consciousness of being secretly 
blest at the moment, by two at least, of my 
fellow creatures. I was not altogether ten 
minutes absent, yet abundantly long, I am 
sure, for the young gentleman to take 
happy advantage of his opportunity, when 
I could not help catching one or two 
involuntarily broken sentences, with the 
sudden and inexpressively soft tone of the 
♦* in tears, Miss Alport ?" by the lover. 
Going also to a side table for a wafer, the 
half-kneeling figure of Mr. Aylmour at her 
8ide> was seen by me, before I could avert 
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my glance; but at that moment a servant 
also entered, with a summons for Miss 
Alport to Mamma. 

Shortly after, I joined the young gentle- 
man, who was with his back to the door^ 
all alone, and affecting most industriously to 
admire a Saracen-like portriut of my worthy 
firiend Alport, grimly designed by that 
eminent artist of the upper provinces. Loll 
Ghee; and which, by the way, no induce- 
ment could persuade Mrs. Alport to remove 
from it's present fiightM conspicuousness in 
the sitting room. I let him continue his 
admiration for a reasonable time, but we 
had scarcely attempted a conversation, when 
the sound of distant voices, and one of 
them in anger, struck our attention. They 
came nearer and nearer, — nay, were enter- 
ing the next room, — ^and now distinctly and 
at once burst upon us in the highest treble 
of Mrs. Alport—" I . tell you, Maria, this 
proposal just received from Mr. Chillum 
must not, and shall not be thus rejected. 
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It is useless your denying yoilr silly reason 
for declining it^-^that impeHinent young 
man, Mr. Aylmour, — " 

" Hush, hush. Mamma ! for Heaven's 
sake I—'* 

" No ! I will not spare you, Maria ; you 
care not for our feelings I our continued 
and affectionate solicitude for you ; our 
extraordinary expenses in your education 
and masters in England; all, all to be 
thrown away on a thoughtless boy of a 
Subaltern." 

"In mercy. Mamma! A^ is in the next 
room I" 

" In the next room I where, who, child ?" 

And now the whole murder came out ! 
we were all confronted ; Mr. Aylmour very 
angry ; Miunma in hysterics, with her black 
silk apron on, for preserving young oranges ; 
the Bengalee endeavouring to soothe, and 
soften matters ; and Maria, the pretty, the 
timid Maria, to my utter astonishment, 
suddenly throwing off the seeming gentleness 
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of her nature, and firmly, but respectfullyi 
addressing her Mamma,-'--' 

" Sincerely, most deeply, my beloved 
t^alrent," she exclaimed, '^I lament this: but 
1 am no longer a child True, this morning 
in folly, and overcome by my feelings, I 
have pledged myself to Mr. Aylmour. 
That pledge, for the folly of it has been 
only in it's too early admission, will be 
eternal with me; but it's fulfilment, however 
distant, shall depend only on my parents' 
most fiill and willing approval** Then, 
turning to her lover, who seemed mute in 
his admiring astonishment and gratitude; — 
^^Yqu must retire, Mr. Aylmour," smd Pb§» 
gently ofiering her hand, ^*This is no plac^ 
for you just now; when your presence ip 
sanctioned, i^nd more kindly received, you 
need not fear that F-— she stopped, — her 
momentary firmness failed her, and amidst 
a burst of overpowering tears, I escorted her 
to the door of her own apartment — ^Whei;^ 
I r^turued^ the room was empty | 
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THE MOFUSSIL. 

CkAPTER THE SECOND. 

(Juando allum inVettiemiis parem ? 

Horace. 

TiiE vefy aftehiioon of the day 1 Lave 
just described saw me in closie coiifab; ia 
cantoniiietits, with my new ac^u^ntance, Mr. 
Aylmdur. We had aii urtCommaotily long 
walk lip arid dbwii the Verandkh of his little 
Bungalow; and before we parted, 1 learned 
all that my young loter had to cominimi- 
cate of iiiiilself, his affection, his hdpbs, 
and his future prospects. Of hope ; he had 
abundance^ for ^er his beloved Maa-ia's 
avowal of this hlomingj what had he tiiorfe 
to think ofi or desire? Biit, a^ for thie 
future, trufe; he w6uld not subject <>ne ^ 
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dear to hina to th^ annoyances of marching 
about with the regiipept, amidst the luxuries 
pn^y of his pye^se^t means. But had he 
not received a vpiosju fayour^thle reply, only a 
fe^Y days since, to an application for the 
Quarter-master Ge^aey^'s department? did 
not the Mili^aiy Secretary to his Lordship 
announce to him, that "his name was upon 
the li?t of candidates?" After one or two 
close enqvmrifs, I fpund that Mj^ Aylmour 
had lately ti^ansmitted a r^comroendi^tpry 
letter to the Gov^rnojr-General, fVom ^ 
gentleman of considerable property of Lei- 
ceste^hire, * coimty ^eighbour, and late 
brotherrsport^man of his Lordship; but 
although th^ Lieutenant had no one earthly 
reason th^^t 1^ could establish, for bis present 
over-sa^gnin^ expectations pf success, ho 
seemed, lik^ all you^ng aspirants, i^ certain 
of Im wi3he39 as if in ^ctiud ppi^ession of 
a, promise under th^ IVJarquesB's own hand 
^nd seai 
I weU kaevi thiit his oiUy chance vdth 
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Mrs. Alport, in the present desperate state of 
his love affair, would be his success with 
a staff appomtment Not that Mamma was 
altogether as worldly-minded as might be 
concluded iGrom this. In truth, she was a 
plain, good-hearted, unaffected ererj day sort 
of body who made Alport a most excellent 
wife; though we were all assurecBy in 
wonder, in our day, what miracle, or 
combination of fittes, coidd have brought 
them together ! He, in his season of wooing, 
a wild, betting, ne'er-do-weel of a Sportsman; 
and she, a simple, quiet, pretty-enough 
daughter of a neighbouring Indigo Planter. 
But like most Mammas of a few years' 
standing in India, she had, by this time, 
acquired a delicate and very discriminative 
judgment as to the eligibility^ or otherwise, 
of her daughter's admirers. The difference 
of th6 services; the nice point of relative 
situation ; the distinctions of staff imd salary, 
and the comparative advantages flowing from 
the snug fixture of permanent appointment. 
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opposed to the luckless inconveniencies of 
a scanty marching establishment; all these 
were as well understood by her, and as 
much a portion of her maternal belief, and 
hopes for her daughter's earthly happiness, 
as the very creed itself was, to her sense 
of religion, a necessary foundation for her 
fiiture and everlasting welfare. 

Under all these circumstances, I suddenly 
remembered me of pressing business, at the 
Presidency; and wrote forthwith to the 
Deputy Post-Master, for an early dak. I 
soon found that I should have the benefit 
of company this time; for Mr. Neilman, 
described as a most hearty good fellow, 
an Indigo planter, had ridden over to my 
friend Alport's from his factory, having 
ordered his dak for Calcutta on the same 
evening as myself^ We soon found ourselves 
perfectly good friends; and on our way 
together, before we had proceeded half a 
dozen stages, were as mutually communicative 
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as two old kooe^hyes at home in a stage* 
coach^ or two young Subalterns, in any part 
of the world, on a night picquet He came 
out, he told me, some fifteen years before, 
as a midshipman in the Honourable Com- 
pany's Ship Sir WilUam Curtis; but not 
admiring his middy's berth on board, on 
reaching Bengal, he fairly ran for it? Hav- 
ing no firiends at the Presidency, he must 
have had an edifying sort of retirement, at 
a punch house probably, for the first few 
weeks of his surreptitious introduction to 
India. At last, he made bold to write to 
his maternal uncle, an Indigo planter up the 
country, whose events, by return of d&k, 
were desired to pack oflF the young gentle- 
man in a small boat to the Leilpore factcHy. 
There it was that young Neilman soon 
became an expert assistant, and after several 
years of hard £5igging and galloping along 
the cultivation, he was enabled, by his 
uncle's retirement, and the aid of his agents. 
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to become lord and master of the works 
themselves, with the puckah buildingef, bun- 
galowsy drying houses, vats, China pumps, 
ploughs, and I know not how many biggahs 
of cultivation, or thousands of outstanding 
balances I 

For years, he told me, in was sad ^^deek 
our miknut ;" regular ** hyran " kind of work ; 
and but for the princely kindness of a part- 
ner of one of the Calcutta houses, whom 
he delighted to hail as the '^ sub^se bhula 
admeej^ it would have been ^*ho^huka^ with 
him long since. It is necessary to inform 
my readers, that my new companion, Mr. 
Neilman, had adopted, in his phraseology, a 
most happy, or, at all events, a most 
unceasing admixture of Hindoostanee aids 
and expletives. Half his native English had 
now given way to bad Hindoostanee. Thus 
he never dines, only khana-khats ; he never 
touches wine, it is all shraub with him or 
rather beev'-shravby his only beverage. When 
he inspects his Indigo fields, he takes a dikh 
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at the plant, or chuls over the hates : he 
calls Alport his old doost; and conversing 
with his good lady, a little bat-cheet with 
the beebee^soMbt Without premising this, it 
would be difficult to follow Mr. Neilman 
through his present Eurasian, or Anglo-asia- 
tic illustrations in conversation. But such of 
my readers as may find it difficult to keep 
pace with him, I can safely recommend 
them to the able expositions of that eminent 
eastern philologist and linguist, the Author 
of a very opportune work, — " The Orienti- 
occidental Tuitionary Pioneer!" 

Mr. Neilman was giving me the history 
of his Indigo affairs, but paused to assure 
me he was burra khoosee that the Judge 
sahib had been jwhabed by the young 
spinster at the Doctor's. " Lord, Sir !" he 
exclaimed, *^ he gives more deck to the poor 
leilmdlas of the district, than half the zillah 
courts of the country. Some folks say he 
is fond of goose^ but I think it's all regular 
zid with him. It was but last season I cut 
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my plant at some ruyuts of mine near 
Leilpore ; it was all ready to bring in^ 
when up came a ^ang of hot-walku belong- 
ing to a cala-feringeef a low Portuguese chap 
in my neighbourhood ; and laMees in hand, 
they chuWd off with the whole of /^/ 
Well^ Sir, that bit of zuburdust work 
would'nt do for me ; so I sent in a durcast 
to the Judge, brought a civil suit against 
the fellow ; lugged him also into the 
Foujdaree Court {w a mar^peet affair; and, 
just as every thing was mokuddv/nuxh% and 
my Vakeel announced the Diggeree in my 
favour, in walks my feringee friend with a 
host of jootah'g&wahs, and I got my rookstd 
in grand style. I oxdy wish I had the 
Judge in one of my Indigo vats I Td give 
a tinge of blue to his biliouEOiess, Fd 
warrant him.'* 

The next subjects of Mr. Neilman's angry 
complainings, were the Calcutta agents, of 
whom, by his own shewing however, he had 
as little right to complain as most men ; 

B 3 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



186 THE BENGALEE.. 

'* but he had got to the right side of these 
gentry, thank God! — ^Last May's account 
gave himself and his wbrks all clear, and 
he'd make a new sort of bunderbust for the 
future! Why, the year before last," continu- 
ed he, " they sold my blue at arrye-sou 
rupeeah the maimd; and I was offered else- 
where nearly puonee teen for it all round, 
dust and broken, musters and all ! But, 
never mind, my good fellow," he continued, 
^^ I've enough yet to give a bottle of prime 
beer shraub^ with a spare hookah a 
howdahy and a sporting hathee for a friend 
at my Factory ; and when you return to 
Sahibpore: the old Doctor sahib and you 
shall have a few days' shikar of it" 

I only took leave of my talkative com- 
panion, as we passed the house of his 
agents, on reaching Calcutta. And I could 
well see, that in spite of his boasting, he 
yet stood in awe of the "Dear Sirs," even 
like a big school-boy, who still looks back 
with secret terror at the birch, as it 
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fearfully betrays itself in the well-remembered 
comer of the school-room 1 I saw no more 
of him in Calcutta* 

After a few hours' rest, I turned my mind 
gravely to the purpose of my hasty and 
temporary return to the Presidency; it was 
nothing more or less than a most unpresum- 
ing wish on the part of the Bengalee, to 
see how far his interest would extend with 
great men; and hiunbly ascertain, if he 
could place his young friend Aylmoiur in 
the Quarter-Master General's deptuiment I 
bethought me of various favourable channels 
to approach the fountainhead ; and after a 
hasty breakfast on the day subsequent to my 
arrival, away I posted to pay my respects 
to one of the Government Secretaries, whom 
all declared to be the Arbiter Parcarum, and, 
imder the supreme Head himself, the most 
influential of big men. Fortunately he was 
not a military person, and I must here 
entreat excuse for pausing to say one thing, 
which I have actually heard asserted, of 
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course without the slightest foundation, and 
my military readers, must pardon me^ who 
am no soldier^ for this piece of 6econd*-hand 
and idle reproof to the chie& of their com- 
munity. I say it has been affirmed^ that 
in the circle of Calcutta great men, the 
least civil, the least conciliatory, and, with 
a few striking exceptions, the least encou-* 
raging to their own juniors, and their own 
brethten of the same profession, are the 
many various magnates of the 8ta£P, who 
have chanced to gain for themselves the 
more exalted and fortunate stations of the 
official ladder. 

I was ushered into a large house, and 
received stiffly, though as politely as you 
please, by my new patron. But although 
petitioning, anxiety, and solicitation were 
written in every feature o( my face, and 
breathing in every tone of my hesitating 
articulation, yet I received no encourage- 
ment to disclose my wished. After a few 
common-place remarks, and one or two 
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heavy pauses in the conversation, which 
the great man took no pains to remedy or 
enliven, ringing only the changes on one or 
two official and set phrases, in which the 
State or the Goverrimenty or the G(y>)emment 
or the State, formed three-fourths of the 
words uttered; why I faii-ly came away -as I 
went, without having the heart or spirit to 
broach the very subject that had brought 
me some hundred of miles to Calcutta, for 
it's sole furtherance and object ! 

The foregoing was a damper to my plan 
of making interesty as it is called: it at once 
determined me to step past all subordinates, 
and soUcit an audience vdth the Governor- 
General himself. So I forthwith despatched 
a note to the Aide-de-camp in waiting at 
the Barrackpore park, and laid horses at 
Cox's Bungalow for the purpose of follow- 
ing it myself the next morning. On reach- 
ing Barrackpore, I took the opportunity of 
visiting Colonel JhootboU, a very ancient 
acquaintance and ally of mine ; most 
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renowned for his extraordinary ehots^ and 
marvellous escapes from tigers^ wild hogs, 
and elephants^ with more of eastern adven- 
tures^ mishaps, and miracles, to his share, 
than aoy man in the army. At his hospi- 
table quarters I got a very warm welcome, 
and most excelletlt breakfast; and found 
waiting for me a reply from the Aide-de- 
camp, appointing the hour for my attend- 
ance at Government-house. It need not be 
mentioned that I was punctual at the hour 
stated. On entering the Government resi- 
dence at the park, and ascending the stair- 
case, I was met by a gentlemanly young 
officer, who very civilly led me to - the 
centre room, and begged me to be seated, 
until he should proceed to his Lordship's 
study, or writing apartment in the north- 
east wing of the building, and ascertain if 
the Marquess was at leisiu«. 

Perhaps there are few things less enviable 
than those moments of anxious suspense 
and trepidation, experienced by a doubtful 
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sviitor to patronage, when on the very point 
of introduction to the presence of rank and 
power. While hastily pondering over and 
conning an introductory speech, and nervous- 
ly planning the best mode of pre&cing the 
wished for subject, — ^how devoutly the suitor 
wishes himself with Captain Parry at the 
North Pole, or with Mr. Buckingham at 
Jericho, or any where, rather than in his 
present situation of most uncomfortable 
nervousness. As for myself, I had seen his 
Lordship but once at a levee; was known 
to him publicly, it is true, but still too 
slightly for so serious an intrusion. How- 
ever, my state of suspense was not allowed 
to be very tedious ; the Aid-de-camp returned 
to present me, and in a moment I foimd 
myself standing before the Governor-General 
in person. His Lordship had risen at my 
entrance, and moved slightly forward to 
receive me; politely pointing to a chair 
near himself for my reception. My eye 
glanced tor a moment upon the Governor- 
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General^ — on the noble ruler of British 
India, the late conqueror of it's central 
epipires ! How little is sufficient to soothe 
and tranquillise the heart of a suitor; how 
intimately, the eye scans, in a single glance 
the very mind and feeling of it's patron ! I 
felt at once assured that I was in the 
presence of kindness and condescension 1 

I soon became myself, and capable of 
observing: his Lordship had on a plain silk 
undress coat, having relieved himself from 
his wonted general-officer's uniform, for the 
purpose of writing more at ease. On the 
table before him were several boxes contain- 
ing papers or despatches, with some large 
thick quarto letter paper for his personal 
writing. Some of the boxes were open ; and 
at his right hand was one closed, but with 
a narrow opening in it's lid, like a post- 
office panel, for the admission of closed and 
sealed letters. Various Secretaries' consulta- 
tion boxes containing recent reports, minutes 
or despatches in circulation for the perusal 
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oF the members of Government, were on a 
side table, awaiting their early turn for 
consideration. The punkah was moving by 
some simple mechanism, so as to obviate 
the intrusion of a servant, and the whole 
scene betrayed the study and retirement of 
an indefatigable, ardent statesman, but one 
necessarily systematic and methodical in the 
otherwise overwhelming magnitude of his 
public business. After one or two affable, 
almost kind enquiries, which proved that 
the Bengallee was remembered even after 
the slight introduction of a previous year, I 
was at once emboldened, without farther tres- 
pass on his Lordship's time, to enter upon 
my solicitation for Mr. Aylmour. I stated 
the public grounds of my application; adverted 
briefly to his own recommendatory introduc- 
tion, as I beUeved, from home to his Lordship; 
touched upon the yoimg man's assiduity and 
knowledge of the Orient?! languages, and 
then dilated on his peculiar talents for the 
department to which he aspired. 
VOL. I, s 
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At this moment his Lordship bowed to 
me> as in apology for the interruption^ and 
rising up^ proceeded to a drawer^ and took 
out from it a small coloured plan, with the 
name o£ A. F. Aylmouvy Lt in the comer; 
*^thi8 I believe, is by your young friend, 
and a very creditable performance it is: 
Mr. Aylmour is not unknown to me," 
His Lordship then informed me, that some 
months ago, struck by the name, which was 
that of a Major also, once well known in 
America, and a personal . friend during that 
unhappy conflict, he had been induced to 
make enquiry ; and was already in posses- 
sion of some favourable particulars regarding 
the Lieutenant, who had proved to be a 
grandson of an early brother soldier. 

On hearing this, I hesitatingly ventured 
on an appeal to the well-known generous 
and somewhat romantic part of his Lord- 
ship's character, too often abused by others, 
as many have sighed to think! and apprised 
him of Lieutenant Aylmour's situation with 
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the Alport family. I faltered and paused at 
first introducing the subject, but his Lord^ 
ship listened to me with such politeness^ 
such evident kindness and attention, that I 
briefly detailed the whole circumstance. 
Never shall I forget the playful smile which 
illumined his benevolent and noble counte- 
nance, when he at length interrupted me by 
saying, " The young man's happiness then 
seems in a fair way of realization, for I 
have already handed, I believe, a memo- 
randum to the proper office to ensure his 
succeeding to the first vacancy in the 
desired department ; and I apprehend a 
vacancy has occurred within these very few 
days. " . Thanks were not permitted me, — ^I 
was immediately pressed to stay that after- 
noon to dinner at the Government-house, 
and the bow that acknowleded the gratefiil 
acceptance of the kindness, seemed to me 
as a signal to retire. 

"They will be all rapture at Sahibpore,** 
thought I, as drove down to Calcutta in 
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the evening. My d&k was again laid; and 
once more the accustomed number of hours 
saw me at the Civil Surgeon's Bungalow^ 
whence I despatched a happy note to the 
Lieutenant 
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THE MOFUSSIL. 

CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

To paint the gloomy horrors of the tomb, 
Th' appointed place of rendezYous, where aU 
Earth's travellers meet — 

BI.AIB. 

In a small community, the absence, by 
death, of one of it's members, the diminu- 
tion of the ascertained and well known 
number of « those around, throws a gloom 
upon the survivors, which the residents of 
a large and populous city seldom either 
experience or conceive. Amidst the more 
extensive communities, and we may here 
instance Calcutta, the decease of an indtvi- 
dual may be deeply felt within the 
immediate circle of his friends; but the 
generality of people can know the event 
no further than by it's brief record in the 
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public papers. Perhaps a few here, in their 
evening progress to the course, may meet 
the solemnity of the funeral procession; 
these may check the vacant smile, and stay 
their vehicles by the way-side, to pause in 
beseeming respect, while the mortal remains 
of a brother citizen are passing to their long, 
long home. But the impression lasts not 
beyond the line of mourners in the rear; 
and the next barouche with it's party of 
listless acquaintances; and the necessary 
exertion, and slight movements of recogni-^ 
tion which ensue, soon dispel the faintest 
lingering traces of the late too melancholy 
spectacle. 

But in a small society, the bereavement 
falls, as it were, within our own immediate 
ken; the home itself of alL Even where 
the deceased may have been barely intimate, 
he was yet of the few, whom the eye often 
recc^nised amidst the friendly circle ; and 
in the Mlure of some slight office, some 
trivial but accustomed event within his share 
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of the social compact, his absence is yet felt, 
and the wonted companion missed and 
regretted! The vacant habitation daily meets 
the eye as we pass along, to tell the tal6 
of it's present desolate loneliness, and denote 
the gloomy withdrawing of it's tenant 'Tid 
as with the sad inmate of a cell ; the remo- 
val of a companion of his solitude, of the 
very insect which had spun it's web for 
months before him, brings a damp upon 
the soul, and the heart becomes more de- 
pressed in it's new bereavement. In the 
narrow limit of a secluded station, where 
the affections, or even the simple regards 
of mere acquaintance, must concentrate, and 
fix upon the few, necessarily known to each 
other; 'tis a link broken in the ch^n that 
binds every one^ 'tis an inroad upon the 
inclosure and fold of daily feeling; a speak^^ 
ing and fearful tale to all! Men, indeed 
shudder, and the heart' recoils within 
itseF, when, from the scanty band of pilgrims, 
one fidls fiom among the few on the 
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narrow pathway, and sinks before them- 
selves into the grave. 

What pang is there like that which strikes 
upon our own hearts, and our nearest sym- 
pathies! We hear of war, till fancy, with 
it's colouring of romance, paints to us a 
scene of devastation; but we know it not, 
we feel it not, till the scourge spreads upon 
our fields, and the shell of the besieger 
falls beside our own tenement 'Tis as with 
the warning voice in the land of Egypt; it 
was unheeded and despised by her people; 
but there arose amidst their own domestic 
hearths the wild cry of affliction ; the first- 
bom of their love were fearfully given from 
before them to the tomb, and then the voice 
reached them I 

Such were my reflections after returning 
firom the solemn, and to me most affecting 
ceremony of a Military funeraL For several 
days the communications fix)m Mr. Aylmour 
had been brief and hurried; he was attend- 
ing the sick couch of a brother officer, and 
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as he told me, of one much esteemed by 
him. And what proved more afflicting to 
the kind-hearted young man^ and added to 
his solicitude^ while he anxiously watched 
by the bed of his dying friend, were the 
melancholy circumstances connected with the 
scene before him. There was not, it is 
true, in this case, the sudden and awful 
stroke of death hurling to the grave, in this 
clime of dread uncertainty, the hale and the 
robust But it was more painful, perhaps, 
to the eye of regard ; the wasting and last 
sinking down of the frame, which the 
climate had assailed only, when the weari- 
ness of the spirit, and the fidling of the 
heart, had prostrated it, — a too willing 
victim to it's ravages. 

I soon learned the history of the deceas- 
ed, Mr. Seymour was by no means so 
youthful as many when he came to India, 
nor was he originally intended for the army. 
Brighter prospects once awaited him at 
home ; but his father, who held a high 
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diplomatic rituation under Government wa« 
suddenly displaced^ partly from the intngne 
consequent to a change of administration; 
yet much it Was feared from the opening 
afforded by himself^ and the means of 
injury which his oWn misconduct had given 
to his enemies. The son received a Cadet- 
ship shortly after his parent's misfortune^ 
and came at once from Oxford, where he 
had been for the past term, to join an 
Indiaman at Portsmouth; hastily proceeding 
for a few hours only to London,' for the 
piuTpose of transacting what was absolutely 
necessary at the India house. For some 
unaccountable reason, some unhappy my- 
stery, he refused to see, or take leave of, 
his parent before leaving England. There 
was a whisper regarding an engagement 
with a ward of his father, which attachment 
had been thwarted by him; and in the 
public papers had also appeared the report 
of a Chancery case, developing some 
peculiarly disgracefrd transactions of the 
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guardian, which affected the property of 
the ward, and eventually forced the elder 
Mr, Seymour to fly to the continent But 
whatever may have occurred, it was unre- 
vealed, to the last, by the young man, 
though it must have sunk deeply, deeply 
indeed, within his mind. In his Indian 
career, apart from his brother officers, a 
s^anger at the Mess, and a recluse in 
general society, he might have been unnoti- 
ced at all as the resident of a station, but 
for the affectionate testimony borne to bis 
worth by the few, whom circumstances, as 
with Aylmour, had forced upon his regard. 
The interesting appearance also of Mr. 
Seymour himself, when met, by chance, in 
his soUtary and distant rides, had awakened 
remark ; and when the several residents 
heard of his last dangerous illness, a 
continued and lingering fever which wasted 
and at length destroyed him, frequent were 
the enquiries, and many the fervent, though 
unavailing wishes for his recovery. 
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At his death, the station order-book 
announced that a subaltern's funend party 
would attend the remains of the late Lieute- 
nant Seymour to the place of interment; 
and at the appointed time I was touched to 
observe that many like myself, who resided 
away from the cantonments, had come in, 
to pay their last respect to the deceased. 

The attendance upon a funeral, to ,a 
person of common feeling, is at all times a 
solemn and affecting ceremony; but in this 
case, I know not why, whether, to me, the 
novelty of the Uttle procession, the circum- 
stances relative to the deceased, or my own 
peculiar state of mind at the moment, yet 
frequently as I was endeavouring to preserve 
the measured pace with the other mourners 
following the party of sepoys, I would have 
given worlds to have turned away, to weep 
outright: and how difficult was the task to 
repress the full tear, which every moment 
came swelling to my eyes. There was no 
regular military band with the procession. 
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but die shrill, piercing fife, unnaturally, as 
it were, attempting the slow and solemn 
dead march in Said, the wistful and serious 
looks of the sepoys on the duty, and of 
others with side arms, belonging to the 
deceased's own company, who in evident 
sorrow were voluntarily following his 
remains, — the deep muffled beat, at times, of 
the large drum, and the low rolling of the 
smaller ones ; and but for these and the 
shrill fife, not a sound, save the measured 
tread of the military: it was indeed a thing 
to speak to the feelings of every one ! Not 
the nodding pageantry of the plumed 
he^se, nor the proud splendour of a Cal- 
cutta burial, could have affected the heart 
half so deeply, as this simple and little 
procession, now winding before me. 

It reached the enclosed burial groimd. 
There was no clergyman then at the station, 
stttA the commanding officer of the post 
attended to perfcwrm the last sad duty to the 
remains of a brother soldier. The sepoys 
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ferming the funeral party wheeled back, and 
arranged themselves into a street, resting 
upon their reversed firelocks, while the coffin, 
covered with a plain velvet pall, surmounted 
with the deceased's cap and sw(»d, and 
followed by the mourners, was borne along 
between the line of sepoys towards the grave. 
It was here that the deep and manly voic$ 
of the aged commimdant, whose grey hairs 
and tall military form we perceived, as he 
turned with the pathway, and led the 
solemn procession, pow broke iippn the ear. 
And when he reached the newly made 
grave, iemd proceeded with that pipst beauti<* 
fid of all services, not^iing copld equal the 
indescribable solemnity of the scene. I have 
heard the office for the burial of the dead 
read by many, and the piind is seldom at 
such a time prepared to cavil at, or even 
admire the mere delivery of the prayer; but 
the age, the vetjeran and soldier-likje fonii 
now before us ; the clear unaffected fervencgr 
of the petition to his Maker for mercy to 
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the iiying->-oll this the removal of ft 
departed brother^ and companion in armsi 
never cati I fancy a more intense impres* 
fiion, than that which snch a scene, for 
hours and hours, conveyed to the inind. So 
completely had it absorbed me at the 
moment, that I believe I scarcely heard the 
filling up of the grave> nor the hollow 
•descending of the earth ; module the 4»d»e- 
'quent wheeling back at the sepoys was 
•unnoted by me ; and tt was only the 
wonted firing of the soldiery over the 
^rave, that recalled me to my recdlecticm. 



**Well, reaUy, it is very kind of Mrs. 
Pemut to send us the Government Gazette 
this week, when I know it is constantly 
engaged to so many,** said Mrs. Alport, on 
taking her seat at the break&st table, about 
a fcHTtnight after the occurrences just 
described. 

''Some bad news in it, I would bet three 

T 2^ -^ 
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to ' one, " observed Mr. Alport " Some 
clipping and cutting of appointments, some 
reduction of medical allowances, or other 
gracious act of Government, which the lady 
has great glee in announcing. Mrs. 
Permit's attentions of this nature to her 
neighbours, like the fond music and 
approaches of a musquito, are generally so 
amiable and well-intentioned ! " 

" La Pa ! " exclaimed Maria, affecting 
warmly to defend her friend Mrs. Permit ; 
but, in fiict, merely endeavouring to conceal 
the deep blush and agitation, which the 
appearance of the Government Gazette had 
excited, 

"Will Miss Alport kindly read the paper 
aloud while they are bringing coffee ? " 
enquired the Bengalee, with a sly look at 
Maria : but which glance, as well as the 
entreaty, die pretended to have been lost 
upon her attention. " Well then, I must 
even put on my spectacles, and discover 
myself what the Gazette saith in the shape 
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of novelty. Why let me see, — Oh I here 
are some new civil appointments, — Mr, A. 
T. Salthouse to be Judge and Magistrate of 
Sahibpore. " 

" Dear me 1 what is become of Mr. 
Chillum ! " — exclaimed Mrs. Alport in utter 
lastonishment ; but immediately checking 
herself, and biting her lip. 

^^ Mr. Peter Chillum to be Judge and 
Magistrate of the Jungle Mehauls : " conti- 
nued I, still reading aloud, " Mr. Frederick 
Alport to be Assistant to the Magistrate at 
Sahibpore. " 

" Fred out of College 1 and coming 
here 1 " half-screamed mamma* 

" And there I — Papa ! " cried Maria, with 
tears of joy — ^* Mrs. Permit, you asserted, 
had sent the newspaper ill-naturedly ; Dear, 
dear Frederick ; how delighted we shall be 
to see him 1 " 

It was long ere the burst of pleasmre 
which this intelligence had conveyed had 
subsided into any thing like calmness. Event 
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my old friend Alport seemed quite lost in 
his delight ; he arose from his seat^ and 
would not be ccmtented, until he had seen 
the Government Order with his own eyes. 
He then shook me heartily by the hand in 
token of his joy, till I was half pinched to 
death in his ecstacy. 

When again all were quietly seated, and 
while sipping my tea, and demolishing the 
muffin, with the Government Gazette at my 
side, I glanced my eye on another piece of 
intelligence. 

** Ey 1 — ^what's this ? They seem deter- 
niined to make a thorough breaking up, and 
change in your station of Sahibpore. — 
*The most noble the Governor General in 
Council is pleased to appoint Lieut Aug. 
Fraser Aylmour, to be a Deputy Assistant 
Quarter-master General of the Army, Vice 
Bradshaw, resigned."* 

All was immediate confusion ; Poor 
Maria's cup of tea had unfortunately depo- 
sited the whole of it's contents in her lap ; 
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Itnd the consequent bustle and jumping up 
on every side^ seemed to have checked all 
fiirther perusal of the Government paper. 
Mrs. Alport and Maria forthwith quitted 
the room, and left the old gentleman and 
myself to discuss the late intelligence over 
our tea and hookahs. 

*^ Your son, Alport, can prove himself a 
riiarp young fellow, you see, when he does 
set his mind to it I quite envy you the 
pleasure of having him with you for the 
next year or two. 

** Ay, aye he is a young knowing one, 
111 warrant him," replied the Civil Surgeon; 
" he seems to have an eye to the good 
sporting months in this part of the country! 
Why he'll not leave a hog, or a black 
partridge in it, before he quits us. I must 
write to him, however, to bring up a few 
good hog-spears ; and as for myself I must 
have an inspection of my armoury, and 
brush up my Joe Mantons a bit," 

I am glad to see^ also, that Mr. Aylmour 
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haa got an appointment," I carelessly 
observed,— 'Venturing at this moment of 
exhiliration, to introduce the subject of his 
good fortune likewise, as Mrs* Alp<»t had 
just returned to the table* 

" Why, yes, " replied my fidend : " I wish 
the lad well with all my heart" 

"Who?"-^hat?'^ enquired his vrife. 

Our Maria's beau in cantonments," ex^ 
pliuned Mr. Alport ; ^' he has obtained 
some staff appointment, it appears." 

" He is a very forward young man ! " was 
all the congratulation afforded by the good 
lady. "True" she added, "I bear him no 
ill will, and may |)e pleased for his own 
sake. I only trust that such early promo^ 
tion may not render him more presuming." 

Mr. Alport's remarks, and her reception 
of the intelligence, seemed so unlike her 
wonted general kindliness, and good will to 
all, that I raised my glance to look at her. 
Her eyes were immediately averted, but 
there was enough to tell me^ that her 
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affected unconcern at the news, or rather 
her assumed disinclination, was only to 
cover the new impression, and the little 
vista of possible contingencies, that such 
tidings had conjured up to her view* 

After bre^fast, Mrs. Alport requested me 
to escort her in a few visits, which she had 
to pay in the vicinity. I well knew her 
present motive for seeing her neighbours, — 
to wit, the pleasure of talking of her son's 
expected arrival : but the maternal feeling 
and exultation so exhibited, were too 
natural and pleasing to permit me to deny 
myself the happiness of witnessing them. So 
the ancient family carriage, and the Doctor's 
old arabs were brought up to the door, 
and we drove off, after Mrs. Alport had 
carefully equipped herself for the occasion. 
She was perfectly gay, with a prim, new 
looking lace cap, and veil pinned up at the 
crown : a worked scarf of Dacca muslin, 
white cambric gloves, and huge bead 
bracelets, the handy work of Maria ; an 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



214 THB BBKGALEB. 

ivory cut fism, with a deeply carved tortoifle^ 
shell card case, of most antiquarian dimen- 
rions ; the whole set off by a very 
portentous sized black velvet reticule, with 
gold tassels, almost of the magnitude, 
contents, and character of one of an old 
Dowager's now exploded pair of pockets. 

We visited several houses : wherever Mrs. 
Alport found they were yet unacquainted 
with the news, it was wonderful, the skill 
and able tact, with which she introduced 
the wished for subject of her son. With her 
intimates, there was ever a good-natured 
scene of unaffected congratulation ; but 
where the respective families were only on 
distant terms, it was really laughable, if 
one had dared to laugh, to observe, first 
of all, the pioneering to the subject ; and 
then, the matter-of-course manner, and 
assumed calmness, with which she adverted 
to her son's release from College, and his 
expected immediate arrival at Sahibpore, as 
events long contemplated as fixed and 
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certain. It was at Colonel Bonassus*^^ — ^the 
military gentleman with his grown up 
daughters^ whom I have before introduced 
to my readers, that Mrs. Alport had just 
played off the same cool unconcern on the 
▼ery subject she was so solicitous to commu- 
nicate to all, — ^when a fresh visitor was 
announced, and in walked Mr. Aylmour t 
This was very awkward for the Missei 
Bonassus, whose education, though it had 
teen admirably and ably superintended at 
one of those first of all Calcutta semi- 
naries, — ^Mns, Durell's, or Mrs. Beck's, or 
Mrs. Bean's ; yet, somehow, the course of 
their accomplishments, and the finishing of 
the Eastern metroplis, had not quite robbed 
them of the pleasing propensity of tittering 
to each other. And they tittered away mo^t 
incontinently on the present occasion! Poor 
Aylmour blushed up to the eyes at finding 
.Umself thus unexpectedly seated opposite to 
Jus most awfiil of all opponentsf, the mamma 
iof his Maria I and it was long before 
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the conversation could become general, or 
resume it's former composure. At lengthy 
however, to my inward astonishment and 
happiness, I caught mamma edging in one 
or two side references or observations to, or 
rather at^ the new Deputy Assistant Quar- 
ter-Master-General ; and at last she perfectly 
astounded me by a direct reply to one of 
his casual and general remarks ! Tlie ice, 
once broken, in a few minutes they were 
both engaged in positive, and, to all appear- 
ance, very edifying conversation together. 
His late repulse by her, was of c(mrse 
perfectly well known to all the station, and 
one of the Misses Bonasses sat with her 
mouth fearfully wide open before them, in 
admiration of the scene ; nor was the 
wonder decreased, when the visitors took 
leave, and young Aylmour was seen handing 
the old lady into her carriage ! While she 
was seating and adjusting herself, I brierfy 
whispered to him, " You will find ^ nofe 
fr^itt me at home this afternoon; 'call 'kt 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



TBE BENGAIrEE. 217 

ottr house to-iHorrow, or the next day, as 
if nothing had occurred: I will prepare aH!" 
A fervent pressure of the hand was the 
only reply; I got into the carriage, and we 
instantly drove off. 

Before Tiffen, I got Alport into his 
dressing room, amongst his medicine almi- 
rahs, surgical instruments, sporting, and 
every other apparatus: and in this Sanctum 
sanctorum^ I spoke seriously to him about 
Mr. Aylmour and Maria; I adverted -to 
our meeting him in the morning, and the 
friendly way in which his wife had received 
the young gentleman, notwithstanding his 
late discomfiture at her hous6. In fine, the 
point was so pressed home to him, that he 
plainly and decidedly tdd me, he liked the 
thing well enough himself, and if Mrs. 
Alport could be brought to consent, he was 
perfectly prepared to accede also. Now 
remained the tug of war, as I apprehended, 
¥rith the good lady: not that I despaired 
with her even, after what I had witnessed; 
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but opposition was temporarily to be expect* 
ed, and I tortured my ingenuity how to 
introduce^ argue upon> and carry so delicate 
a subject But when I joined her little 
work-table, and was preparing circuitously 
to lead to my wished-for topic, how was 
I taken a-back, when, with frankness, and 
the good sense, which I am ashamed to 
say I had little expected, she at once 
interrupted me, by saying, — "I perfectly 
understand your present purpose; you are 
desirous to intercede here for Mr. Aylmour. 
In a word then, I do not novo object to 
him; I am a weak woman, as you, my 
worthy friend, would often deem me, but 
for our old intimacy, imd good will; and I 
have not risen in your estimation, perhaps, 
by my late conduct towards Maria. I know, 
however, more of these things than you 
or many, can do; and it would have been 
the worst of enmity lately, to Mr. Aylmour 
and my daughter, to have acted otherwise, 
I never would have forced her inclination 
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in Mr. Chillum's case, — and some control 
was needful in the other; at all events, 
until the Lieutenant could support a wife. 
I shall now be most happy to see your 
young friend, whenever he wishes to renew 
his visits." 

To close, then, a long business, and bring 
my tale to a blissful consummation, Mr. 
Aylmour, the next day, was duly installed 
in the happiness of an approved and an 
accepted admirer of the daughter. Frederick 
Alport arrived by d&k, a fine, handsome, 
dashing young fellow: the licence was appli- 
ed for; the clei^man sununoned fo6m 
Dinapore; Mid a more happy &nSly circle 
could not exist than that of my fnend, the 
Civil Surgeon; nor was the least hap^j 
among them, their old Fidus Achates, that 
busy-body, the Bengalee. 
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A SCENE AT AUCTION. 



And he himself seem'd made for merriment, 
Merrily nasking. 

Spbnseb. 



It was a hot, steaming, most uncomfort- 
able day, at the fag end of the rains. No 
breeze was stirring, save every now and 
then the damp, heavy, clammy breathing 
of a vapoury air, which passed over Calcutta, 
from the eastward, and sluggishly bore along 
with it the too convincing evidence of its 
late sojourning amid the Sunderbnnds and 
the swamps of the Salt-water lake. Mias- 
mata, almost thick and substantial enough 
to be laid hold for analysis by the erudite 
lecturers at the New Medical College, were 
stealing away, over the Mahrattah Ditch, 
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laden on the wings of the dull vapour we 
have described^ and leisurely proceeding 
through our metropolis^ on their fearful and 
fever-breathing errands. The doctors' minia- 
ture carria^es^ long since familiarly known 
by the professional appellatives of pill-boxes^ 
were /taking die change' most woefully out 
of Hunter's and Cook's hack cattle, and 
fast turning roimd every gateway and every 
comer in Chowringhee. The Honorable 
Company's medical compoimders and apothe- 
caries at the Dispensary had been hard at 
it for days in incessant manufiwiture and 
distribution of ipecacuanha, calomel^ altera- 
tive and blue pills, and in the unremitting 
decoction of innumerable senna mixtures. 
The several undertakers had looked lugu- 
briously at so many fast-following fimerals, 
that they really began to find it marvel- 
lously difficult to ^do' the melancholy any 
longer; at the very time, too, their business 
was in<a:easing so merrily around them. All 
their stock on hand, — their ready made 
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materiaky— cn^esy stod-naib and escutche- 
ona ; — their black monniing coaches^ and 
blacker mates, with broadcloth inexpressi- 
bles and sable merino long coats, were 
enjoying the very fulness of profitable and 
exhilarating employment In a word, it was 
a September's di^ in Calcutta, in its most 
steamy and sultry shape, when all wise 
denizens of this City of Palaces sedulously 
eschewed exposure; and the only people 
mad enough to run about it, were the few, 
who were too well fee'd for expediting other 
men's matters, to mind over much about 
their own; or possibly a few money making 
Liverpool agents, and custom-house clerks, 
and shippers of country goods, too much 
occupied, and too anxious to get through 
their business before the approaching Door- 
gah Poojah Holidays, to dream about dispep- 
sia or diseased liver. 

And yet, in spite of the weather, all 
Calcutta, of a certain most respectable class, 
that is, all men who had little to do, or had 
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an atom of concern with the Bankshall and 
shipping in general, were put on the qui vive 
by an advertisement which appeared in the 
daily auction catalogues, morning papers, and 
Exchange Gazette. There was nothing, it is 
true, very peculiar in the advertisement 
itsel£ It merely announced that ^^ at 12 
o'clock precisely, would be put up to auction 
the good ship Eliza of 523 tons, with all 
her stores, rigging, spare sails, guns, and 
kentlage complete, to be sold positively to 
the highest bidder upon the upset price of 
50,000 rupees." 

" Bad luck to you. Captain Terence 
O'Niel 1" said a little red-faced, corpulent, 
country captain, at the entrance of the 
auction room, and just getting out of an 
office-jaun which had reached it by the aid 
of an Acheen poney, " And is it you, who 
are come to bid against a poor mail, and a 
brother skipper, and such a hot smothering 
sort of a morning as this is?" 

"No, not I, Captain Dodds," said the. 
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Other : *' I only pulled over from HoTinrah 
fix an hour or two, to see how the sale 
goes on* Fve done with these things, many 
the long day." 

** Aj^ rejoined the gentleman with the 
red fiu^, " you're a lucky fellow, O'Niel, 
snug and comfortable — while we, poor 
feUows, are stiU at it, and routing it all 
weathers 1" 

'^ What a stir, Dodds, this new Sugar Act 
is making among us." 

" You may say that," replied the other. 
** Why, freight is up gloriously, and as for 
the shipping here, it begins, too, to look 
up, as much as of late year$ it has been 
on t' other tacL I suppose that fellow, old 
Blowhard, wants to take advantage of the 
turn of tide to-day, and sell his Eliza. 
What will she go for, think you ?" 

** Why, if he gets his upset price, he is a 
lucky fellow," 

" You don't say so, O'Niel ?-Haay, to let 
you into a bit of a secret^ 111 go beyond 
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that : I would bid a few thousand more 
myself for her. ' She's a capital vessel^ and, 
as I am backed by Messrs. Snooks, Simp- 
kins, and Brown, I don't intend to let her 
slip through my fingers. But who is that — ^ 
Caption Terence ?" 

" Can't say ; mayhap one of the Free 
Traders, or Liverpool men, with some of 
his passengers about him." 

Just at this moment had entered a bluff, 
good-featured, devil-may-care sort of per- 
sonage, with an old blue coat on ; his hat 
somewhat the worse of wear, or rather the 
worse for the want of care it had experien- 
ced. There was abundance of shaggy beaver 
on it, but the edge of the crown and rim 
were manifestly distorted into a shape resem- 
bling any thing you please, except the i^pruce 
chapeau of a young writer from the college. 
The wearer of it was a jolly, weather- 
beaten, good-tempered, quiet looking sort of 
mariner : in short a very fit exemplifica- 
tion of a North Shields' skipper, or mate 
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of a Liverpool East or West Indiaman. He 
had an auction catalc^ue in his hand, and 
as he entered the place, was talking in a 
low tone of voice to <me of the military 
officers who accompanied him. 

'*Now, deuce take it Mac can't you all 
get out of the way? If you hang thus 
about me, youll spoil every think* Are 
you not ashamed to be seen talking to a 
man in this toggery? Come, sheer off 
now — off at once, like good fellows," said 
he, as he turned up between the pillars, 
and tried to shake off a merry group of 
grinning subalterns, who seemed mightily 
pleased at some precious piece of wit of 
their own. 

The bluff-looking personage then walked 
up the starboard range of the pillars in the 
auction room, and seemed to be very busy 
communing with his own serious thoughts 
and calculations. By the time he had 
sauntered along the range, and once or 
twice taken a quarter-deck turn on the 
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space about him, the whole of the crowd, 
&8f congregating in the auction room, had 
began to dose up towards the pulpit at the 
end. The clock struck twelve, and there 
were symptoms of the approach of the 
auctioneer to give eflfect to the object of 
the day." 

<<What do you think of it?" said captain 
Dodds, anxiously looking round. '^Do you 
think, O'Neil, therell be many bidders 
against me, this morning, I don't like the 
look of that chap in the blue great coat. 
He's after no good, depend upcm it" 

"Hell not M athwart you:" replied the 
other captain in a comforting one. '* Per- 
haps, after all, he is only a steward, or 
mate of some small craft. Hell not stand 
in your way, take my word for it." 

«^How shall I bid?" asked Captain Dodds. 

*'Why ease it out by hundreds, man," 
said O'Neil, *'<» by fifties. You mustn't go 
it hand over hand, or they'll run up to the 
derrick-head in no time." 
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It is worth while to look . around, and 
enjoy a glance at the different groups, now 
assembled to witness the day's sale. There 
were many in the immediate vicinity of the 
pulpit, who surely could have had but little 
to do with the disposal or purchase of a 
523-ton vesseL Besides sundry gioi^^ of 
officers from the fort, who sauntered into 
the auction room, because they saw such a 
goodly assemblage of buggies and palkee 
garees at the door-way, there were several 
young writers from their studies, who were 
glad enough to do anything, and be any- 
where, rather than endure a tete-^-tete with 
their Moonshee, or sit in company only with 
Richardson's folio dictionary and the Bagh^- 
a-buhar. Next there were a few medical 
gentlemen, who were obliged, for the look of 
the thing, to be away from home, and who 
had evidently more leisure . time on their 
hands, than patients on their lists. Then 
you might see also wandering about with a 
whip in their grasp,., and a straw between 
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their teetb, a few attaches of the livery 
stable keepers, — ^men who attend every horse 
sale, and who find themselves generally at 
the other sales also, firom very habit and 
assuetude. Next was a group of college- 
educated young natives, who, to shew their 
superior training, sported white cotton stock- 
ings and English made shoes. Interspei^ed 
here and there were a few whiskered, sickly, 
and debauched-looking East Indians, their 
linen habiliments not exactly firesh firom the 
dhobee's hands, and themselves the very 
pictures of idleness, dissipation, and non- 
employment Even the natives of the esta- 
blishment, and the very coolies of the place 
seemed to have but poor respect for these 
specimens of would-be gentility and decayed 
dandyism, and you might detect the differ- 
ence, at a single glance, between these, and 
the neatly-dressed, smug, and really-respect- 
able appearance, of an uncovenanted assis- 
tant or two, who had stolen out firom the 
public offices, for a few minute's recreation, 
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and who looked with very becoming con« 
tempt on the idlers and ne'er-do-weels 
beside them. Again you might observe a 
slight sprinkling of the pilot estaUidmient 
with good, honest, well-tanned phizzes, indo^ 
mitably stiff hur, and sandy red whiskers; 
carrying in their hands, a few lots of light 
sundries, which they have jncked up for 
their next trip to the Sandheads at the 
other auction room within. Captains of 
country craft, of all measurements build, rig, 
and metal, were to be seen in abundance; 
and no wonder, f(ff the Eliza was a well 
known ship, an admiraUe sailer, and carried 
nearly fifteen hundred bags beyond her 
register. Her sale by outcry was an event 
among them. Her present captain and chief 
owner, Dennis Blowhard^ wa3 a man as well 
known at the port as the Master Attendant 
or Governor General himsel£ While it was 
given out as a firedi proof of Dennis Blow* 
hard's most excellent acquaintance with 
which way the wind blew, that he had 
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at the very moment when freights were 
&8t risuig^ and all was bustle^ and stirring 
enterprise in the commercial community» 
after the recent overland tidings of the 
equalizatioa of sugar duties. 

*^ Gentlemen^'' exchdmed the auctioneer^ 
in a rich, ringii^ trumpet-toned voice, ^^the 
business of to-day's sale is well known to 
all present^ 

^^ Silence there I'^ exclaimed half a dozen 
voices, to the people in the rear. 

The auctioneer, however, had no help 
for it, but to raise the pitch of his own 
Stentorian pipes, — ^and he was soon heard 
above the din of the auction room, and 
would have been heard had the [roarings of 
Niagara itself interposed to obstruct hioL 

** Gentlemen,'' announced he, *' I have to 
bring to your notice, the good teak ship 
EUza, built at the Howrah dock, only five 
years ago; with all her sails, standing rig- 
gings spaie suits of sails, and finding 
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generally, as described in the <5atalogue; 
and as now lying off Colvin's Ghaut Gen* 
tlemen, it is unnecessary to describe farther 
the Eliztty she is well known to all of you. 
Will any gentlemen favor me with a bid^ 
— ^any thing to begin? 

The late hubbub had subsided. All was 
still around the auctioneer, but no one 
seemed inclined to commence with an offer. 

**Come put her up;** said the auctioneer 
to the sleek-looking deputy at his right 
hand, and who was standing meekly in the 
same box with himself bearing in hand the 
usual masonic implement of good fellowship, 
a wooden hammer. 

"Eighty thousand rupees! — Eighty thou- 
sand rupees, for the ship Eliza! Eighty 
thousand, seventy-five thousand"— sang forth 
the deputy in his usual classic monotony; 
the niasal harmony of which, in the time 
of the Athenians, would doubtless have been 
eulogized as the true Nomic mehdy^ and 
in the latter days of Quintilian, as the 
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veritable cantm obscurior of antique oratory. 
** Seventy-five thousand rupees! sixty-five, 
fifty-five,** continued the man in the same 
nasal and chromatic descents, and the very 
same junctura et nvmerus of modulation 
and harmony. 

** WhatI no one bid just for a beginning?" 
interposed the auctioner, ^^ITl turn ship- 
owner myself, rather than allow such a 
stigma on the Calcutta community as not 
a single bid for the EKza! Gentlemen, I'm 
astonished at you 1" " Fifty-five thousand 
rupees," faltered forth an uncertain, tremul- 
ous voice, firom some individual, probably a 
boy of old Blowhard's, screenmg away his 
blushes firom public perception in the back 
ground. 

** Thank you, sir, thank you kindly, sir," 
cried the auctioneer. Fifty thousand, gen- 
tlemen, poffltively bid I" and he went on 
reiterating the sum, as if interminably; 
descanting on the value of the lot, and 
exhausting all his auction wit, and volubility, 
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and powers of amfdification^ in crying up the 
notorious amiabilities of the EUzcu But 
never was there so dull an outcry. The 
place was stu£fed to suffocation; hardly room 
for the movii^ of captain Blowhard's little 
hand punkah^ which was most piteously 
needed by the poor man, he being exactly 
seventeen stone five pounds, without taking 
into consideration his present anxious plight 
and position. Several eyes were directed 
towards him to see how he bore the ill suc- 
cess of the sale. He did certainly look very 
hot and uncomfortable ; but there was no help 
for it: no one would bid more! ** Going, 
going, going r — sing-songed the deputy. 

**It'8 very surprising," observed the auc- 
tioneer. 

<* Goings going, going P still drawled out 
the deputy. 

**We must knock it down," said the auc- 
tioneer. 

"Going, going, going, go— i— n— gT 

" Fifty-five thousand one hundred T jerked 
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out the hitherto well*repressed anxiety to 
bid of Captain Dobbs* 

'^Much obliged to you, Captain Dobbs,** 
exclaimed the. auctioneer tnth an encour- 
aging — ^' will no one follow this good 
example f^ Again the same scene as before 
was acted over — ^the same changes were 
rung on the going, go— i-^n — g I of the 
automaton deputy. At last, all patience was 
exhausted, and the momentous hammer was 
on the eve of descending, when the bluff 
gendeman, in the dingy blue coat, whom 
we have before described, watched as it 
were the very nick of time, and came 
opportunely to die rescue, with a new bid 
of three or four hundred rupees in advance. 

All eyes were directed to him, but the 
stranger stood imperturbably grave and 
serious ; and his quiet gaze sunk not under 
the enquiring eye of every soul around 
him ? The bid had perfectly staggered poor 
Captain Dobbs, who remained mute and 
abashed under it for fbll three minutes, nor 
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ventured he to put forth another interposi* 
tion of a hundred more, until he saw the 
stranger^s new bid ahnost running away with 
the prize from his very grasp. He then 
mustered courage for another attempt, but 
it was a single hundred however; and his 
antagonist as instantly swamped it by trol- 
ling out a ftdl additional thousand at once I 

'^It's passing strange," said Captain Dobbs 
to his friend Captain Terence O'Niel, ^^the 
man seems determined to have her!" 

**Pooh — ^he can't go much more;' said his 
companion. " You're backed by Snooks 
Simpkins, and Brown, don't be afeard, give 
him out a little more cable, — ^hell soon 
bring up I" 

Away went Captain Dobbs bidding on. 
Away went the stranger with a counter bid 
to every advance of the country captain. 
Hundreds only were soon dispensed with; 
five hundreds began to be flung on as 
thick as black fellows, or as soldiers on the 
lee waste of a crowded transport 
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** Well doae. Captain Blowhard 1 if they 
haven't run it up to eighty thousand!" said 
a friend to the now happy chief owner of 
the EUzcu But the skipper heard him 
not, — ^his mind was rapturously carried away 
in a luscious dream which the very soimd — 
the very breath and tinkling of eighty 
thousand rupees had conjured up before 
him. There was a snug domicile at Howrah 
in bright vision dancing before him in 
imagination, — a profitable share in the 
neighbouring Dock-yardI — ^an entire immunity 
from all sea going! — and, above all a certain 
black-eyed spinster converted by the alchy- 
mical operation of the eighty thousand into 
the dear, dear, doating Mrs. Blowhard. But 
what did he soon hear I Surely his senses 
deceive him 1 The bidding was still advanc- 
ing — ** eighty-one thousand, eighty-three — 
five — ^seven — ^ninety thousand rupees!" 

** Oh, down with it, auctioneer !" he had 
almost shouted out, but he looked it to the 
pulpit as plainly as eyes could speak the 



Dig^ized by C3OOQ IC 



238 THB BEHGALSfi; ^ 

mandate; and down went the hammer at 
9O9OOO rupees for the good ship EGza, to 
the bluff-looking gentleman in the dingy 
blue coat 

All up to this moment had been breath** 
less and stilly silence elsewhere in the 
auction room — ^not a w<»*d except the angry 
and conflicting biddings of Captain Dobbs^ 
and his mysterious antagonist But now 
was heard the busy buzz of wonder^ and 
admiration and congratulations. ^^ The ship- 
ping interest looking upP ^^ Things certainly 
on the mend." ** Trade improving P Captain 
Blowhard was almost pulled to pieces by 
the hearty shakes of the hand from his sea 
friends, and which he received by dozens 
also from his smiling neighbours on every 
side. At length however, by degrees the 
glad voices began to give away to the 
growing murmurings and enquiries which 
commenced to run round the auction room 
-^and at last was h^ard frx)m the pulpit 
itself the odd exclamation by the auctioneer 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



THE BENGALBB. 239 

of *' why, Where's the gentleman who bid 
last?'' 

Suddenly every one seemed to be asking 
the very same question, and eyes were 
loc^ung about in all directions. 

** Where's the gentleman who bid last?" 
repeated the auctioneer. 

He might well ask, but no one there 
could tell him. The bluff-looking gentleman 
had embraced the opportuni^ of the buzz 
and first bustle after the knockii^ down of 
the lot to him, to -w alk leisurely away and 
quietly decamp without beat of drum firom 
the auction room! And up to this time 
neither Caption Blowhard, nor Captain 
Dobbs, nor Captain Terence O'Niel, nor a 
soul of that crowded assemblage of human 
beings could guess whither the mysterious 
purchaser had betaken himseli 

After a melancholy pause, and no little 
discussion, the lot was again put up, amid 
many a muttered curse at the gentleman of 
the blue coat. But Captain Dobbs had had 
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enough of it He would not bid a stiver 
this time; and the Eliza was finally doomed 
to be bought in! Sad to relate, she may 
now be seen advertised, ay, probably, this 
very day, in the Exchange Gazettee, bound 
to the Mauritius, whither she is sent as a 
melancholy pis-^dkr with a fireight of rice 
ahd coolies, and still under the conunand of 
the ill-used, disappointed, and inconsolable 
Captain Blowhard. 

I do not admire making mischief but 
report does say, and every one knows report 
is very mischievous, that the bluff-looking 
gentleman in the blue coat was no other 

than Lieutenant B -, of the -- — native 

infantry, now at Barrackpore, who, with 
three or four of his subaltern companions, 
was i^t a loss for a morning's amusement : 
and so they agreed upon a piece of sky, 
and metamorphosing honest Jack B— into 
a quasi-country skipper, he was deputed to 
the auction for the very innocent purpose of 
* going it,' for the good ship Efiza I 
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AN OLD CIVILIAN. 



I love every thing that is old : old frieDds, old times, old 
manners, old books, and old wine. 

Shb Stoops to Oomqueb. , 



It is ^th no slight pleasure that I 
introduce to my readers a very grave com- 
munication from my worthy contemporary or 
tather Senior, Mr. Hardcastle, of the Bengal 
Civil Service, who is now at the presidency, 
in doubt whether he shall take advantage 
in his tour of the benefit df the Civil 
Service Annuity Fund; thoi^h, as he seems 
determined to go home, we may ^obably 
hear, in a few days, of his also accepting 
the annuity, with the gentlemen, whose 
names have been annoimced in the • Calcutta 
papers. Since his arrival in Calcutta, he 
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has amused himself by addressing his old 
friend, the Bengalee; and sincerely am I 
obliged to him for this recollection of ine, 
as well as for the communication of his ever 
valuable, howeyer antiquated opinions. 

Mr. Hardcasde is entirely of the old 
school; a living semblance of the portraits 
of former days, when Zophini, the late 
venerable and able Home, and other artists, 
whose names I have unfortunately forgotten, 
used to delight their friends, and patrons, 
with the faithful representation of ancient 
Bengaleeism. So little changed is Mr. 
Hardcastle in habits, mode of life, or even 
prejudices, now hallowed by their age, that 
the younger hands of his service have 
wickedly conferred on him the appellation 
of ** Old Century,** and describe him as the 
** permanent setdement of ninety-five." He 
yet preserves the good old Indian predilec- 
tion for short inexpressibles, and long 
Cossimbazar stockings; and his lengthy 
white jacket still folds amply around his 
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hips^ and general portliness^ somewhat after 
the style of a fisilse verandah to a bungalow. 
His hair, of which, it must be confessed, 
there are but few locks remaining, is care- 
fully dressed and powdered every morning, 
and the pigtail re-tied by his own house- 
barber, who even in these degenerate times, 
ranks far higher than most in his domestic 
establishment, being second ohly, in monthly 
pay and consequence, to the aged and 
portly Khansumaun. In his opinions and 
obstinate hatred of all innovation, he is 
exactly in India, what John Bull, in the 
country and landed interest at home, still 
exemplifies in England. There is one 
difference perhaps, — the Mofiisdl leisure, 
the loneliness and frequent dearth of 
employment with the Civilian, have forced 
him into a habit of extensive readii:^. 
Thus, imlike the elder John Bull, who will 
neither read nor listen, he is acqufdnted 
with all the principles of the new school of 
Philosophy, and his knowledge has kept 
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pace) as it were> with the present grand 
** March of Intellect But like the Mahratta 
Cavalry, Tilb. Hardcastle hangs upon the 
miffch only to discover the weak points of 
bis enemy; and woe to the newfimgled 
movements and tinsel-covered troc^ of the 
philosophers, when he once* essays a chat^e 
on the shallowness of their advancing lines. 
Had he been in England, the late Duke 
of York's speech on the Catholic question 
would hav^ been framed by him in letters 
of burnished gold ; acnd I do not think that 
Lord Brougham, or O'Connel himsdf, could 
be more heartily abhorred by him, than the 
kte liberal measure of a &w of the Minis- 
ters. To complete his character, like many 
of his standing, tho^h somewhi^ petulant 
and haughty, and exclusive he is as warm* 
hearted, a&d honourable a man as any in 
existence; a very Chesterfield frequently in 
outward demeanour; and, aldiough ever 
opposed to Uberals, as famed for sterling 
libeifality, as the highest in the service. 
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But my readers must be impatient for the 
old gentleman himself — ^s6, without fiirther 
preface^ I hasten to product his most 
esteemed letter to the Bengalee : 
**My Dear Friend, 

*^ Forty-odd years have flown over my 
head, since I was first set down in India, a 
Writer on the Honourable Company's Ben- 
gal Establishment I am at length packing 
up for the land of my birth; and in 
leaving the country, where my habits have 
been formed, and, I may say, my opinions 
imbibed, such as they are, on the great 
subjects of humanity, I have been led 
naturally enough to take a last and parting 
look at it. The silent and gloomy tombs, 
that rise in monumental splendour in the 
environs of Calcutta, contain the remains 
of not a few, who were endeared to me by 
the associations of early friendship; of one^ 
who was knit to me by still nearer and 
dearer ties ; and of more than one, to whom 
I once trusted the ^ansmission of a nam^ 
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fend memory, which must now, I fear, 
^rish with myself. The living, for some 
time past, have scarcely presented to me 
one whom I have found worthy to supply 
the place of the dead, as a friend and d 
Companion ^ indeed, my residence in the 
Mofrissil has separated me from the great 
herding-place of my countrymen; and the 
changes in the service, to which I belong, 
have precluded me from cultivating an 
acquaintance with any one, sufficient, with 
a man of my habits, to ripen into friend- 
ship. Books have been my chief delight, 
and my most efficacious solace during my 
exile. These I have received regularly 
frotn England from a literary friend, to 
whose taste and judgment I entrusted the 
selection of my intellectual food. He ha^ 
kept me supplied liberally with the most 
popular, and according to his estimate of 
the eflFiisions of the English press, the most 
useful works of the age. My library has 
accumulated around me, and my leisure 
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has allowed me to cultivate a personal, if 
not a very close, acquaintance with all it's 
inhabitants. Visitors, when they used to 
see it, called it a * Circulating Library,* 
from the evident marks of perusal, which 
it's various volumes displayed. It may have 
been termed so properly enough, if each, 
coming in it's place and it's turns, to be 
read, according to the system of study, that 
I laid down from the beginning of my life 
in India, and have steadily pursued, can 
be called ^circulation.' 

"Beyond my own hands, however, my 
library has been but little thumbed. The 
CiviHan and the Soldier, who have made, 
as many have, a resting place of my house, 
occasionally robbed a shelf of a volume^ 
with which to beguile a hot and sultry hour 
in the forenoon : but both the reader and 
the volume, I have regularly remarked, 
have soon slept, side by side, on the same 
couch. With those, who did me the honor 
of making my home * a half-way->hou6e' to 
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the Upper Provinces, I uniformly founds 
that my cellar) which was also well- stocked^ 
was an object of greater study and delight> 
than my library ; and that a taste in wine 
was far more universal than a taste in 
booksk In the earlier part of my residence^ 
this taste was still stronger than it is now ; 
and liberal potations, in honour of the ' best 
in India,' were certainly more in vogue in 
1806, than at present So far times have 
changed, even in India, for the better, that 
men drink less, and read more, than they 
did. If, however, I am to judge from the 
aspect of society, as I now find it, on 
the eve of my departure from the East, 
compared with what it was when India 
could first rank me among it's SaMb loffue, 
there has been no improvement in either 
the character, the conduct, or the conse^ 
quence and opinion, entertained of Euro^ 
peans. There has been a most visible 
falling off firom the high ground on which 
the conquerors of Hindoostan formerly 
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Stood. I remember the day, when, on an 
Englishman passmg in his palanquin, every 
native^ of whatever rank, paid him the 
compliment to come out of his, and make 
his salaam. Now-anlays, Sir, a native of 
the lowest caste will, in Calcutta at least, 
rub elbowff with a Member of Council j 
Since I arrived here, measures have been, 
also in agitation, which, in my younger 
days, never would have been dreamt of. It 
was then a received opinion, that the 
wisdom and power of authority could not 
be publicly called in question, without the 
estimation, in which every Englishman stood 
ia the coimtry, being brought down in the 
eyes of the Natives. Now it is not only 
(^nly resisted, but the Natives are called 
on, to lead and to lend their aid, in with- 
standing it I Be assured. Sir, from one, 
who has been long on habits of the closest 
acquaintance with the Native character, that 
such amalgamation, as we have lately seen. 
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is madness itself; it is absolute suicide.* 
No native^ however high his rank^ ought 
to approach within a yard of mi English- 
man 1 mid every time an Englishmim shakes 
hands with a Baboo, he shakes the basis on 
which our ascendency in this country stands. 
Two such meetings, as I have lately seen, 
Would do more to subvert onr power, tha^i 
two Burmese wajs, in which we should 
chance to b6 unsuccessfuL From them, and 
their evil effects, we may e^cpect to recover; 
but when the English Merchants sit down, 
and hob-nob with the Bengalee Sircars; and 
when the Gomastahs of the Burra Bazar are 
found seconding the resolutions of the Bar- 
risters of the Supreme Court, then depend 
upon it you are playing the game of your 
enemies. You are losing the Vantage 
ground, on which you have all along stood ; 

* Absurd at this most appear now — such were the grave 
and cherbhed opinions of many of the old School ! ! The 
Bengalbb. 
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and this ground^ once lost, cannot be 
regained. — Don't speak to me of the change 
of times, the progress of opinion, and the 
march of intellect Why hasten, by your 
own folly, the event which these changes 
must one day bring about ? Why teach the 
Natives of India, in a course of lectures, to 
which at present you almost drag them by 
force, that you are no more their superiors 
in political rank, and privileges, that you are 
in numerical strength? They are themselves 
astounded at your folly. They will not be 
driven so fest, as you would drive them, to 
the point, from which they are to achieve 
the expulsion of their conquerors; and it is 
some consolation to reflect, that when you 
do get them to take so fearful a step, as to 
congregate for the purposes of opposition to 
all which they have hitherto been taught to 
respect, they are frightened at their own 
doings, and are not . found to stand 30 
faithful as their teachers anticipated, or 
30 r^ady fis they thought th^y had mi|4e 
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them, to take another and a still bolder 
step. You speak to them of a Free Press, 
and they wonder what you mean ; you tell 
them of the rights of British subject ; and 
the only comprehensible commentary you 
can give them on this text resolves itself 
into a lesson of disaffection to the British 
power and authority! Such are they taught, 
and such they have always been ; and, if 
we look alone at the permanence of. our 
power in this country, such let us hope they 
will long be. But who are the teachers? It 
gives me pleasure to acquit the elders of the 
service, to which I belong, of any thing so 
truly absurd as is indicated by this conduct 
towards the Native population of India : and 
I believe in no stock departments of the 
Honourable Company's administration are 
there found half a dozen of men so lost 
alike to what they owe to their employers, 
to themselves, and the people, in whose 
government they share, as to become me 
preachers of doctrines so utterly to be 
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deprecated by every Englishman, who knowa 
his country's honour and his country's 
interests. The leaders in this Crusade of 
danger to our Empire are those who have 
nothing to lose amidst the general wreck, to 
which it would inevitably conduct, — a race 
that has multiplied, though not yet very 
extensively, since the opening of the free ' 
trade. They are the only promoters of 
measures, of which they either see not or 
care not for the issue. For I must do the 
older mercantile residents in India before 
the large failures the justice to say, that I 
found them as hostile to raScal measures, as 
they are termed, — ^for want, perhaps, of a 
better denomination, — as the gentlemen in 
the services : and under their late advice, 
and with their example before them, I have 
no great fear that the rising generation of 
Agents and Merchant^) will enlist under the 
banners of an ignorant and mad reform, 
raised by some democratical barrister, or 
some * broken down ' aspirant after a 
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subsistence in more humble occupation^ 
turned instructor of the world, and reformer 
of it's errors, through the medium of-— -a Cal- 
cutta Newspaper I Why then, you may ask, 
am I so indignant, when those, on whom 
my wrath descends, are so insignificant ? 
I am an old man, and perhaps peevish : I 
have lived, all my days, where no such 
mad affironts assailed my understanding as 
are now daily put upon it by the Calcutta 
Press! and as I have no patience with such 
fools as pester society with their nonsense, 
I have no rest until I find a vent for the 
feelings of contempt I entertain for them, 
I am also not without my hopes, that, 
through the Press itself, I may contribute 
my mite to correct the evils arising out of 
it I am told that the day of radical 
absurdity here is on the deline ; and I am 
glad to hear it. To me it appears to 
have lately attempted a step in advance, 
and been too much countenanced, where 
it ought to have met a very different 
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reception. But, perhaps, it was the djing 
struggle, indicating a vigour which was not 
possessed, and the forerunner of a fate, to 
which every true friend of England and of 
India will pray, that Radicaliim in the JEast 
may speedily be consigned. 

Tour's ancerely, 

«*S. Habdcastle.' 
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THE HALF HOUR.— A RUN AGAINST 
TIME. 

Delicious k&Sy 
Wliy thoa so suddenly art gone. 
Lost in the moment tlioa art won ? 

De. Walcott. 

It was the good fortune of my friend 
Harry Seymour, a lieutenant of the Bengal 
Native Infitntry, to visit home on a year's 
leave, on private aSairs, much earlier than 
the furlough regulations in his case would 
have permitted the indulgence. He was an 
honest, good-tempered, soft-hearted, harum- 
scarum, happy sort of yomigster at all 
times: and leaving India, as he then was 
enabled to do, in good health, and in the 
hey-day of life, we all knew he would 
enjoy himself in England. He visited his 
native country at a time when his heart 
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was capable of appreciating and fondly 
relishing the many good things it holds out 
to a returned exile. He had not out-lived 
his early feelings; with him the ties of 
boyhood, tjie enjoyments of youth, the 
charms of local recollections, the thrillings 
themselves of early loves, likings, and 
liaisons, had not all withered and passed 
away. In a word, he could then enter 
into, andr imderstand the real difference 
between this hotbed of Hindooism, and the 
sturdier, healthier, and hardier enjoyments 
of his unfoi^otten birth-place. His country 
was yet his homey which is more than 
many of us can now say — ^and more than 
half the Indians, who have lingered on in 
the Company's dominions beyond a quarter 
of a century, could venture to assert 
' One of the greatest misfortunes that 
happens to us after a too protracted resi- 
dence in the East, is that we are not only 
unfitted to face the keen breezes of a 
colder climate^ but we are actually unsuited 
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to appreciate the social worth and sterling 
recommendations of our own country. What 
is still worse, the unfitness proceeds mainly 
from the impaired tone of our mental, 
intellectual, and moral feelings, as well as of 
om* bodily capacities. But I am wandering 
from our topic — ^which is, not to day, to 
recommend an early retirement from India, 
ere the heart is sunk in cold, selfish, sensual 
indiflTerence and apathy, — though I may 
illustrate this matter also on a future 
ocqision, — my object at present as any thing 
but a serious disquisition; and in spite of 
all this preparatory sermonizing, I have 
simply to state that Harry Seymour was 
t/oung when he returned, a few years ago, 
to his native country. My readers may 
possibly observe that I need not have put 
myself to so much pains in stating this — 
for the following little history of *half an 
hour' could not fiul abundantly to attest the 
fact of our hero's youth.— But, to our tale. 
After a tedious voyage of more than 
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seven weeks from St Helena — the Western 
Isles were passed — ^the pilot came on board 
—the Lizard lights were sighted on the 
larboard beam^ and my friend Seymour 
determined to get on shore by the earliest 
practicable opportunity* Tis a season of 
such wild excitement on board an home- 
ward Indiaman, when just entering the 
channel, that no wonder five of the passen- 
gers, with more loose gold than good sense 
among them, soon fell into the designs of a 
knowing personage of a boatman who came 
with the pilot : they agreed to pay him 
thirty-five guineas to put them forthwith 
on shore at Falmouth. In vain the good 
captain assured them they would be out 
all night; and that if they would quietly 
remain in their own snug accommodations 
until the following morning he would land 
them, with the present wind, at the Isle 
of Wight, or on the coast of Sussex, or 
sa&ly from the Downs : they were obstin- 
ately bent upon the boating adventure, 
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and the boat soon scudded away, with its 
freight, amid the cheers of the ship's crew. 
Fortunately the weather was moderate, and 
though they were out, as prognosticated, till 
long after midnight, they were at length 
securely landed at Falmouth, without further 
inconvenience than suffering from the inten- 
sity of the cold at that winter season of the 
year. Three of their number were lucky 
enough to secure places in the next day's 
coach for London — and in due time away 
they started: our hero Harry Seymour one 
of the party. - • 

Whether it was the feverish excitement 
altogether of his new situation on shore; 
whether it was his exposure of the preced-' 
ing night; — or whether it was his being 
thus suddenly thrown into the somewhat . of 
late unpractised position of a mail-coach 
traveller, with his back moreover to the 
horses, — I am unable to say ; — but certain 
it was, that the gay lieutenant soon found 
himself rather qualmish, and very &i from 
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comfertable. There was a crabbed old 
Cornish Attorney in the seat before him, 
travelling to town, with a carpet bag and tin 
case of title deeds, to put into the hands 
of conveyancers there, for the purpose of 
enabling some luckless client to raise the 
wind, and ruin himself in a new mining 
speculation. Whether the consciousness of 
his unheavenly errand soured his temper, 
and unsuited him for the enjoyment of 

• Heayen*8 own breezy air/ 

it matters not: — ^but the crusty old limb of 
the law would insist upon having the 
window next them hermetically sealed the 
whole night The lieutenant lowered it 
gently for a few moments, when he thought 
the lawyer was asleep; but the man started 
up with a shuddering growl, and asked, if 
my friend intended to ' perish him T — ^Poor 
Seymour was half suffocated, therefore, in 
spite of the bitterness of the universal cold 
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around them; but towards morning he fell 
into a kind of rumbling, jarring, shaking, 
unsteady, stage-coach description of slum- 
ber ; — nodding one moment right over into 
the solicitor's lap, and the next making an 
unceremonious pillow of the shoulder of las 
right hand companion 1 When he woke it 
was nearly broad day ; — his feverish sensa^ 
tions had subsided, but he was to endure a 
new misery in their stead ; — ^the cold had 
become intolerable. Never did poor mortal 
suffer as he did: and never was hungry and 
chilly traveller more happy than our friend 
when they stopt for breakfast, and he was 
enabled not only to get some hot rolls, 
toast, and tea, but what he considered 
second only to these essentials — ^to wit, the 
snatching a few hasty minutes for a hurried 
and very desirable adjustment of his toilet — 
I am obliged, as will be evident to all refin- 
ed and gentle readers, to introduce the 
record of this little portion of the detail — 
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in consequeiice of the adventure we are now 
approaching with our hero ; — ^who, be it 
stated, was a bit of a beau, at all times. 

Away- they started again — but the traveller 
was soon as qualmish and ill as ever, and 
had still farther to bear the misery and 
inconsistency of bitter cold, amid his old 
sensation of suffocating confinement and 
closeness. And thus they journeyed on, 
with very little relief, till they began to 
approach, at about 2 o'clock in the day, 
the appointed station for dining. Seymour 
now resolutely determined to eschew the 
next meal altogether; and as he had learned 
from experience in his Indian sojourning, 
that when tripping it by dAk in the hot 
vmids, the vnsest and healthiest plan was an 
abstinence from all substantial edibles, he 
sagaciously conceived that the same reason- 
ing would apply to the case of mail coach 
travelling in his own country, even amid the 
intensity of its pinching cold. And right 
cold it was^ for while they were nearing the 
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house, the noontide air became fresher, 
and keener, and more chilling than ever. 
Perhaps in the whole history of hard 
winters, it would be difficult to select a 
more biting and bitter frost, than that which 
beset our Indians in this their renewed 
introduction to their native climate. The 
breath was frozen fast on the small panes 
of glass of the coach; — and the coachman's 
whiskers had long pending icicles and 
spangles of glistering frost on them, when 
the coach drew up at Bridport for dinner, 
and coachee descended to tell them thej 
were to be allowed half an hour only for 
the meaL * Half an hour — gemmen — ^if you 
please' — he authoritatively repeated *not a 
moment longer!' 

Away tumbled in the bevy of shivering, 
and chattering, and hungry passengers ;-^but 
the suddenly abstemious Harry Seymour 
resolutely enquired for a spare room with a 
fire ; and was shewn into the private inn 
parlour, or inn^r tap> — the only place they 
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eould give him with a fire ready lighted: 
He limped along into the apartment as well 
as his half frost-bitten feet would allow him, 
amid the still reiterated warnings of the 
eoachman^ and of one or two busy helpers 
who were taking off the horses, singing out 
" only half an hour, genil'men, if you 
please 1" 

The room was empty. He threw off a 
boat cloak, and a Delhi shawl scarf from 
around his throat, and then commenced to^ 
swing and beat about his arms, and dance 
his feet, to put a little life and blood in 
them, before he approached too near to the. 
wished for haven of the fire. At this critical 
m(»nent of his most energetic antics, there 
suddenly entered the apartment^ bearing a 
silver old-&shioned saucepan in her hand, as 
beautiful a sylph-like figure of a young 
and smiling Hebe as ever popt mal-apropo» 
into a room to catch a poor fellow, in his, 
suj^posed solitude, making a fool of hiiii- 
sjelf ; — or to make a sadder fool of him 

vol*. I. Y 
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afiervrards with the aid and assistanGe of her 
ova witching smiles and irresistible attrao 
tiona. She stopt herself for a moment, 
suppressed her evident inclination to laugh 
outright, primmed up her little mischief- 
iMreathing mouthy and then quietly begged 
his pardon, and said, that i^e only came 
** to warm her uncle's daily posset" Imme-< 
diately i^e placed th^ silver saucepan on 
the fire, busied herself in stirring the coals, 
with other means and appliances for the 
acceleration of her little task. 

*^Only half an hour allowed, gentlemen I'* 
still repeated sopie officious voices in the 
passage without Seymour looked up at a 
Dutch clock in the comer of the room: 
five minutes of the thirty assigned him had 
already elapsed. He turned quickly, and 
gazed and gazed again, as if to make the 
Hiost of the brief moments in his possessicM^ 
and revel while permitted in hurried admirw 
atton of the loveliest thing he had 
0?er live4 to look upon. Her admirable 
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pedte figure and graceful form absolutely 
bewitched him. There was a grace and 
prettiness in her every movement; a tidi* 
ness and simplicity in her whole appear* 
ance, so unlike any thing he had beheld 
for years — or indeed had ever beheld-*that 
he kept <Hi admiring her^ in such length-* 
ened and unrestrained delight, that it was 
well her own fortunately averted looks did 
not meet his^ or they would have sunk in 
maiden wonderment or affright beneath his 
warm i|nd unremitted gazing. Her coiffeur 
was prettiness itself: — die had on a tiny 
cap, much in the &shion, it struck him, of 
an upper barmaid, and more, it may be in 
the stiU better style of niece de Maiscnu 
Then there were three or four silken ring- 
lets fisJling firom within the lace frilling of 
her cap. And her shape too-nset off as 
it was by the neatest of all possible chintz 
frocks with a broidered and fancifolly 
worked little silk apron. " What a, lovely 

Y 2 
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Specimen of my country's fair productions T 
he exclaimed to himsel£ ^^I must speak to 
her," be mentally continued: — "but I have 
not a moment to lose!" 

His eye had again glanced at the oldn 
fashioned clock in the comer, and it told 
him he had expended five foolish minutes 
in his first simple enchantment and 
admiration. He had but twenty minutes 
now before him. 

. " My dear ^Madam — ^Miss " he stam^ 

mered out , "for whom did you say 

that warm cordial was intended P** 

" For my uncle. Sir,** she replied. 
1 " You seem very, very careful about it," 
he remarked. 

. "'Tis for my dear good uncle. Sir 

ioid I wish to make it as it ought to be." 

"And who is your good uncle, my pretty 
maid?" the lieutenant enquired. 
^ With a Bmile at his improving address 
^hd with her lips wearing the same Hebe*- 
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like expression which they exhibited wheii 
she 1}eheld his antics at her first entrance, 
she replied, **My pretty maid's uncle, keeps 
this inn, Sir." 

" Can I assist you in your office, with 
the saucepan?" he asked — "and then perr 
haps you will reward me with a little of 
the contents." ) 

" Thank you kindly," was her artless and 
immediate reply, "will you hold the handle 
thus — ^while I bring the spices?" 

She placed the saucepan in his hand, 
and guided his somewhat awkward, yet now 
fast warming fingers with her tiny tapering, 
.ones, till the touch thrilled and tingled 
through him like wild fire. Then she 
tripped away as if utterly xmconscious of all 
the mischief she had been innocently 
inflicting upon the peace and susceptibility 
of her new acquaintance. 

My fiiend followed her with a look of 
speaking bewilderment ; but his glance in 

Y 3 
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its care^ fell also upon the dial plate of 
ihe eternally ticking, and advancing Dutch 
clock. Full three more minutes bad fled I 
How the inamorato cursed the unceasing 
pendulum of that unpitying chronicle of 
time, and breathed bis bitter anathema 
against the seven leagued strides of its 
gawky, ugly, long minute hand. And then 
how utterly his wishes contrasted with 
those of the lover who prayed 

* Ye Gods I annihilate both time and space !' 

But the object of his thoughts soon came 
bounding back with her spice box; cast a 
few into the silver saucepan, stirred the 
savory and scented contents, and then, as 
^1 was going right, the young pair had 
clearly established by this time a very 
legitimate acquaintance with each other, 
and she sufiered him to lead her by hex 
scarcely retiring band, to a small mahogany 
bench or settee by the fire side. 
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"And what are you in this establishment 

Miss y I beg your pardon may I ask 

-—your name ?" 

"Oh, do not call me Miss, Sir, I am 
nothing but Mary, simply Mary, my uncle's 
niece : my aunt is busy looking after the 
passengers by the mail, and — ^ 

" Hang the mail !" muttered to himself 
the young man, and again the Dutch remem- 
brancer before him exhibited the flight of a 
couple more- minutes. ** Only a poor quarter 
remaining 1" he murmured. " And your 
uncle, Mary" — ^he said aloud. 

" My uncle. Sir," she replied half timidly 
receding from an approaching arm, — ^which I 
am sure it would have puzzled my friend 
Harry Seymour to tell how, or why, 
was beginning to steal somewhat tenderly, 
though hesitatingly around the little waist of 
the maiden. 

"My uncle,'' repeated Mary, withdraw- 
ing herself, "is suffering from age and 
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rheumatism, and I am here to nm^e and 
attend him.'' 

" I thought you had been the pretty 
bar-maid, Mary." 

**No, no, not that," she said smiling, "my 
own poor mother would not permit her 
Mary to be so employed, even at my 
uncle's inn." 

By this time her hand, which he had 
again taken, was resting timidly, yet half 
permissively on his. They both sat silent, 
watching, it may be, the very interesting 
object of the .simmering saucepan before 
them; but they said nothing and were both 
looking, I must confess, exceedingly silly. 
He seemed to be secretly inspiriting himself 
to say something to the dear discovered gem 
of seeming innocence and artlessness at his 
iside: yet his hardiest efforts were unavail- 
ing, and like a simpleton, his silence would 
have outlasted the half hour itself— but that 
the dull tick of the prosaic Dutch clock 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



THE BENGALEE. 273 

roused bim from his dream, and told him 
that five farther minutes had dwindled away 
firom the poor balance of the remaining 
portion of his time. 

*'Good heavens!" he exclaimed, "only ten 
minutes more!" 

"Are you going away in the mail?" she 
enquired 

"Yes,— Mary,— but .** 

There was another pause — ^yet by this 
time not only did her hand lay altogether 
passive in one of his, but his other arm 
had sunk unconsciously from the upright 
back of the old mahogany settee, and was 
very nearly, if not quite, m the enjoyment 
of a resting place ^ all unrepressed and 
xmreproved' around the waist - of his now 
perhaps too confiding companion. 

" Heigho I" said a deep sigh of the Bengal 
lieutenant of native infantry. 

** Heigho I" whispered a scarcely audible 
one of the gentle maiden by his ^de. 
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" The half hour's nearly out P grunted a 
gruff voice m the outer passage* 

They both started up, with one accord, 
their eyes fixed upon the clock ; six or 
seven still further minutes had there fled 
iaway into the lap of eternity. 

" What a shame !" exclaimed the youngster, 
'' to be snatched away when just taught 

to — :' 

" Nay, Sir, youTl soon forget the little inn 
at Bridport " 

<< Never — ^Mary — I fear we never ; ^ 

our hero, as befitting him, was getting high 
up in the heroics. — He turned around — the 
shawl that had been wrapt about his neck-^ 
for the sake of landing it — (for a fevorite-' 
sister too, I am ashamed to avow) now 
caught his eye — ^as, possibly, it had Mary's 
some little time before. 

He took it up, and throwing it round 
her miniature person *^will you wear this, 
Mary, jfor my sake — ^for the sake of ?" 
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Sfa^ bliished crimsou d^ep as the shawl 
itself, and gently attempted to remove it,- 
There was necessarily a slight, faint 
struggle ; — they are brought closer by it — 
closer — and still unconsciously much nearer 
together — ^till their lips . 

^' The half hour^s out 1"— sung forth 
savagely a loiid voice, the unwelcome owner 
of it, popping himself into the room at the 
same moment " The half hoipr gentlemen," 
reiterated half a score of toi^gues in every 
direction. " Coach up ! — -all ready !" 

"Well — ^well — ^FU follow you immediately," 
muttered the miserable and disappointed 
lieutenant ** Plague on their impertinence," 
he continued. But all again was for a 
moment clear, a^d turning to his compa<t 
liion — . 

"My dear— 'detir girl,"— rhe hurriedly 
murmured — ^and again — somehow — ^I ^un sure 
I can't say how — ^their lips — . 

" Oh — heavens 1 — ^heavens I" screamed poor 
Mary, "There's the posset all over — all 
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flaring over in the grate — ^what shall I do? 
what shall I do? The chimney will be on 
fireT 

*^ Coach quite ready, Sir, — ^waiting for 
you !" — said the landlady herself approach- 
ing : " why ! what's all this ?" — she shrieked 
out as she entered! The lieutenant huddled 
on his boat cloak ; he attempted one 
tender parting look^ but it was in vain I 
In one moment more, he was in the coaoh 
itself, and the crabbed Cornish attorney 
and his tin case of title deeds in the back 
seat before him! — Oh that too fleeting half 
hour — Harry Seymour often, often dreams 
pf it, he tells me to this very day 1 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



THE BENGALEE. 277 



THE DURBAR. 



And, like this insubstantial pageant, faded I 

Shakspeabb. 



It was my fortune, some time ago, to be 
present at a Durbar at the Government 
house ; and, notwithstanding it was conduct- 
ed with all wonted etiquette, and propriety, 
yet, as every thing connected with Eastern 
ceremony presents itself to the imagination 
only in the semblance of expensive show 
and magnificence, for which alone I had 
foolishly prepared myself, — I returned from 
the spectacle, more than ordinarily dis- 
appointed. There were circumstances, also, 
which gave rise to feelings I had little 
anticipated. ' As fiur as regards the splendour 

VOL. L z 
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of the exhibition, — ^with the exception of the 
Body Guard in it's fiiU dragoon dress, and 
military equipments, and a company of 
grenadiers, from the regiment in the fort, 
there was nothing peculiar or imposing, and 
certainly nothing of Asiatic character or 
magnifience in the scene* Among the whole 
assemblage, the only richly-dressed perform- 
ers in the spectacle were the aides-de-camp, 
and a few of the staff; and there was as 
little of the east in their style of equipment, 
as could weH be imagined ; if we except 
the Per»an or costly Hindoostanee sabres, 
worn by some of them, and which, I am 
not aware, were expressly adopted for the 
occasion. 

The European gentlemen, CiviUans, and 
others, who. attended, were coUex^ted before- 
hand, in the entrance to the Marble Hi^l ; 
and tm the Governor-General making his 
appearance, he was received with all bcmour, 
by the grenadier company and Body Guard, 
the latter of which were ranged in standing 
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Hies, alo£ig the northern windows of the 
extensive vestibule, or anti-roonu As his 
Lordship reached the centre door of the 
hall of aodience, preceded by his personal 
staff and secretaries, and accompanied by 
the members of Government, the military 
officers and visitors following in the rear, — 
the whole of the nadve gentlemen, who had 
been previously assembled in die marble 
hall, stood up, — the Govemor^Greneral pro- 
ceeding through their ranks to the chair of 
state at the farther end, while these 
descendants of the former nobles and princes 
of Hindoostan paid their respectful homage 
to the respresentative and delegate of their 
foreign rulers. 

His Lordship took his seat under the 
canopy, with his suite, the general staff, and 
others, ranged semicircularly on either side; 
and now commenced the ceremony of intro- 
duction. The native Ministers, Vakeels, 
:agents for neighbouring states, noblemen^ 
descendants of Nawaubs^ of Rajahs, and 
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Others, were brought up, one by one, and 
their rank,, titles, and pretensions, announced 
by the Persian Secretary* The low salam 
was given ; and the half European bow, and 
half Asiatic raising of the hand, returned. by 
his Lordship. After the presentation of the 
whole, Khelauts, and other ornamental 
dresses, were conferred on a few, and uttr 
and paun given indiscriminately to . every 
one : at the conclusion of which, the 
Governor-General bowed repeatedly to the 
assembly; and with the same ceremonial and 
arrangement of the suite and others, his 
Lordship retired from the hall of audience. 
My readers may naturally enquire, why 
I have thus entered into a description of 
what must be &miliar to half the Calcutta 
community ? But the &ct is, the scene 
fastened upon my mind, with an impression 
I can little pourtray, and one which, cerr 
tainly^ I shall never forget It was, by 
chance, the only Durbar I had ever witnes- 
sed in the country, — and the unhappy and 
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too apparent poverty, the low broken 
fortunes, and, yet more striking than aU, 
the calm, respectful apathy, the forced 
contentedness of maaj of these fallen 
representatives of ancient sovereignty and 
powers'—came to my heart with a feeling far 
from pleasurable to myself, and, as it then 
seemed to me, not very honourable to oiu: 
own policy, and our own situation in this 
empire., 

And yet I am aware, that the now 
penniless and exhausted state of their 
coffers, — ^the wealth of which once laughed 
to' scorn the proudest possessions of our 
European aristocracy, must mainly be attri- 
buted to their own degeneracy, their own 
inaction, or profligate extravagance ; while 
other numerous, and even more wealthy 
families,' of their countrymen are fast rising 
in the scale of importance, and profiting by 
the mercantile pursuits ' and commercial 
intelligence of their conquerors. These last 
are far surpassing their teachers in the 
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benefits and riches which such knowle<%e 
has opened to theur exertions. But still the 
mind, while it witnessed the remains of the 
once proud nolnlity of the East, and felt a 
h nmil iari ng pang at this public recc»xl and 
display of their now lowly d^radHdon,— 
could not be disposed to recognke as their 
successors to eastern importance, the head 
Banians or Shro£& of the Bazar ; however 
respectable some of the latter, or however 
removed from the halnts and general 
character of the trading community of dieir 
brethren. 

Amoi^ the presentations at the Durbar, 
X¥as tliat of an old, infirm, native gentleman, 
with the vestiges of a tall and remarkid>ly 
fine person. He was related, I -ascertain^, 
to the ancient Moc^shedabad fiunily, and 
subdsted, partly on the relics of a once 
extensively 'Zumeendaree, which the chica- 
nery of his neighbours, amidst the ZilMi 
courts, had curtailed to it's present scanty 
isisignificaoce, and partly on a snmll 
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pensicm or montUy stipend from the govern- 
ment On his feebly approaching the chair 
of state^ I was much struck with his 
appearance^ — the very shape of bis turi>an, 
— ^the style of his plabi muslin, but amply 
fcdded dress,^ — ihe faded antiquity of a rich 
and once handsome diawl, and altogeUier 
the passee^ and now &Uen appearance of 
his fortums^ could not but awaken notice 
and sympatliy* llie natives of Hindoostan 
are ever at home, f»d iinafoashed ioi public 
ceremonial; and the merest boy will 
conduct himself with scrupulous observance 
of etiquette and propriety^ on all public 
occasions like the prcssent Theref<H*e the 
elegant, thou^ decrqud manner of the old 
gentleman, was not so much the subject of 
my remark: but, as he bent himself in his 
salutation before the raised seat of power, 
his strength failed him, and he almost sunk 
at it's feet He was immediately supported 
by a mo(mshee; or other native attending 
the Fendcm Secretary, and the tl^ passed 
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off, I believe, unheeded by many. To me, 
the little incident, though simply accidental, 
and resulting, perhaps, only firom the age 
and infirmity of the individual, yet seemed 
a deep and heart-reaching ' tale ; for the 
idle wandering of my fancy had conveyed 
me to other times and changes, and placed 
me amidst happier events for this now lowly 
scion of princes. My mind pictured him as 
he might have been, upon the haughty 
musnud of his ancestors ; and then it 
brought him here again before me, poor, 
fortuneless, aged, and decrepid, — sinking in 
shame and sorrow to the dust, - as he 
performed this his last earthly exhibition of 
submissive and too humbling degradation! 

On my return home, the picture of the 
Durbar kept haunting my imagination ; and 
when, in the evening, I had retired early 
to rest, before resigning myself to sleep, the 
circumstances of the day came confusedly 
and strangely before ^ me. There was the 
marble hall ; — ^the guards, the tottmng and 
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falling old msai, the military band, the 
presenting of wftr,— and when at length I 
sunk into slumber, the unquiet st^te of my 
mind resolved itself into an unaccoimtable 
and most unnatural dreamt — Years, centuries 
seemed to have passed away, and yet I was 
alive and present amidst earthly scenes I I 
was in Europe, in my native country; — 
but whether, Uke Rip Van Winkle, I had 
overslept myself for this portentous period; 
or whether, in the Brahminical course of 
transmigration, I had, meantime, passed into 
other bodies, and again been doomed to 
reanimate, for my sins, the unhappy person 
of the Bengalee ;— ^yet so it was, I was 
^ve, and still observing every passing 
event, though ages had flitted over my 
country, and wrought their fearfiil and 
distressing changes upon it 
' It's History, indeed, meanwhile, how 
eventful I Parties and politics had changed 
sides ; — ^the Whig had merged into the 
supporter of high Toryism, and the very 
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names and principles of party had become 
extinct! But, in their stead, the "March 
of Intellect" had boldly and majestically 
advanced; all Middlesex and the surroimd^ 
ing counties, with their laity, labourers, and 
all were gownsmen, fellows, dignitaries, or 
honorary members and professors of the 
London University. The Cathohc question 
had been long since carried, and its politics 
had for a time toiled only in secret ascen- 
dancy; till at last it boldly threw off the 
mask, imd subverted Protestantism, it's 
Church and government By this time 
there were annual Parliaments; and, as 
an improvement upon universal sufferage, 
subordinate county senates, and village coun- 
cil boards had been gloriously adapted : new 
trade and commerce had been opened by 
the liberals to the nation, — agriculture had 
been gravely and deliberately exploded for 
ever; while Captain Parry's successors, 
completing their discoveries at the Pole, 
had laid open a new world and continent 
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for enterprising speculation. Gelatia, the 
discovered country, proved a powerful and 
wondrous race of people; and the outlet 
for broad cloths, woollens and manufactures, 
with the blessings of open and reciprocal 
trade, had raised the Britidi Tiation, under 
it's new most Catholic monarchy, to a 
pinnacle of unheard-of, unprecedented glory J 
It was true, there was no army, and the 
wooden walls of Old England had long 
since fallen into discredit and disuse,---*but 
the pen of the now intellectual philosophic 
people was ever brave and prepared, 
and the public press more omnipotent, — 
more influential than ever. The Gelatians, 
however, found out some weak points in 
our power: their ports were suddenly shut; 
they declared war at an unhappy moment 
of intestine public discusidon, when half 
the county parliaments were in open feud 
with their neighbours. There was no 
possible mode of new feshioning a nosry at 
this jimcture, for we had kindly permitted 
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Other nations^ to be our carriers^ and had 
neither mariners nor shipping. Invasion 
ensued, and a few years saw Britain only 
in the character of " one of the brightest 
jewels of the Crowri^ of Gelatial 

Now came my dream: — ^There was a 
grand Levee at the former St James's, and 
the Gelatian Viceroy was receiving the 
homage and obeisance of the natives. It 
was a heart-depressing spectacle. The 
descendants of our Russelis, our Pagets, our 
Howards, Wellesleys, and others, were 
attending the Levee in lowly guise, and 
had beeji d^taujed in their humble vehicles, 
opposite the yice-regal palace, by a crowd 
witnessing the punishment of a culprit, a 
lineal descendant of one of our once leading 
Ministers, who had been convicted, by the 
new laws of our conquerpr, pf charlatanism, 
and tricks of sleight of hand I I saw them 
afterwards in the hall of state, poor, dejected, 
and despised, while the new rulers, with 
their fijrred and splendid hi^bilimeuts seemed 
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proudly to hold in scorn the humiliation of 
their vassals. 

The sight overpowered me ! — ^my spirit 
seemed bursting in it's anger: I tried to 
think it some delusion of the troubled fancy, 
and to break away firom it's unhallowed 
influence, — ^but a huge whiskered and furred 
Gelatian seemed to watch and oppress me; 
— ^at last he rushed fiercely at my breast 

when the "Sahib! Sahib T of my 

shrdar bearer most happily aroused, i^d 
relieved the Bengalee firom the appalling 
incubus and horror of the Ntght-mare ! 
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THE MUD FORT. 



£»eh look*d to too, aod stream aod plaio. 
As what they De*er might see agaio ; 
Theo foot, aod poiot, aod eye opposed, 
lo dohioos strife they darkly closed. 

Sir Walter 8cott. 



The weather was beghining to be insup-^ 
portably hot, and canvas anything but 
agreeable. The fiice of the Major, com-i 
manding the — ^th Re^ment of Native 
In&ntry, was daily growing blacker — 
literally blacker ; much from the effect of 
exposure to the sun, and from an overflow- 
ing of bile, the result of continued neglect 
to certain warnings and sure tokens of 
disordered health, which the anxious old 
soldier was, at this juncture, too busy to 
attend to* But still much of it arose, too, 
rom the perpetual Erebus-looking frown. 
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which protracted ill-humour, vexation, and 
perplexity, now contrived to fixy as it were, 
on his marked and weather-beaten counte- 
nance. Woe to the unfortunate wight on the 
rear-guard who by this time might chance 
to steal into camp before the last creaking 
hackery of the baggage-train. It was ten to 
one if the old Major, who had an eye on 
every thing, did not stalk forth from his 
double-poled tent to greet him with some- 
thing like the following. 

**Well, Mr. Crump, were you not officer 
of the day, yesterday?" 

"Yes Major," would reply the innocent 

**And why the devil. Sir, do you come 
into camp before the rest of the ba^age ? 
May I beg the favor of your betaking 
yourself to your post again ; jmd if you 
^nter this ground before the last hackery, 
you shall hear a little more on the subject" 

" The young dog, " would the Major 
mutter to lumself, as he lifted agian the 
cheek of his tent, and retired under shelter 
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to his hookah — *' I have no notion of his 
creeping in to break&st, and my beer left 
to boil on the road-way for these three 
hours to come ! " 

It was no wonder^ aflter all^ that the 
Major was a little out of hiunour. — He had 
been ordered out, with his whole corps from 
Benares^ just at the end of March ; sent 
away through Azinighur to the Oude 
territories, and peremptorily desired, long 
after the hot-winds had set in, to aid his 
most excellent Lucknow Majesty's aumil, or 
tuhseelder, or some such respectable native 
functionary, in enforcing the payment of 
certain stray lacs of rupees, said to be due 
by refractory zumeendars to the royal 
treasury. Now the old Major not only 
hated being away from his snug well-tattied 
bungalow near the nullah, at Secrole, at this 
peculiar season of the year ; but he, more- 
over, detested, as cordially as any officer of 
sepoys in the whole army, this deputation 
of himself and regiment, at the beck and 
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nod of a rascally aumil^ to support i^hole 
gangs of tax-gathering harpies, and punish 
poor wretches of zumeendars, who were 
often roused into rebellion only under the 
grinding extortion of the court, — ^men, in 
feet, who were really honest fine fellows, in 
thus holding out as long as they could, 
s^ainst not a little of robbery and 
oppression. 

On one or two occasions, in spite of 
external ill-humour, old Jemmy Costive, or 
Caustic, — ^for he was indiscriminately called 
either, in the usual happy exchange by the 
juniors of the army of all real patronimics 
of their seniors for certain more euphonious 
and approved soubriquets : — in spite of ill 
humour, I repeat, our good Major had once 
or twice amicably insured the adjustment of 
simdry claims,, brought for^^ard by the 
aumil, and induced the landholders to pay 
something in composition and part clearance 
of their kist He declared it gave him little 
pleasure to knock mud walls about the e^u^ 
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of the injured, by way, too, of redressing 
their injuries : — ^but if he could only get the 
aumil himself into a snug Uttle mud-walled 
edifice, with a few score of his rascally 
followers and rabble of military about him, 
he would shew him a Uttle ball-practice, 
with an episode, par parenthese^ of assault 
and escalade ; and he would vouch for it, 
**his Lucknow Majesty's aumil would never 
bring out another Company's regiment a 
tax-gathering again in the hot winds!" 

It was, however, growing near the middle 
of the month of May, and old Caustic's 
patience was nearly expended, — such a 
dance had the aumil led him- — ^when, after 
a long day's, or rather night's march, <Ma 
approaching one of the circuitous wanderii^ 
of the river Gograh, so peculiar to that part 
of the country, the detachment at length 
came upon a regular mud fort, not very far 
from the river itself. The aumil here had 
a long account of revenue to settle with the 
killedar, who was a powerful proprietor of 
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the surrounding country, and a determined 
and constant defaulter to his liege lord of 
Lucknow. But it happened also, very 
oddly, that our good Major had a little bit 
of an account of his own to settle with him. 
Strange to say, some of the Major's pale 
ale, or other ' such valuables (we have 
already seen the care he bestowed on these 
things) had been seized on the river at this 
very mud fort, a few years ago, when the 
regiment was stationed in the north of 
Oude, and Major Caustic expected, \ik the 
Gograh, his annual supply, of rich edibles, 
&c. from the esteemed hand of Mr. Havell, 
of Di^ah. He was anxiously awaiting their 
arrival, when he learned that the very 
identical zumeendar, who now had the 
honor to be opposed to him, had seized the 
entire cargo, and, what was far worse, had 
jcecklesi^y destroyed the same, the moment 
he found out the hams, wines, condiments, 
imd other contaminations contained in the 
various packages of his plunder. This was 
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a never-to-be-forgotten offence in the list of 
the Major's worldly sufferings and indig- 
nities. 

But the offender was at length before him 
— ^within his very grasp, — ^at this juncture 
too, of accumulated ill-humour, collected 
bile, and burning-like annoyance ! More- 
over, it really appeared there was, in this 
case, some good cause of complaint on the 
part of the Lucknow authorities : the man 
was a professed rebel and marauder. So 
the Major very conscientiously mingled 
together his public and private sense of 
injuries. There were before him, in the 
fevered judgment-hall of his feelings, (the 
thermometer at exactly 104® Farht) first 
of all, hb old grievances, next his present 
exposure in the hot vrinds, then his military 
zeal, and, finally, his aspirations after a 
C-B-ship — ^all exciting him into a virtuous 
indignation against the luckless killedar. 
Hence arose a tolerably decided and satis- 
factorily founded resolution in his own mind 
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to batter the mud Walls about the devoted 
heads of the rebels and> as he called them^ 
his pestilent little garrisoiL 

He sent a summons immediately, in which 
as much of the above Bis was necessary to 
announce^ was rendered into very passable 
Persian, by the aid of the aiunil and the 
yoiuig interpreter and quarternnaster of the 
regiment But the reply must have been 
anything but soothing or satisfactory ; for 
the whole of that morning the Major was 
shut up in his tent, with the Adjutant and 
Interpreter just mentioned. All \n the 
camp began pretty well to understand that 
the fort now before them was to be carried 
forthwith; and it was further whispered 
that the Major was determined to make a 
spirited example of this chieftain, in order 
to intimidate others, and lessen the chance 
of his being much longer detained out on 
this most detestable duty. 

Towards the evening of the eventful day 
just described^ a group (^ European officers 
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were observed clustered together and loung- 
ing about in front of the tents of our 
little detachment The fort was within half 
a mile of them^ rising conspicuously and 
menacingly somewhat to their left. Imme- 
diately in front was a bold ravine, which 
commenced close to the extreme left of 
their line of encampment, and then ran 
brokenly on before it, till it reached the 
eastern &ce of the fort, passing close to 
the bas6 of the wzll itself, and forming a 
deep ditch and defence along that side of 
the little fortification. On quittii^ the fort ; 
the ravine went off directly to the river, — 
the river itself at this point slanting inwards 
in a north-westerly direction, so as to run 
almost close to the north or rear of the 
fort; and afforded, in consequence of its 
broken banks, irregular ravines, and low 
jungle, a complete protection on this side 
also. On the western face was a dense 
jungle, creeping up nearly to the wall — of 
a description certainly to afford cover to 
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an assailing party in that directioti, but the 
ground was too broken to admit of proper 
formation of tropps, except at one spot, 
where there were some scattered huts — a, 
petty deserted bazar, from which ran an 
approach to a small gateway and diminutive 
wicket, close under the sputh-weat bastion, 
The main entrance itself to the fort was, 
however, in the centre of the south curtain 
of the wall, almost in front of the group 
of oncers, who, from a short distance, were 
thus forming an estimate of the strength of 
the works. This face was clearly the only 
approachable part of the whole, unless we 
except the smaller gateway and wicket to 
the left, and which seemed to communicate 
only with a separate and distinct angle of 
the fort, used probably for the zenanak, or 
personal residence of the killedar. The fort 
itself was a simple mud-built quadran^e, 
with bastions at each angle. Each face 
ipight be about one hundred and fifty or 
one hundred ^d eightjr feet, md ^h^ 
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general height of the curtain, which, though 
in tolerable repair, was anything but regular, 
might be about thirty feet. The walls were 
thick, with a Ineast-work on them of four 
or five feet, behind which might be seen 
numbers of the garrison leaning on the 
parapets and watchii^ the sepoy camp 
before them. There were stout-looking 
jutoauns armed to the teeth; and on the 
bastions could be made out a few ginjals 
and wall^ieces on swivels, carrying about 
twelve or twenty ounce balls. 

The position occupied by the group of 
English officers, which was one of the 
occasional dight eminence formed by the 
broken banks of the river, gave them a 
pretty coirect view of the entire fort and 
its defences, and of the country in its 
vicinity. The sun was fast sinking over 
the jungle to the left, but its rays were 
stUl gleaming on the upper portion of the 
works, and glancing fitfiilly upon the arms- 
pf the men crowded along the walls. The 
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river to the right was just sinkir^ into 
shade^ though there were a &w seanty 
q>ots upon the opposite side, where the 
light still lingered, and whither the lengtk*^ 
©ned rfiadows, now flung far by the fort 
Itself and high banks, had not yet reached^ 
On these, occasionally, were seen gliding 
past the %ht skiffs of the fishermen, for 
the first time for many years, pursuii^ their 
quiet course, unchallenged and unimpeded 
by a ready plunderer or claimant of tolli 
firam among the busy followers of the 
killedar. 

Far behind the whole scene, and above 
the misty and grey horison, rose magnifi* 
cently amidst the very clouds, (and, indeed^ 
eloiid-like themselves, distinguishable only by 
Ihe frequent bright tints, sharp and crisp^ 
-99 a painter would describe them, scattered 
over their wavy eminences), the majeslit 
b^^ts of the snowy Himalaya. They were 
ieUtom Tidhle ait this season of the year $ 
toi^ a dight storm and north-wester of the 
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pteceding evening had cleared away ttie 
usual sullen haziness of the atmosphere, and 
added much to the present distinctness and 
beauty of the scene. 

: ** Well, Crump, my boy — that's a brave 
^etch you're making ;" said an Artillery 
^ub, looking over the shoulder of the 
Ensign, — "clap in a few more pencil dashes 
on the walls, for spears * fierce bristling." 
You are not half warlike enough. — Why, if I 
were sketching for my posterity a fort, 
where I was to have a broken head the 
next morning, I'd leave a relic fit to 
frighten folks. Your fort is as bland and 
as peaceful as one of our amateurs' new 
drops at the Chowringhee I" 

" I'm making it as I found it," answered 
jCrump, interrupted in his sketch, and not 
Jialf liking the idea of the broken head for 
the ensuing morning. 

*^ Oh ! stop — don't put it up yet," cried 
the other ; " stay for the old Major. Here 
j^e comes vdth a spy-glass, and you may 
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soon put him in, in gaunt prominence, on 
the foreground. He'll serve to firighten folka 
with that black phiz of his, if the fort 
won't" 

" Well, gentlemen," gaid the Commandant, 
approaching them, *^ are yoii all ready to 
take the stings out of that hornet's nest to^ 
morrow ?" 

"You intend to try it to-morrow. Major?" 
observed a hoary respectable looking Captain 
of the group. 

"Indeed, do I," returned the Major. "The 
Adjutant will have the orderly book ready 
for you all, in a few moments; and it is odd 
if we do not thin those clustering rascals 
before they are a day older. "^Attend now," 
said the old gentleman, waving his hand so 
as to draw his hearers in a circle around 
him, "I'll tell you how we are to manage it. 
You'll understand my plans the better for a 
little vivd voce explanation, — ^with the fort, 
too, before us." 

"You, Captain Oldboy, will lead the right 

B B 2 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 



804 THE BBKOALSE. 

wing on to the main-gate* You dee th^ 
approach to it — Stand here, «od you can 
make out diat the ground sinbi and 
descends just before the gate itsel£ You'll 
draw out jour men within easy mudket 
reach of the fort, so as to clear the walld 
of thes6 vagabonds; while Mr. Topaz with 
his artillerymen will run his gun right at the 
dutwazii. You'll back him bravely I know; 
and if the gate is to be forced, he is the 
man to diiver it; and you will then imme-* 
diately close in, and push your grenadiers 
at the fellows. The Light Bobs we'll have 
4)n the crest of the ravine to the right 
here, to pepper away as they shew them-^ 
selves:— and the other gun we will station 
at the huts to th6 left, and see if we can 
catch an opportunity to try its metal on the 
little western gate, in the rear of yonder 
bastiom — Captain Rust and Ensign Rivers 
will be there with their compimy to support 
the 6-pounder and take advantage of its 
moveiiients. And now, gentlemen," added 
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the Commanding Officer— the tone of his 
voice here suddenly growing deeper, and 
harsher if possible — -"you will bear in mind 
that our object is to makie a serious exi^ple 
of this killedar. 'Tis the only way to bring 
our present service to a conclusion. K they 
stand an obstinate assault" — ^his tone becom- 
ing still deeper, and his words slower, and, 
as the Artillery Sub Topaz afterwards 
declared, his whole physiognomy shewing 
blacker and blacker — ^^ yovUll do your duty^ 
said he, with one of those significant 
bendings of the brow which told plainer 
than a hundred tongues the doom of the 
poor devils in the mud walls before them. 

**The Nawaub's troops?" — enquired Cap- 
tain Oldboy. 

"Will be posted to the right, and rear of 
the fort, along the river; and also thrown 
into yonder jungle to the left, to cut off 
every soul that would escape us." 

There was a pause for a few moments^ 
No one seemed inclined to make fiurther 
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remarks; and the sun at this moment went 
down redly and sullenly, for the last time, 
it appeared, on many of the deluded 
followers of the killedar; and perhaps the 
last also for not a few of those preparing td 
give effect to the death-warrant thus issued 
against two or three hundred — ^but I will 
not call them unoffending — ^fellow creatures. 

At the mess-tent during the evening 
nothing particular occurred. One or two of 
the youngsters of the regiment endeavoured; 
as might be perceived, to be more noisy 
and facetious than usual, but their attempt^ 
were generally abortive. The older hands 
got, for a time, into grave, but seemingly 
unexciting, conversation: — at last a chance 
observation led them to home and to early 
recollections of their native country. — It 
was strange, but at that moment all at the 
table became exclusively interested in this 
topic, and there was an affectionate tone 
of natural feeling pervading the whole of 
the conversation, — even from ancient Oldboyi 
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the hoary-headed captain^ a cadet of th(^ 
last Century, down to the very griffin of 
the party, young Ensign Rivers. The 
same thing has not been unprecedented 
elsewhere on other occasions of like 
approaching exertion and danger ; — -as if the 
heart, ere it nerved itself for deeds of 
daring energy, loved to repose awhile amid 
its native recollections, and the soothing of 
the earlier sympathies of our nature, like 
the calm stillness that reigns around ere 
the rousing of the storm blast ; or, the more 
insidious langour in the human frame itself, 
that precedes how often the busy raging of 
the too fatal fever. 

All had retired to rest Lieut Topaz, of 
the Artillery, was sleeping in his dooly-cot 
on one side of a single-poled tent, and 
Ensign Crump, his chum for the time 
being, wa§ in a deep slumber on his camp 
charpoy on the other side of the tent pole. 
It was a little past midnight, when Topaz 
was awakened by a light coming in at the 
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door-way, and immediately afterwards, the 
cheek was raised, and Ensign Rivers, a fine 
young lad of the regiment, entered the 
tent with a lantern in his hand. 

* Hullo r growled forth Topaz — " what 
brings you here at this time of night. 
Master Boots?" — ^for so the Ensign was 
designated in the regiment, as the last 
comer into its ranks. 

The youth hesitated and stammered, as if 
doubtful how to introduce his present 
purpose. ^* Can't you speak, man?" contin- 
ued Topaz, barely awake, and not over- 
pleased with the light flaring in his eyes. 

"I came," faltered out the Ensign, "to ask 
you and Crump to be witnesses to a paper 
now vnth me. It requires three signatures; 
the Adjutant has given me his, and I now 
want your's and your chum's." 

"You might as well have got it two hours 
ago, my young gent," said the Artilleryman, 
"and I should have gone on better with 
my first sleep. But come," he added, lifter 
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one or two outstretchings of his arms, and 
getting better humoured in his tone, ^^let 
us have your paper; — ^there is ink in that 
desk on the table. What paper is it, 
Rivers?" 

"Lord! it an*t time yet," muttered Crump, 
sitting up in his bed, and awakened by the 
voices in the tent 

The boy Rivers hesitated at first, the 
more as Crump, was awakened, to answer 
the question of Topaz, but soon spreading 
the document out, a sheet of foolscap paper, 
carefully written down on one side> before 
the Lieutenant — " It's only my will," he 
replied. "I have been told in an Europe 
letter firom my. uncle, received some weeks 
ago, to prepare it, and to be careful to get 
three signatures to attest the document; but 
I put it off firom day to day, until at mess 
this night it occurred to me how cruelly 

remiss I had been J* 

"There it is, — my sign manual then," 

interrupted the Lieutenant — ^**Tom Topaz; 
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and he must be a clever fellow who makes 
out what my pothooks are intended for." 

" Oh, but you must give your rank and 
signature in full," observed Rivers. " My 
uncle .^ 

" D — ^n your uncle. I should like him 
to be roused out after twelve o'clock to 
attest deeds at full length, as if figuring 
away at the end of a monthly muster roll. 
I say, Crump, now for your part of the 
play," exclaimed he, throwing over the ink- 
filled pen on the sheet of Ensign Crump's 
bedding. 

The Ensign by this time was wide awake, 
and had gathered fi*om the little that had 
passed, what was required of him. He 
signed the will vnthout a word, and imme^ 
diately turned himself on his pillow, and 
with his back to the light, tried to compose 
himself again to the sleep from which he 
had been so unwillingly disturbed. 

Rivers sat down on the bed-side by 
Topaz. He was silent for a few minutes, — : 
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but when the hard breathing of his brother 
Ensign told him that Crump was in a 
happy state of disregard of all mundane 
matters — ^^ I'll tell you what this paper is, 
good Topaz," said he ; " you may have 
heard that I have a little landed and other 
property at home, which is at my disposal 
at the age of eighteen. I was eighteen 
three months ago, and now I have made 
it over to my mother for life, in this deed, 
which will answer either for that purpose 
at any rate, or as my last testament in 
case of accident to-morrow. I was very 
culpable. Topaz, in neglecting the thing 
till now." : 

Topaz said nothing; his eye was resting 
kindly on the face of the youth. Rivers 
saw it, and his heart responded . to the 
feeling. All at once he abruptly, but in a 
low tone, exclaimed — "My dear Topaz, will 
you promise not to laugh at me. I am not 
jifraid of tQ-morrow — indeed no — ^but ther^ 
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U something I would fidn say to 700 befioiPe 
k approaches* Tou go home <m (iirioagh 
next year, don't you. Topaz ?* 

** Yes, please the pigs, my Etde boots,^ 
said the Lieutenant 

'< Well then, promise me one thing — one 
thing Topaz?* 

«* What is it, man T 

'^ It is not much," continued the other. 
♦* Will you go to my poor mother, T<^)az, 
at Bath— if— I ^.''—he paused. 

**Hop the twig to-morrow," interjected 
the other; **why, I am as likely as your* 
^elC n^y fi>^e fellow, to do that comfortaUe 
thing, and perhaps more so^" 

**Nay but promise me. And will you^- 
lifter to-morrow — ^remember that in a secret 
draw in the upper part of my writing dedi 
im a locket, a small minature locket, with 
hak behind it I wish you to take it to tT 
r— Hhere was no little hesitatnm in the 
^KQIPI^gster's manner—** to a ypung l§fS^ 
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who is Staying with my mother — her 
niece" 

^* And your cousin^ eh ?" significantly 
interrupted the Lieutenant. 

"Yes, my cousin: her name is Clara 
Rivers. Will you give her the locket and 
say I begged you to take it, and to add, 
that I— that "" 

" You still love her dearly. Rivers, k 
this it?" said Topaz, in a kindlier tone than 
his rough voice usually assumed. " Well, 
my dear lad, suppose I promise." 

"Then," exclaimed the other, "you will 
indeed do me a brother's kindness. God 
bless you. Topaz — thank you, thank you." 
And without a word more he gave the huge 
hand of his companion a confiding and 
affectionate pressure, and gently retreated 
to his own little routee. 

The bugle sounded the reveillee in the 
morning at the usual hour, as if nothing 
extraordinary were in agitation, and the 
drum-call in due Ume assembled die men 
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of the detachment on parade. The extm 
ammunition had been served out the pre- 
ceding evening) the different columns and 
divisions for &e attack accurately told off» 
and little remained in the m<Nrmng but for 
the men to fidl in and await the ord«r to 
advance. The two pieces of artillery, with 
their tumbrib and fUQ equipments, were in 
the front; the Eurcqpean privates grouped 
beside them, their necks uvicovered and 
collara thrown back, their white cotton 
jackett half unbuttoned^ ^nd a few of them 
with their trowsers tud^ed i^ wd their 
ungdtered well proporticm^ Vmh9^ ignning 
a pretty strong contrast with th^ attenuated 
and 'curved supporters of the la^cars and 
bullock-drivers beside them. The Artillery 
men were in high spirits, lau^^iing and 
jesting with eaph other, and eager for the 
spree, as they called it. Our countrymen^ 
in all parts of the world, are seldom back^ 
ward on an occasion of the kind; and in 
various of the asaaulta ito which they wer^ 
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led in the Peninsula, they betrayed a 
fearlessness and reckless disregard of oppos- 
ing danger — more than to match the 
brightest records of chivakous devotion 
handed down to us from the olden ages. 
But in India, their bearing, under such 
circumstances, has frequently shown itself m 
a wild, more daring and ungovernable 
rushing at 'the worst — ^a passionate desiw to 
grapple with it in utter disregard of «H 
human opposition. As if our countrymen, 
in their contempt of the natives, and in 
their believing them to be less d&an human, 
wished to exhibit themselves, to the Asiatics, 
as something m^ re : — and as ^' nee Deus 
intersit^^ in these degenerate, unpoetic days 
in our earthly broils and battles, they are 
contei^ to enact in Lidia, for the time 
being, the desperate dramatis personam of 
devHs inewnate. Walled in, and cooped 
together in a barrack ; checked there, and 
<!ontrouled at times, — next petted, and 
coarsely pampered, their spirits and seeming 
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Strength sinking beneath the cUmate^ while 
their passions and most excitable energies 
are the more irritated and hourly roused as 
their moral ones are deteriorating and 
decaying ; — ^loose these poor brave fellows 
from their years of confinement, and set 
them at the work for which they were 
designed, and are panting — if only to give 
them release fit>m barrack discipUne and con- 
finement, — and at once, like the bull-dog, 
fairly slipped at his victim, they dash at him 
with an instinctive fierceness and alacrity, 
incredible save to those who have witnessed 
their almost fiend-like or super-human 
efforts. Much may be attributed to their 
always having the post of honor among their 
native fellow soldiers, and to the feeling that 
it would be a stigma upon them to do no 
more than others under these inspiring dis- 
tinctions. Whatever the cause, one thing is 
certain, — that, whatever effect the climate 
may have on the constitution and power of 
the European soldier, — ^however it leave his 
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outward appearance emaciated and unnerved, 
— still there is a soul of vivacious and 
unconquerable superiority in the white man 
which no exile nor sickness can quench I 
Like the steel of his own daring weapons, 
the heat of Ae furnace may have blackened 
and defaced, nay reduced, the iron mass 
that originally gave it; yet it hath so steeled 
and tempered the residue, that though it 
bend beneath the blow it would inflict, it 
still cuts deeper and fiercer for its ordeaL 

To the right was now stationed the Light 
Company: on an order firom the Major, it 
filed off to the crest of the ravine, and 
extending its files there awaited the order 
for fiirther operations. 

. On the left was posted Captain Rust's 
Company and our young fiiend Ensign 
Rivers, and at the same time with the 
movement of the Light Company, it 
proceeded to the huts to the westward and 
occupied a position under cover of them 
before the little zenanah wicket we have 
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before mendoaed. The gun did not accom^ 
pany il^ but for the (Hresent was to remain 
with its companion to cover it while they 
were running it down to the main gate in 
the frmit tBce. Captain Oldboy with four 
companies, was steadily in line in front of 
the encampment, when the Major observing 
that the two companies on the flanks had 
taken up their necessary positions, and hear- 
ing from the rear of the fiirt a bi:^le-caU 
intended to apprise him, as ccmoerted, that 
His Majesty of Oude's troops had arranged 
themselves along the western jungle^ and on 
the river behind the rear fece of tibe fort,, he 
yode up to the Captain and told him to put 
his men in motion* He did the same to 
Lieutenant Topaz with the gun& There 
was no attempt at speechi^ng; he just 
pointed to the Fort and said to the Artillety 
men — " My lads^ youll do your duty f and 
then turning round to the Sepoys, exclaimed 
in Hindoofitanee-^'^ Now shew what the old 
juwan-ka-'puUcM is made oi^" (calling ihe Coq^ 
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bj its own fiuniliar soubriquet,) ^^ and let 
Hs teach iitese Rajcoomar rascab what the 
Company's Sepahees can da I" The order 
was given* By a simple evolution, the late 
line was converted into a dense column, 
and at once the division, guns and idl» 
leaving only about one hundred and fifty 
men under arms to act as a reserve, and 
remain in the camp, marched on briskly^ 
detouring a. little to the left, to avoid the 
head of the ravine in front and gain the 
road at once leading on to the gajte. There 
was an ev»ient busde now, and crowding, on 
the southern wall of the fort, — ^the smoke 
of Alt numerous lighted matches was slowly 
rising in the> momix^ air from the crest of 
the parapet, and the thick masses of the 
ffsmBoOi were plainly watching, these move- 
ments in breathless anticipation, but delaying 
their fire, and, as if intentionally, determined 
not to strike the fibrst blow^ " I hope the 
chaps wiU continue in this mind. Topaz," 
said the Major to the Lieutenant with the 
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leioding gun, and by whose side he was 
riding, as they now got within easy match- 
lock reach. ** If they will only be good- 
natured enou^ to dlow the muzzle of your 
gun to touch their gate timber before they 
open a fire on us, I think the first bark of 
your little fiiend there [will save them much 
trouble, by making something else open for 
us." 

. ** See they are waving us back. Major," 
said Topaz. 

** Let them signalise as much as they 
please. It must be somewhat more" said 
the Major, making a mock saJam, in reply 
to the numerous arms waving for him to 
retire, ^^ that must send us now methinks 
to the right about." 

**Be ready to deploy. Captain Oldboy," 
called out the Major, looking back at the 
advancing sepoy column. 

"We are all ready. Sir." 

Still they advanced, and there was 
evidently much stir on the, fort walls. The 
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endeavours of some one in authority were 
distinctly observed, — ^keeping quiet a few of 
the garrison who were pointing their pieces 
and anxious to commence firing. At length 
it appeared that the more eager and fiery 
among them carried the day, for in spite 
of prohibition, a few shots fell smartly 
among the leading files, and in a moment 
or two the whole front of the fort was 
peppering away in the unbroken urrhing 
sort of sound of a well-sustained file-fire. 
The Major's horse was the first to feel the 
effect: a ball struck it on- the mane and 
wounded the upper part of the neck. It 
reared immediately, and the good old man 
was fain to dismount and send his charger 
away to the rear, to the no small comfort 
and felicitation of the syce, who affected 
not this close quarter style of operations. 
They were by this time little more than 
sixty paces from the gate. The order wqs 
given for the sepoys to deploy, which they 
did admirably, and in less than a minute 
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they were In Une in favorable positioni^ 
and blazing away in good set style^ and 
not a little silencing the late heavy fire of 
the gentry on the walls. The second gun 
behind that of Topaz was now promptly 
placed in the centre of the line, and quick 
as ligfatningy its flashes were dartii^ firom 
it, and grape, cannister, and shrapnell were 
pouring fix>m its mouth, to the tune of 
fiome three or four rounds of each, while 
the leading six-pounder, admirably conducted 
by Topaz, and under cover of the fire, 
was £urly run into the commencement of 
the descent immediately leading to the gate. 
Here an unexpected obstacle opposed itself: 
^ — ^a deep ditch had been dug across the 
path, the preceding evening, nearly five feet 
wide, proportionably deep, and the oppo^te 
part of it well frised with pointed stake* 
The fire of the fort was redoubled at the 
moment: — three of the Europeans were 
tumbled over, and the garrison shouted in 
exultation ! Not a moment w^ to be lost. 
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The Major from the line saw the pause, and 
sent a company down to support the gun, 
but Topaz by this time had ordered the 
disengagement of some spare planks from 
the tumbril behind^ and, throwing them 
across the ditch, soon forced the gun with 
their aid beyond the obstruction, and 
getting into the descent, speedily ran it 
down the gate. While in that situation 
close under the wall, he was perfectly safe 
for the time from the efforts of the garrison. 
All this, however, had not occurred, until 
four more of the artillerymen, and at least 
a dozen of the lascars and covering sepoys 
had been added to the poor fellows who 
were stretched on the earth struggling in 
agony in front of the little ditch in ^ 
pathway. There were still hands enough 
to work the gun in its present snug situa^ 
tion, and bang went its smothered and 
suppressed report against the timbers of th^ 
entrance. From the position of the troops 
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nothing could be deen but a mass of dense 
white smoke now enveloping the gateway ; 
— ^loud pealed another discharge, the louder 
always for being confined and straitened in 
its operation. A third report — the Grena- 
diers were already in columns of sub- 
divisions ready to bound forward. A fourth 
peal firom the gun, and a crash, and a loud 
hurra and shout from the party working it! 
The sepoys dashed on, heedless of the 
tenfold encreased angry fire of the now 
desperate combatants on the walls! All 
seemed our own, but the troops had a Uttle 
yet to get over, ere they could profit by 
the gateway being battered and burst open. 
The garrison had not only implanted hi^ 
trunks of trees in the earth behind the 
planking of the gates, but had stockaded 
the whole, in rear of the entrance, so that 
a new difficulty arose, and the few who 
crept in through the splintered opeoing 
were fain to withdraw again firom the heavy 
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fire kept up by feHows on mauchemns along 
the stockading, and vreXt the commg up of 
bamboo ladders from the rest. 

In the mean time the little detachment 
to the left had boldly left its covert of the 
huts; and the moment the second gun could 
be spared from its olBSce of protecting and 
eo^emig the first advance of the other, 
they had moved it to the westward, and 
run it to the small wicket there described^ 
and applying the muzzle and plank to it, 
the second discharge laid open the wicket^ 
but the wicket only, not larger than the 
same small low description of durwan's 
entrance observable in the gates of our 
fashionable Calcutta edifices. The gun was 
here under a serjeant, and the whole by 
this time commanded only by young Rivers, 
for his Captain had been shot through 
the shoulder in the advance to the walL 
The men from the bastion were firing down 
sharply on the clustering group of assmlants 
gathering around the wicket Rivers placed 
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a diviaon to the left •: ke^p down their 
fire for a few momtots, while his men one 
by one could creep into the scanty opening 
made for theln. An Artillery-man led the 
way: He was knocked ov^r the instant he 
entered. The Serjeant followed, and wad 
iserved the precise same. A Sepoy, who 
bent down and went after him, bit the 
dust, and another, and another met the 
isame fete. The space was cleared now 
between Rivers and the wicket, — ^he had 
been encouraging the entrance of these 
gallant, almost victimised, fellows,— he felt 
ashamed to call more forward — and while, 
vnth a stout and yet truly foreboding 
lieart, he prepared to stoop for his own 
admission though this seeming certain pass- 
age to death, he called out to the Subadar 
near him to bring in after him the men as 
quickly and instantaneously as possible. He 
bent down, — ^he placed his head and foot at 
ihe. same moment within the entrance — ^and 
a tluck pattering of shots whizzed hail-lik^ 
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i^bout him. He was untouched I He sprung*^ 
in with an exulting cry> and wave of hisi 
sabre — ^but the next instant' saw him stag-^ 
gering and falling to the earth-^a ball had 
passed through his thigh^ and' another had 
injured his other limb below the knee. A 
loud shout and fierce cries were heard at^ 
this juncture from the other part of attack. 
They had cleared the obstacle it- WW 
evident, and the fire immediately at hand 
ceased for a brief space. Men poured in (tt 
this momentary pause thouj^ the wicket,—^ 
wad there befbre them, on a raised platform 
or mnckaunj directly in front of the 
entranee, was the cause of the late slaugh-^ 
ter, — an old man and half a dozen or' more 
of the garrison on the platform, while others 
beneath were handing them loaded match- 
locks. At the entrance of the sepoys the 
companions of the aged combatant endea^ 
voured to escape by a loose plank connect-^ 
ing the muchaun with an open window of a 
pucka building behind it. The assailants 
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observed their esoqpe, and rnshing forward^ 
ioon disposed of the few below the platform^ 
and with the 'halberds of the Hadldard 
displaced the loose plank, which had served 
the fogitives for a bridge of present • safety* 
The old man still remained on the 
eminmtice, and taking up coolly^ one by 
one, the matchlocks which had been left 
behind, was aiming such as he found 
loaded, with fisital precision on the Sepoys 
below him* * Masf — ^mari ^marr exclaimed 
Ae infiiriated assaikmta ^ Ag hgcm^ cried 
an ancient Naik, and at once firing some 
straw with one of their muskets, they 
api^ed it to the combustible and frail 
material formii^ the scaffidding in which 
the murderous oki EaUedar (fi>r sueh he 
was) was himself tiger-like at bay, stiU 
deali]^ wounds and death around him. The 
sepoys were almost to a man, too hurried 
and excited to load their own pieces, — all 
were pressing forward as the fire quickly 
ascended the uprights of the platform, to 
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secure, and impinge their victim on ^eir 
bayonets, immediately bis fast^failing tene-^ 
ment and retreat were brought to the earths 
The fire em4ed up around the very person 
of the poor old devoted rebel — ^his white 
beard was ffingiug in the flame ;-^at once, 
seizing a sword, he sprang downward on a 
small opening among his destroyers, where 
fewer bayonets seemed to bristle beneath 
him. It was from an height of fifteen feet : 
— ^no wonder he ajighted not upon his feet, 
and before he could regain them, at least 
half a dozen bayonets were pinning him 
fiercely to the earth. In vain he struggled 
or wounded those nearest him. — The Major 
who entered the wicket at that fearfiU 
moment (having silenced all exposition at 
the main-gate) saw his arch-enemy here 
writhing beneath the steel of his many 
opponents. One of them was removing his 
bayonet for the purpose of imbedding it 
again, more effectually, in some more vital 
part, but the weapon was too firmly fixed ^ 
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it would not quit its hold. The soldier 
had placed his foot against his victim, at 
that moment engaged with some other 
tonnentor, to assist in forcing out the steeL 
The Major shrieked out to him to desist^ 
r^the bleeding Ensign Rivers, too, was 
dra^^ing himself forward on the earth likc^ 
a wounded snake, to endeavour, if possible, 
to save, or rather to protect the last 
moments of the Killedar,— but th^ sepoy 
bad now loosened his musket by disen- 
gaging it from the bayonet, which he left 
buried in the breast of the struggling 
wretch, and was savagely reversing his fire- 
lock to beat in the brow of his victim^ 
when the old Major rushed forward, and 
with his aged yet nervous hand and sword-r 
hilt, struck down the sepoy to the dust 
The Killedar saw the merciful act,— his eye 
caught, too, the approach, under a similar 
kindly intention, of the wounded Ensign. 
His sword fell from his grasp — ^his eye, late 
glaruig with the ire of a stricken tiger,-^hia 
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brow, late speaking but death, and dark 
defiance, suddenly sank into the soft beseem-* 
ing of gratefidness, and of betokened kind<- 
ness and feeling. His hand pointed to the 
open lattice of the pukha zenanah above, 
and his lips faltered the faint beseeching 
prayer * jMcAao '-^save my family. He heard 
the brief — ^^ I will, I wiir of his enemy, — 
and at once an almost happy and benign 
smile lightened up the features of the dying 
man* He lifted his band as if to ialaam 
his thanks ; but the hand itself sank in the 
motion undirected, unbidden and lifeless on 
his brow, for his spirit at that moment had 
parted for ever !* 

* We are not quite satisfied at here closing the tale. But 
we are somewhat in the secret : — and are happy to he ahle 
to add, in farther elucidation of these events, which may 
not he the less interesting for heing mainly founded on 
fact, that the family of the old Killeedar were protected, 
that Ensign Crump did not in the affray get the broken 
head so pleasantly anticipated for him by Lieut. Topaz ; 
but that Ensign Riven* wounds were found so slow to 
heal, that he was sent the following year to England, 
where he completely recovered. He married his cousin 
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CUtb, and what it ttill better, saoceeded to eonaideimUe 
property, resigned the lerrice, and ia now enjoying 
himself in his natire coanty of Somersetshire, and is as 
happy, be writes word to bis old Corps, as bis beat 
friends conld wish him* 
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matioD, acceptable to readers of varied tastes, even though quite unconnected with manu- 
factures and trade. We recommend every reader to peruse attentively this meritorious 
compilation. — ^We finally recommend these volumes of Mr. BischofTs to the careful con- 
sideration of an those interested in the sulijects of which they treaL"— Timbs. 



A COMPBEHENSIVE HISTOEY OF THE IBON TBADE, 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, 

From the earUest Records to the present Time. With an Appendix, containing Official 

Tables, and other public Documents. 

By HARRY SCRIVENOR, Esq., Blaenavon. 

In One Volume Demy 8vo. Price 15s. cloth. 

** Mr. Scrivener's History is written with elaborate research and anxious care, and goes 

into and exhausts the entire subject; it contains numerous facts fuU of interest to common 

readers."— Tait's Magazinb. 

In Post Octavo, Price ^. bound. 
NARRATIVE OF A RESIDENCE ON 

THE MOSQUITO SHOEE, 

During the Years 1839, ISiO, and 1841 ; 

Describing the Native Tribes, Climate, Natural Productions, &c. &c. &c with some 
account of the British Settlement at Black River; the Islands of Bonacca, and Roatan, the 
Port of Truxilio ; and of the Trade with the Central Americans. 

By THOMAS YOUNG, Esq. 

lUustrated by Engravings. 

" This volume may be considered as conveying the best and latest information. The 
author appears throughout the Narrative to speak with truth and candour." — Lit. Gaz. 

** Everything is told with the freshness of an ardent temperament delighted with the 
novelty of the position in which he is thrown, and the beauties of nature which surround 
him."— Wbbklt Chroniclb. 



Royal 8vo., Price 1/. its. 6cf. doth. 

THE BEITISH MEKCHMT'S ASSISTANT. 

Containing 
PART I.— Tables of Simple Interest at 3, ^, 4, 4§, and 5 per cent. 
PART II.— Tables showing the Interest on Exchequer Bills at IJrf., l|rf., 2d,, ^d,, 2§., 

3rf., '^d., and 3§rf. per cent, per diem. 
PART IJI.— Tables for Ascertaining the Value of every description of English and Foreign 
Stock. — Also the Amount of Brokerage, Commission, Freight, Marine, and 
other Insurance, at every rate per cent., &c. &c. &c. 
By G. GREEN. 
Each of the above Three Parts is sold separately. 
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A FAMILIAR EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE, ADVANTAGES, AND IMPORTANCE OP 

ASSUEANCES UPON LIVES, 

And the various Purposes to which they may be usefully Applied : including also a par- 
ticular Account of the routine required for Effecting a Policy; and of the different systems 
of Life Assurance now in use, the Principles, Terms, and Tables of Seventy London 
Assurance Offices, &c. 

By LEWIS POCOCK, F.S.A. 

In Post 8vo., Price 7s. cloth. 

"There are no technicalities in Mr. Pocock*s work to prevent its being usefhl to all; 
and those, therefore, who are likely to have recourse to Life Insurance will do wisely in 
consulting this familiar explanation of its nature and advantages." — Globe. 



New Edition, demy Svo., price 12s. cloth. Revised throughout, with many additions and 
corrections, by the Author, and illustrated with Plates. 

THE NATUBE AND PEOPERTIES OF THE SUGAE CANE; 

With Practical Directions for the Improvement of its Culture, 
and the Manufacture of its Products. 

To which is added an additional Chapter on the Manufacture of Sugar from Beet-root. 

By GEORGE RICHARDSON PORTER, F.R.S., 

Corresponding Member of the Institute of France. 

By the same Author, 
In Demy 8vo., with 45 Botanical Plates, Price 2l6. 

THE TEOPICAL AGEICULTUEIST : 

A Practical Treatise on the Cultivation and Management of various Produoions suited to 
Tropical Chmates, and capable of advantageous production in our Colonies, &c. 
« These two valuable volumes open to colonial residents such a mine of hitherto concealed 
wealth, that every proprietor, emigrant, or person interested in the success of an emigrant 
friend, ought to procure a copy as their surest guide to fortune.** — Scotsman. 



Price 6s. bound in cloth. 

CLEMENT'S CUSTOMS GUIDE. 

Revised and Corrected up to the time of the closing of the last Session of Parliament. 
Also, price 2s. cloth. 

CLEMENT'S CUSTOMS POCKET MANUAL. 

Made up to the same period. 



Price 2s. 6d. bound in doth. 

CEOSBY PLACE, 

Described in a Lecture on its Antiquities and Reminiscences delivered in the Great Hall 
on the evening of Friday, August 5th, 1842. 

By the Rby. CHARLES MACKENZIE, A.M., 

Vicar of SI. Helen's, Bishopsgate, and Head Master of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, 

St. Olave's, Southwark. 
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MADEIRA, LISBON, &c. 

THE INVALID'S GUIDE TO MADEIRA; 

With a Descriptkm of Teneriffe, Lisbon, Cintra, and Mafra, and a Vocabulary of the 
Portugoese and English Languages. 

By WILLIAM WHITE COOPER, M.R.C.S., Sargeon to the Hon. Artillery Company. 

In 1 VoL, fcp. 8vo., Price is. cloth gilt. 
''There has recently been published a small work by Mr. Cooper, which may be con- 
salted with advantage."— Sir James Clark on Climate, 



MEDICAL GUIDE FOB MOTHEES, 

In Pregnancy, Accouchement, Suckling, Weaning, &c., and in most of the important 

Diseases of Children. 

Second Edition, enlarged. 

By J. R. HANCORN, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, &c. 

Foolscap 8vo., Price 5s. cloth. 

An Abridged Edition, just published, Price Is. 



raiotits (ff Ibara!) f)ttcimfB, tioin §An. <SfII(0. 

Author of <<The Women of Eng^d," &c 

PICTUBES OF PRIVATE LIFE; 

First Sbribs, 
Containing "An Apology for Fiction;" "The Hall and the Cottage j" "Ellen Eskdale;" 
"The Curate's Widow;" and "Marriage as it may be." 

Uniform with the above, the Second Series, comprising 
" MZSAlTTAltOPT,*' Aira ^TBB PAZVS OF PABAaZVO.** 

The Third Series, contains a highly interesting narrative, under the title of 

^ PRBTBM-SZOM-i 

OR, THE FALLACIES OF FEMALE EDUCATION." 

The Volumes may be purchased separately, each 

Beautifully illustrated. Price 7s. 6d., cloth extra; or 10s. 6d. elegantly bound in morocco. 

<*The aim of the writer is evidently to instruct as well as amuse, by offering these 
admirable sketches as beacons to warn the young, especiadiy of her own sex, against the 
errors which have shipwrecked the happiness of so many." — Gentleman's Magazine. 



THE PEOaEESS OF CEEATION, 

CONSIDERED WITH REFERENCE TO THE 

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE EARTH. 

An interesting and useful work for young People. 

By MARY ROBERTS, Author of "Annals of My Village," &c. &c. 

In smaU 8vo., beautifully illustrated, Price 7s. in fancy doth. 

"We have seldom met with a work, in which instr^jiction and entertainment are more 
happily blended."— Times. 

" This beautiful vdume forms an instructive collection of striking facts, interq>ersed 
with amiable reflections." — Spectator. 
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A RATIONAL AND COMPLETE SYSTEM OF DRAWING. 

Just Published, in Demy 8vo., with Dlustrations. 

THE SCIENCE OF DBAWING SIMPLIFIED; 

OR, TS« ELBMEIITS OF FORM ACCURATELY DEMONSTRATED BY MODELS. 

By WATERHOUSE HAWKINS, Esq. 

The Book and complete series of Modds are contained in a portU)le cabinet box, bound 
as a library volume, Price 2 Guineas. 

<*The great utility of models in teaching Drawing by conveying that perfect knowledge 
of perspective hitheito so difficult to comprehend, yet so necessary to attain, is now 
proved beyond doubt. Pupils, young or old, taught on this admiri^le system are enabled 
to draw firom nature with all that fidelity and pleasing effect which characterized the old 
masters and the most talented of the modem school ; gifts hitherto attained by a limited 
few after years of persevering and most anxious study. We cannot, therefore, too forcibly 
recommend this excellent system to all desirous of attaining a thorough laiowledge of 
this valuable accomplishment." — London Review. 

In <iemy 8vo., Price 7s. 

SUGGESTIONS FOE THE IMPEOVEMENT OF OUE TOWNS 

AND HOUSES. 
By T. J. MASLEN, Esq. 

"Every landed proprietor, arohitect, bottse4)uilder, and landlord, ought to posses a 
copy of this excellent work, and to study its valuable contents before planning the structure 
of a new building, however small or extensive." — London Review. 



AN INQUIRY INTO THE 

CAUSES AND MODES OF THE WEALTH OF INDIVIDUALS ; 

OR, THE PRINCIPLES OF TRADE AND SPECULATION 

explained. 

By THOMAS C(MIBET, Esq. 

Post Svo., Price 6s., cloth. 

** Mr. Corbet deserves our best thahks for laying down so clearly and methodically his 
ideas on a subject of such vast importance."~NEW Monthly Magazine. 

OUTLINES OF NAVAL EOUTINE; 

Being a Concise and Complete Manual in Fitting, Re-fitting, Quartering, Stationing, 

making and shortening Safl, Heaving down. Rigging Shears, and, in short, performing dl 

the ordinary duties of a Man-of-War, according to the best practice. 

By Ueutenant ALEXANDER D. FORDYCE, R.N. 

In Royal 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. boards. 



THE LAST OF THE PLANTAGENETS : 

An Historical Narrative, illustrating some of the Pidtlic Events and Domestic and 

Ecclesiastical Manners of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries. 

Third Edition, in 1 Vol. fcp. 8vo., Price 7s. 6d. cloth boards. 

'* This is a work that must make its way into a permanent place in our literature. The 

qufeintness of its Imguage, the touching siii4)licity of its descriptions and dialogues, and 

the reverential spirit of love which breatties through it, will insure it a welcome reception 

amongst all readers of refined taste and discernment." — ^Atlas. 
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ORESHAM PRIZE ESSAYS. 
ESSA-TON THE 

LIFE AND INSTITUTIONS OF OFFA, KING OF MEBCIA, 

AD. 755—794. 
By the Ret. HENRY MACKENZIE, M.A 

In 8vo., Price 38. 6d. in doth, gQt leaves. 

"A very scholarly composition, displaying much research and information respecting 
the Anglo-Saxon institutions."— Spkctator. 

Prize Essay, 1840. 

THE OBLIGATIONS OF LITEBATUBE 

TO THE 

MOTHEBS OF ENGLAND. 

By CAROLINE A. HALSTED. 

In 1 Volome Post 8vo., Price 5s., neatly bound in doth. 

"The object of the writer has been to show the services rendered by the mothers of 
England to religion and the state, and to science and learning generally; and the examples 
adduced dbplay considerable knowledge and research, and are always happily selected and 
placed in the most attractive point of view."~BaiTAiiif ia. 



THE LIFE OF MAE6AEET BEAUFOBT, 

COUNTESS OF RICHMOND AND DERBY, 

AND MOTHER OF KINO HENRT THE SEVENTH, 

Foundress of Christ's and of St. John's College, Oxford; 

Being the Historical Memoir for which the Honorary Premium was awarded by the 
Directors of the Gresham Commemoration, Crosby Hall. 

By CAROLINE A. HALS^TED, Author of '< Investigation," &c. 

In 1 Vol. Demy 8vo., with a Portrait, Price i2s. 

<<This work cannot fail of success. The subject is deeply interesting, and has been 
hitherto almost unexplored. The style is chaste and corredi, and it has high claims to 
popularity wide and permanent. On many topics the authoress has accumulated some 
valuable historical details from sources which have not hitherto been consulted, and has 
thus compiled a work which, if not entitled to rank amongst the * curiosities of literature,' 
is at least one of the most interesting and instructive books of the season."— Atlas. 



INVESTIGATION; 

OR, TRAVELS IN THE BOUDOIR. 

By CAROUNE A. HALSTED, Author of «The Life of Margaret Beaufort," &c &c. 

Small 8vo., with highly-finished Plates, 7s. in embossed cloth. 

This is an elegantly-written and highly-instructive work for young people, in which a 
general knowledge of various interesting topics, connected with every-day life, is presented 
to the youthful mind in an attractive and amusing form. 
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STANFIELD'S COAST SCENEEY; 

COMPRISING 

A SERIES OF 40 PICTURESQUE VIEWS IN THE BRITISH CHANNEL. 

From Original Drawings taken expressly for this publication, 

By CLARKSON STANFIELD, Esq., R.A. 

This work is published in super-royal 8vo., containing beautifully-finished Line En- 
gravings, by the most eminent Artists, accompanied by highly interesting topographical 
descriptions, forming altogether one of the most splendid works of the kind which has 
ever appeared, and may now be had, done up in appropriate and elegant morocco binding. 
Price 32s. 6d. 

*' It seems almost a sin against patriotism, as well as good taste, not to possess oneself 
of a work so peculiarly national, and so exceedingly beautiful." — Metropolitan. 

''Amidst the unnumbered embellishments for the drawing-room table, or the portfolio, 
which are now brought within the reach of every one, the difficulty is to know what is 
the most worthy of our choice. As directors, though in humble sphere, of the public 
taste, we would wish, as opportunity offers, to point out those works of art which deserve 
peculiarly the public patronage. With this feeling we introduce the work now before us, 
assured that the admirers of coast scenery — and who is not? — will be gratified with these 
exquisite engravings of subjects taken from both sides of the British Channel." 

HAMPSHiaB Independent. 



THE BYEON GALLERY: 

A series of 36 Historical Embellishments to illustrate the Poetical Works of Lord Byron; 
beautifully engraved from Drawings and Paintings by the most celebrated Artists, and 
adapted by their size and excellence to bind up with and embellish every edition published 
in En^and of Lobd Btron's Wores, and also the various sizes and editions published 
in France, Germany, and America ; ample directions being given for placing them in the 
respective editions. Elegantly bound in morocco. Price 1/. 15s., forming a splendid 
Ornament for the Drawing-Room Table. 

"Adequately to describe the delicate beauty of these splendid plates does not appear to 
lie within the power of language. There is not an admirer of the works of the departed 
noble poet who can feel satisfied that he has a perfect edition of them, unless the ' Byron 
Gallery ' be attached to it. There is no instance in which excellence in poetry and the 
arts are so admirably combined." — Imperial Magazine. 

In a neat Portfolio, containing 5 Engravings, 15 inches by 10, with Descriptive Letterpress, 

IBelitcatelr, is f^ttmmim, to f^er idafestfi* 
THE OEIENTAL POETFOLIO: 

Being a Series of Illustrations of the Scenery, Antiquities, Architecture, Manners, Cos- 
tumes, &c. of the East. From original Sketches in the collections of Lord William 
Bentinck, K.C.B., Captain R. M. Grindlay, Lady WUmot Horton, Sir Henry Willock, 
K.L.S., Thomas Bacon, Esq., James Baillie Fraser, Esq., and other travellers. The 
Literary department of the work under the superintendence of Horace H. Wilson, Esq., 
MJl. F.R.S. &c. &c. In Parts, Price 1/. Is. each. 

The object of this undertaking is to supply what has long been felt to be a desideratum ; 
namely. Graphic Illustrations of the Scenery, Antiquities, Architecture, Manners, Cos- 
tumes, &c. of the East, which, as the theatre of so many brilliant military achievements, 
and such extensive commercial enterprize, is daily increasing in interest with the 
British Public. 

The Drawings for the Work are made by the first Artists in the Kingdom, from the 
original sketches, taken on the spot. 
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*^* In order to secure to science the full advantage of Discoveries in Natural 
History, the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty* s Treasury have been pleaded to 
make a liberal grant of money towards defraying part of the expenses of the fol- 
lowing important publications. They have, in consequence, been undertaken 
on a scale worthy of the high patronage thu^ received, and are offered to the public 
at a much lower price than would otherwise have been possible, 

1. 

By the Aathority of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
Now Publishing in Royal Quarto Parts, Price 10s. each, with beautifully Coloured 

Plates. 

THE ZOOLOGY OF THE YOYAGE OF H.M.S. SULPHUB, 

Under the Command of 
CAPTAIN SIR EDWARD BELCHER, R.N., C.B., F.R.G.S., &c. 

Edited and Superintended by RICHARD BRINSLEY HINDS, Esq., 
Surgeon, R.N., attached to the Expedition. 

The extensive and protracted Voyage of Her Majesty's Ship " Sulphur," having been produc- 
tive of many new and valuable additions to Natural History, a number of which are of con- 
siderable scientific interest, it has been determined to publish them in a collected form, with 
illustrations of such as are hitherto new or unfigured. The collection has been assembled 
from a variety of countries, embraced within the limits of a voyage prosecuted along the 
shores of North and South America, among the Islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
and in the circumnavigation of the globe. In many of these, no doubt, the industry 
and research of previous navigators may have left no very prominent objects unobserved, 
yet in others there will for some time remain abundant scope for the NatwaUst. Among 
(he countries visited by the " Sulphur," and which in the present state of science are 
invested with more particular interest, may be mentioned the Califomias, Columbia River, 
the Northwest coast of America, the Fecjce Group (a portion of the ftiendly Islands,) 
New Zealand, New Ireland, New Guinea, China, and Madagascar. 

Animated by a devotion to science, the following gentlemen harve liberally engaged to 
undertake those departments with which each respectively is best ac<|uaiBted. The 
Mammalia will thus be described by Mr. J. E. Gray ; Birds, by Mr. Gould; Fish, by Dr. 
Richardson ; Crustacea, by Mr. Bell; Shells, by Mr. Hinds; Radiata, by Mr. J. E. Gray. 

PLAN OF PUBLICATION. 

I. The work will extend to about Twelve Parts, one df whidi will appear on the 1st 
of every third month. 

II. The Parts will be published at the uniform price of Ten Shillings, and it is in- 
tended that each department shall, as far as possible, be complete in itself. 

*/ Three Parts of this Work are now published, Parts 1 and 2 containing Mammalia, by 
Mr. J. E. Gray, and Part 3, Birds, by Afr. Gould. 

2. 

In Royal ito. Parts, Price 10s. and 12s. each, containing on an average Ten i)eautifully 
Coloured Engravings, with descriptive Letterpress, 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF 

THE ZOOLOGY OF SOUTH AFEICA: 

Comprising Figures of all the new species of Quadrupeds, Birds, Reptiles, and Fishes, 
obtained during the Expedition fitted out by " The Cape of Good Hope Assoctatian for 
exploring Central Africa," in the years 1834, 1835, and 1836, with Letterpress DesoriiH 
tions, and a Summary of African Zoology. 

By ANDREW SMITH, M.D., Surgeon to the Forces, and Dh^ctor of the Expedition. 

*** The whole of the Plates are engraved in the highest style of Art, from the Original 
Drawings taken expressly for this work, and beautifully coloured after Nature. 

19 Parts are now published. 
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Uniform with the preceding. 

THE ZOOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE OF H.M.S. BEAGLE, 

UNDER THE COMMAND OF CAPTAIN FITZROY, R.N. 

DURING THE YEARS 183t to 1836. 

Edited and superintended by CHARLES DARWIN, Esq., M.A. F.R.S. Sec. G.S. 

Naturalist to the Expedition. 

Comprising tiigUy-finisbed representations of the most novel and interesting objects in 

Natural History, collected during the voyage of the Beagle, with descriptive Letterpress, 

and a general Sketch of the Zoology of the Southern Fart of South America. 

Figures are given of many species of animals hitherto unknown or but imperfectly 
described, together with «i account of their habits, ranges, and places of habitation. 

The collections were chiefly made in the provinces bordering on the Rio Plata, in 
Patagonia, the Falkkmd Islands, Tierra del Fuego, Chifi, and the Gdapagos Archipelago 
in the Pacific. 

THIS WORK IS NOW COMPLETE, 

And may be had in sewed Parts, Price 8/. 15^., or in half russia or cloth binding, at a small 

addition to the price. 



Nos. 1, 7, 8, and 13. 

FOSSHL MAMMALLi. 

By Riehard Owen, Esq., F.R.S.» 

Professor of Anatomy and Physiology to 

the Royal College of Surgeons, London. 

With a Geological Introduction, 
By Charles Darwin, Esq., MA., F.R.S. 

This Division of the Work complete, 
Price U IQa. 



Nos. a, 6, 9, il^and 15. 

BIRDS. 

By John Goidd, Esq., F.L.S. 

With a Notice of their Habits & Ranges, 

By Charles Darwin, Esq., M.A., F.R.S. 

This Division of the Work complete. 
Price 2/. 15s. 

Nos. 12, 14, 16, and 17. 



Nos. 2, i, 5, and 10. 

MAMMALU. 

By George R. Waterhoose, Esq., 

Curator of the Zoological Society of 

London, &c. 

This Division of the Work complete, 
Price 1/. 18s. 



By the Rev. Leonard Jenyns, MA., F.R.S. 

This Division of the Work complete. 
Price 1/. 14. 



No. 18, 19. 
REPTILES. 

By Thomas Bell, Esq., F.R.S.,F.L.S.,&c. 

This Division of the Work complete. 
Price 18s, 



WITH THE APPROVAL OP THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OP HER 
MAJESrY»S TREASURY, 

GEOLOGICAL OBSEEVATIONS 

MADE DURING THE VOYAGE OF HEB MAJESTY'S SHIP BEAGLE, 

Under the Command of Capta^ FitiRoy, R J$. 

Part I.— (Just Puklisbbd) ON CORAL FORMATIONS. 

By CHARLES DARWIN, 9f.A., F.R.S., Sec. GwS., &c. 

Demy 8vo., Illustrated with Plates and Wood-cuts, Price 15s. bound in cloth. 

Preparing for Publication, 

Part II.— ON THE VOLCANIC ISLANDS OP THE ATLANTIC AND 

PACIFIC OCEANS, 
Together with a brief Notice of the Geology of the Cape of Good Hope and of part of 

Australia. 

Part in.--ON THE GEOLOGY OF SOUTH AMERICA. 
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THE ONLY COMPLETE AND UNIFORM EDITION OF THE WORKS OF 
SIR HUMPHRY DAVY. 

THE LIFE AND COLLECTED 

¥OBKS OF SIB HUMPHEY DAVY, BAET. 

FOKBIOir AStOCIATB OV THB IVSTITDTB OF FBABCB* ftc 

Edited by his Brother, JOHN DAVY, M.D. F.R.S. 
Now complete, in 9 Vols, post 8vo., Price lOs. 6d. each, in doth binding. 

Contents of t(e Voluntefl;— iolU se^aratelff. 

VOL. I. 

THE LIFE OF SIR H. DAVY, WITH A PORTRAIT. 

** This biography is admirably written — correct details, foil of instmction, and amnsing 
throoghoat."— London Rkvikw. 

VOL. II. 

THE WHOLE OF Sir H.DAVY'S EARLY MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, 

From 1799 to 1805 ; 

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, AND OUTLINES OP LECTURES ON 

CHEMISTRY DELIVERED IN 1802 AND 1804. 

VOL. III. 

RESEARCHES ON NITROUS OXIDE, 

AND THB COMBINATION OF OXYGEN AND AZOTE; AND ON THE RESPI< 

RATION OF NITROUS OXIDE AND OTHER GASES. 

VOL. IV. 

ELEMENTS OF CHEMICAL PHILOSOPHY. 

WITH TWILTB PLATES OF CBIMICAL APPARATUS. 
VOLS. V. AND VI. 

BAKERIAN LECTURES, 

AND OTHER PAPERS IN PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS, AND JOURNAL 

OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTION. With humirous Enobatimgs. 

VOLS. VII. AND VIII. 

ELEMENTS OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY. 

DISCOURSES DELIVERED BEFORE THE ROYAL SOCIETY, MISCELLANEOUS 

LECTURES, AND EXTRACTS FROM LECTURES. With mamt Platbs. 

VOL. IX. 
SALMONIA, AND CONSOLATION IN TRAVEL. 

%* This new and oniform editiop of the Writm^ of Sir Humphry Davy embraces the 
whole of his Works, during the space of thirty years (1799 to 1829), a period memo- 
rable in the History of Chemistry, and made so, in no small degree, by his own Discoveries. 
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EESEAECHES, PHYSIOLOaiCAL AND ANATOMICAL. 

By JOHN DAVY, M.D., F.R.S8. L. & E., &c. 

Illustrated by numerous Engravings. 

The principal subjects treated of are Animal Electricity; — Animal Heat; — the Tem- 
perature of different Animals; — Pneumothorax in connexion with the Absorption of 
Gases by Serous and Mucous Membranes ; — the Properties of the Blood in Health and 
Disease ; — the Properties of different Animal Textures ;— the Putrefactive Process;— the 
Preservation of Anatomical Preparations ; — the Effects of the Poison of certain Serpents; 
— ^the Structure of the Heart of Batrachian Animals, &c. &c. 

In 2 Vols. 8vo., Price 30s. bound in doth. 

"The subjects treated by the author are extremely numerous and interesting; several 
new facts in the physiology of animals are brought forward, and some curious and in- 
structive experiments are explained and illustrated with remarkable felicity." 

Monthly Chroniglb. 

''This work is written with a clearness and simplicity which renders its scientific 
detaib readily comprehensible." — Herald. 



In Royal 8vo., Price 2/. 2s. 

TEANSACTIONS OF THE METEOBOLOGICAL SOCIETr 

OF LONDON. 

Illustrated by a Synoptical Chart and numerous Diagrams. 

The first paper in the volume, entitled 
DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. ON LAND 

OR AT SEA, 

By R. C. WOODS, Esq. 

May be purchased separately. Price 2s. 6d. 



mu^T©mr^g ■spis^'^s^Eflg, ib3I(§)©is^3?3II'2', ig'^cSo 



A mSTOET OF UPPEE AND LOWM CALIFOBNIA, 

From their first Discovery to the Present Time ; comprising an Account of the Climate, 
Soil, Natural Productions, Agriculture, Commerce, &c. ; a full View of the Missionary 
Establishments, and condition of the Free and Domesticated Indians. 

By ALEXANDER FORBES, Esq. 

With an Appendix relating to Steam Navigation in the Pacific. 

In 1 Volume, demy 8vo., with a New Map by Arrowsmith, Plans of the Harbour, and 
numerous Engravings, Price lis. 

'* This is a very interesting and important work, and will make the public well ac- 
quainted with an extensive country known to Europe nearly three hundred years, yet its 
history, till the appearance of this volume, has been nearly a blank." — ^Sunday Times. 

«& — 
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CHINA OPENED; 



Or, a Display of the Topography, History, Cnslonis, Manners, Arts, Manofactores, Com- 
merce, Literature, Religion, Jurispnidence, &c. of the Chinese Empire. 

By the Rev. CHARLES GUTZLAFF. Revised by the Rev. Andrew Rbbd, D.D. 

In S Vols., Post 8VO.9 with a New Map of the Chinese Empire, Price 1/. is, doth boards. 

''We obtain torn these volomes more information of a practice kind than from any 
otker publicatioik ; a closer view of the Domestic life of the Chinese — of the public 
institutions — the manufactures — natural resources — and literature. The work in fact is 
ftin of information, gathered with diligence, and fairly )eaves the Eng^h reader without 
any excuse for ignorance on the snfcjeel." — Atlas. 

«This is by for the inost interesting, complete, and valuable account of the Chinese 
Empire that has yet been published." — Sun. 

Also by the same Author, 
A HISTORY OF 

THE CHINESE EMPIEE, ANCIENT AND MODEBN. 

Comprising a Retrospect of the Foreign Intercourse and Trade with China. 

Illustrated by a New and Corrected Map of the Empire. 

In 2 Vols., demy Svo. bds., Price 28s. 

''We cordiaBy recommend this ezceedin^y interesting account of this very fnterestbig 
country." — London Rbvibw. 

" Mr. GutzlafT has evidently combined industry with talent in producing this work, 
which far exceeds in inflDrmation, research, and apparent veracity, any thing we have 
before seen concerning this curious and singular nation." — London News. 



A NABBATIVB OF 

TWO EXPEDITIONS INTO THE INTEEIOB OF AUSTEALIA, 

Undertaken by Captain CHARLES STCRT, of the 39th Regiment, by order of the 

Colonial Government to ascertain the Nature of the Country to the West and 

North-west of the Colony of New South Wales. 

Second Edition, 2 Volumes 8vo., Price 28s. illustrated with a large Map of Australia, by 
Arrowsmith ; Charts, Fossils, Landscapes, and beautifully coloured Plates of Rirds, &c 
" We heartily recommend these volumes to public notice. They are full of interest, 
well and modestly written, carefully iHustrated, and, on the whole, make us better ac- 
quainted with the interior of Australia and its native tribes, than any other work we have 
met with."— ATBBNiBUV. 



AIT ACCOUNT OF 

THE SETTLEMENTS OF THE NEW ZEALAND COMPANY, 

From Personal OJ>servation8> during a residenoe- there. 

By the Hon. HENRY WILLIAM PETRE. 

In Demy 8vo., with a Map and Hates. Fifth Edition. Price 3s. cloth. 

'^This is a valuable eentribution to our sousees of information respecting^ New Zealand, 

and the best proof of the Author's very fietvourable opinion of the countryy ia his BtaidBg 

immediate araangements to setum there as a Colonist." 
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NEW ZEAIAOT), SOUTH AUSTEALIA, AOT) MW SOUTH 

WALES: 

A Record of recent Travels in these Colonies, with especiri reference to Emigration, and 
tbe advantageous employment of Laboor and Capital. 

By R. O. JAMESON, Esq. 

Post 8vo., Price Ss. doth, with Maps and Plates. 

" Mr. Jameson is an intelligent and unprejudiced d)server, and has made good use of 
his faculties."^SP£CTATOR. 

In Bemy 8vo., price 3s. doth. 

The History <d the 

TRANSACTIONS, WARS, AND COMMERCE 

Carried on between 

EUSSIA AND CHINA, 

From Itie ^earliest period. With an Account of the ConqfueSt of Siberia, and of the 
present policy of the Russian and Chinese Governments. 

Translated from the Russian of G. F. Muller, and of P. S. Pallas, Historiographer 
and Counsellor of Russia. 

« Every line of this publication is a valu£d)le contribution to our acquaintance with 
matters of much commercial and national consequence, and of which we know far too 
little." Literary Gazette. 



A HISTORY OF THE 

EUSSIAN CAMPAiaN OF 1814 IN FBANCE. 

Translated from the Origfaial of A. MiEflAiLOFSK-DAii ilefskt, Aide^e-Camp and 
Private Seonetary of the late Emperor Alexander. 

filustrated by Plans of the Operations of the Army, and of the Seal of War. 

In 1 Vol. 8vo., Price lis. doth. 

<* A work of this descriptioD, which contributes new data for the Military History of the 
age, cannot fail of proving acceptable to the public. It is written by a well-known 
Russian Creneral ; and the details, we feel sure, are as correct as they are interesting." 

United Service Gazette. 

** AHhongh the military operaCions of the invasion of France have been before nar- 
rated by numerous eye-witnesses, still there is much new and InterestiBg maltet in the 
present history."»KAVAL and SbUTART Gazette. 
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THE JUVENILE MIS€ELLANY OF AMUSEMENT AND 
INSTEUCTION. 

Illustrated by numerous Plates and Wood Cula. 
Fodscap 8vo., Price 6s. doth. 
'*Fffled with flmusement and instruction as its tifle hidicates." CotmT JotWifAL. 



Digitized byCaOOQlC 






A YALUABLB AND IN8TRUCTIVB PRESENT FOR THE YOUNG. 

THE PABENT'S CABINET OF AMUSEMENT AND 
INSTEUCTION. 

In 6 neaUy bound Vols., Price 3s. 6d. each. 

Each vdame of this osefol and instracUve little work comprises a variety of infonnation 
on different subjects — Natural History, Biography, Travels, &c.; Tales, original and 
selected ; and animated Conversations on the objects that daily surround young people. 

The various tales and subjects are illustrated with Woodcuts. Each volume is complete 
in itself, and may be purchased separately. 

** Every parent at all interested in his children must have felt the difficulty of providing 
suitable reading for them in their hours of amusement. This little work presents these 
advantages in a considerable degree, as it contains just that description of reading which 
will be beneficial to young children.'' — Quarterly Journal of Education. 

By the same Author, 

LITTLE STOBIES FROM THE PABLOUB PEINTING-PBESS, 

Royal 18mo., Price 2s. 6d. neatly bound in cloth. 

"A very nice little book for chQdren. The author has evidently been famUiar with 
children, and brought himself to understand their feelings. No child's book that we have 
ever seen has been so admirably levelled at their capacities as this admirably written little 
book.**— Wkbklt Chronicle. 



THE EELIGIOUS HISTOBY OF MAN, 

In which Religion and Superstition are traced from their source. 

By D. MORISON. 
The Second Edition, enlarged. Foolscap 8vo., Price 6s. doth. 

How much the contents of this volume call for the careful investigation of every one 
in search of Truth, will appear from the following opinions selected from many. 

<*The intention of this book is not less admirable than the manner in which it is 
written. It is most instructive, and the tone of its contents is in the highest degree pious, 
without the least tinge of puritanism. The information it ^ves on the most difficult points 
of biblical reading render it a valuable book to all who desire true knowledge.** — ^Age. 

<* Curious, industrious, and learned, and well worthy the attention of the public.*' 

Literary Gazette. 

''The plan of this book was both extensive and important — embracing an inquiry into 
the nature of Revelation, and its influence on the opinions and customs of mankind ;** 
but "the writer uses Scripture as an interpreter,*' and "sticks to the literal text of the 
six days." — Spectator. 

PULPIT BECOLLECTIONS. 

Miscellaneous Sermons preached in the Parish Church of Stoke-upon-Trent, Staffordshire 

By the Rev. Sir WILLIAM DUNBAR, Bart., S.C.L. 

Late Curate of the above Parish. 

Demy 8vo., Price Ts. cloth. 

"The writer shows us what are the credentials of a Christian Ministry, by such zealous 
and sin^e-minded efforts as these, to save souls from death, far more convincingly than 
he would have done by the most elaborate efforts to demonstrate an apostolical succession. 
The sermons are practical as well as experimental in their tendencies, and extremely 
edifying.**— Watchman. 
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In 1 Vol., post 8vo., Price 8s. doth. 

THE CHETSTIAN'S SUNDAY COMPANION; 

Being Reflections in Prose and Verse on the Collect, Epistle and Gospel, and Proper 
Lessons for each Sanday; with a view to their immediate connection. 

By Mrs. J. A. SAR6ANT. 

*< We cordially recommend this volume as an acceptable present to be made to the 
heads of families, and also an admirable school book to be read on Sunday morning to 
scholars before proceeding to the Temple of God.'' — Church and Statb Gazette. 

" The whole production is eminently fitted to elevate the tone of religious feeling, to 
strengthen in the minds not only of the rising generation, but also of the older friends to 
our venerable ecclesiastical institution, sentiments of firm and fervent attachment to the 
pure faith and reformed worship established in this Protestant country, and for these 
reasons especially we reconmiend it to the perusal of our readers." — Norfolk Chron. 



THE EECTOBY OF VALEHEAD. 

Or, THE RECORDS OF A HOLY HOME. 

By the Rev. R. W. EVANS, M.A. 

TweUlh Edition, enlarged, with an illustrative Plate, Price 6s. neatly bound in doth ; 
or 9s. elegantly bound in morocco. 

'* Universally and cordially do we recommend this delightful volume. We believe no 
person could read this work and not be the better for its pious and touching lessons. It 
is a page taken from the book of life, and eloquent with all the instruction of an excellent 
pattern : it is a commentary on the aCTectionate warning, < Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.' We have not for some time seen a work we could so deservedly 
praise, or so conscientiously recommend.''~LiT£RART Gazette. 



In 1 Volume Post 8vo., Price 8s. 6d., neatly bound in cloth. 

A HISTOET OF THE CHUECH OF CHEIST, 

IN A COURSE OF LECTURES. 

By the Ret. CHARLES MACKENZIE, A.M., 

Vicar of St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, and Head Master of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, 

St. Olave's, Southwark. 

'< Although the author is able and earnest, he is not bigoted or intolerant." — Lit. Gaz. 

" It is but an octavo, yet within its conveniently compendious pages it contains a re- 
view carefully taken of the progress of the Church of Christ, through all the perils of 
persecution, dissent, and heresy, by which it has been tried as in a furnace, up to its con- 
firmed establishment in this country at the epoch of 1688."— Herald. 



THE FAMILY SANGTUAET: 

A FORM OF DOMESTIC DEVOTION FOR EVERY SABBATH IN THE YEAR ; 

CONTAININQ 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY ; A PORTION OF SCRIPTURE ; 
AN ORIGINAL PRAYER AND SERMON ; AND THE BENEDICTION. 
In 1 thick Vol., Demy 8vo., Price 15s. doth extra. 
**A very pious production, and well calculated for reading in religious families." 

Literary Gazette. 
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A BOOK FOR THE BEREAVED. 
In <me thick vol. Syo., price 158. 

MOBTAL LIFE ; 

AND THE STATE OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH ; 

Conronnable to Divine Revelation, as interpreted by the ablest Protestant Commentators, 
and consistent with the discoveries of science. 

By AI£XANI«R COHJkND, Esq. 

** The work will afford in perusal, to all sorrowing relations, the consolation and diver- 
sion of mind of the most congenial kind. It neither leads the thoughts to dwell painfully 
on one idea — that of loss — ^nor does it altogether withdraw the mind from its contempla- 
tion : an effort still more painful. The study of a work like this, on the contrary, while it 
gradually weans grief from its melancholy occupaUon, supplies it with the sweetest and 
most cheerful of all balm — the happy certainty of re-union, not after the lapse of vast ages 
of time, but of the instant term of mortal existence." — Theological Review. 



Foolscap Svo., Price 60. 

THE CHAPEL, THE CHUECH, AND THE MEETING-HOUSE, 

G>n8idered in their practh^ infloence on Individuals, Society, the Nation, and Rdigion. 
By EDWARD OSLER, Esq. 

**It would be impossible to find, in the whole range of our literature, a work so aAnira- 
bty suited to the present times as this invaluable little volume. The searching test to 
which the respective systems have been submitted is so complete and convincing, that the 
work ought to be studied by every Dissenter and Churchman in the Kingdom, particulariy 
at the present religious crisis."— Christiah RsTiinr. 

By the same Author, 
In 1 Vol. R<^al 8vo., Price 4«. doth boards. 

CHUECH AND XING. 

COMPRISING 

I. THE CHURCH AND DISSENT, CONSira»tia> IN THMR PRACTICAL INFLU- 

ENCE, shewing the Connexion of Constitutional Monarchy with the Church ; and 
the Identity of the Voluntary Principle with Democracy. 

II. THE CHURCH ESTABLISHED ON THE BIBLE; or, the Doctrines and Disdpline 

of the Church shewn in the Order and Connexion of the Yeariy Services appointed 
from the Scriptures. 

III. THE CATECHISM EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED. In Connexion with these 

appointed Services. 

IV. PSALMS AND HYMNS ON THE SERVICES AND RITES OF THE CHURCH. 



Just published, price 4s., the Sixth Edition of 

THE AUT0BI06BAPHY OF A DISSENTING MINISTEE. 

** Our own observation has shown us the truth of the statement put forth in this well- 
written exposure of the tyranny to which the greater portion of Dissenting Ministers are 
compelled to submit, and the evils which the destruction of the EstabUsbed Church would 
bring upon religion." — Court Journal. 

" We warmly recommend this most excellent work to public notice." — ^British Mag. 

** This volume is one which strikes us as being likely to make a considerable stir in the 
relig ous, high-church, and dissenting worid." — Literary Gazette. 

" Their mode of education at the Dissenting Colleges^ as they are pompously styled, is 
admirably shown up." — Edinburgh Etening Post. 
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THE LIFE ANB TEAVELS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL; 

Combining, with his eventful History, a Description of the past and present State of the 
various Cities and Countries visited by him in the oomrse of his ministry, and of the 
Manners and Customs of the People to whom he preached. Illustrated by a Map. 

"This is one of the most interesting works we ever read." — ^Edinburgh Journal. 

"This is an extremely interesting and instructive volume — one most likely to engage 
the youthful mind, and to be read with equal pleasure and profit. We can safely say, 
that a book of this description, more deserving of a wide popularity, has not lately been 
produced ; and we heartily wish it every success." — ^Literary Gazbttb. 



SCEIPTUEAL STUDIES: 

COMPRISING 

THE CREATION — THE CHRISTIAN SCHEME — THE INNER SENSE. 

By the Rev. WILLIAM HILL TUCKER, M.A., Fellow of King's CoHege, Cambridge. 

In 1 thick Vol., Demy 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. neatly bound in doth. 
" This is not a work for ordinary readers. The author thinks for himself; and so writes 
that his readers must think too, or they wiU not be able to understand him. — To the 
sacred volume, as a revelation from God, he pays uniform and entire deference — and the 
thoughtful and prayerful reader will soon find that he has not the thinkings of a common 
place mind before him." — ^Methodist Magazine. 



In 1 Vol. small Svo., Price Ts. doth boards. 

THE LIFE-BOOK OF A LABOUBEB. 

By a WORKING CLERGYMAN. 

Contents : — ^The King's Heart — ^Linksof the Past^Newnham Paddex and Mr. Blunt — 
The Grave of Byron — The late Lady Howe — A Fastidious Parish — Bishops and their 
Relatives — Lord Viscount Brome — M. J. J. — ^Laud's Church Yard — The Rough Clergyman 
—The Tennis Ball of Fortune— The Dying Request of the InDdel's Daughter— The Clergy- 
man Alchemist — What say you to a Ghost Story ? —Lady Huntingdon's resting Place — 
Amsby and Robert Hall — The Deserted Prophetess — The Crown Prince — Religion and 
Insanity — Dr. Hawker and Mrs. Jordan, &c. &c. 

"This volume reminds us forcibly of that most delightful of all biographies, 'The 
Doctor,' to which indeed it is little if at all inferior."— Britannia. 

"It is the pious offering of one who may be deemed a proper follower in the footsteps 
of that good man, Legh Richmond."^— Ar^uS. 



SIX MONTHS OF 

A NEWFOUNDLAND fflSSIONAET'S JOUBNAL. 

By the Venerable Ardideacon WIX. 
Second Edition, in 1 Vol. 12mo., Price 4s. 6d. cloth. 
"This is one of the most interesting and affecting volumes we have ever read." 

Christian Rememrrancer. 
"We most ewnesftly recommend (his Journal to general notice; it is full of interest." 

British Magazine. 
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Author of ** May tou Likb it," &c. &c. 
1. 

BECOBDS OF A GOOD MAN'S LIFE. 

8eyeoth Edition, in 1 Tolnme small 8vo., Price Ts. neatly bound in doth. 

**We most earnestly recommend this work to the perusal of all those who desire 
instruction blended with amusement. A spirit of true piety breathes through every page ; 
and whilst the innocent recreation of the reader is amply consulted, his motives to virtue 
and morality receive an additional stimulus." — Monthly Rktibw. 

By the same Author, 

2. 

MONTAGUE ; OB, IS THIS BELIGION? 

A PAGE FROM THE BOOK OF THE WORLD. 

New Edition, in Foolscap 8vo., Illustrated, Price 6s. cloth, and 9s. morocco extra. 

<<To christian parents we recommend the work, as admirably adapted to remind them 
of their important duties, and their awful responsibility ; and to our young readers, as 
affording them much excellent advice and example, and displaying in the most lively 
colours the high rewards of filial obedience." — Christian Monitor. 

a 
A FIEESIDE BOOK: 

OR, THE ACCOUNT OF A CHRISTMAS SPENT AT OLD COURT. 
Second Edition, fcp. 8vo., Price 6s. doth, and 9s. morocco extra. 

<<This litde volume is a row of pearls strung upon a thread of gold. It has an elegant 
simplicity pervading it which is very pleasing, and a sterling value in its pure Christian 
morality, that gives it a still higher claim to praise."— Gentleman's Magazine. 

4. 

A VOLUME OF SEBMONS, 

ON THE DOCTRINES AND DUTIES OF CHRISTIANITY. 

Second Edition, Demy 12mo., Price 5s. boards. 

<< WeU meriting a high rank among the pious labours of the ministry, is this simple 
but admirable volume; directed to instruct and unprove even the most ignorant; whUe it 
reflects lustre on the Christian motives of its amiable author, it at the same time does 
honour to his talents."— Literary Gazette. 

5. 

Legends and becoeds, chieflt histoeicai. 

Contents: ^Lucy — Lorenzo; or, a Vision of Conscience — The Lady lisle — Ful- 

gentius and Meta— Anne of Cleves; or, Katharine Howard — George the Third — ^The Lady 
Russell— Guyon of Marseilles— The Earl of Strafford— Donna Francesca— Joan of Kent — 
The Lady Anne Carr— The Son and Heir— Leonora. 

In post 8vo., beautifuDy Illustrated, Price iOs. 6d. elegantly bound. 



THE CHnj) OF THE CHUECH OF ENGLAND. 

Price 2s. neatiy half-bound. 

" These are truly Christian Parents* Books, and happy would it be for the rising gene- 
ration if their instructors and tutors would put these admirable works of Mr. Tayler into 
the hands of the young, while their tender minds are yet open to receive the good im- 
pressions which they are so calculated to convey." — Christian Monitor. 
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SOCIAL EVILS AND THEIB EEMEDY: 

A SERIES OF NARRATIVES. 

By the Rev. C. B. TAYLER, MJi. 

The First Number, entitled <«THE MECHANIC," was pronounced to be "One of the 

most useful and interesting publications that had issued from the press." 

The following are the Contents of the different Numbers^ Price la. 6rf. each. 



VI. LIVE AND LET UVE; OR, THE 

MANCHESTER WEAVERS. 
Vn. THE SOLDIER. 
Vin. THE LEASIDE FARM. 



IL THE LADY AND THE LADY'S MAID. 
IlL THE PASTOR OF DRONFELLS. 

IV. THE LABOURER AND HIS WIFE. 

V. THE COUNTRY TOWN. 

Every two consecutive Numbers form a Volume, which may be procured, neatly bound. 

Price 4s. each. 

"The design of Mr. Tayler is praiseworthy ; his object being to counteract, by a series 

of tales illustrative of the power and necessity of religion in the daily and hourly concerns 

of life, Uhe confusion of error with truth in Miss Martinbau's Entbrtaiming 

Storibs.' " — Christian Rembmbrancbr. 



BOOKS FOE THE USE OF THE BLIND, 

Printed with a very distinct Raised Roman Letter^ adapted to their touch, 

£ s. d. 



THE BIBLE, 15 vols 8 

*/ Any Volume separately : — 







Vol. 1, Genesis 10 

— 2, Exodus and Leviticus .... 13 

— 3, Numbers 9 

— 4, Deuteronomy 7 6 

— 5, Joshua, Judges, and Ruth 10 

— 6, Samuel 11 

— 7, Kings 11 

— 8, Chronicles 110 



Vol. 9, Job, Ezra, and Nehemiah . . 9 

— 10, Psahns 13 

— 11, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song 

of Solomon, and Esther . . 8 6 

— 12, Isaiah 10 6 

— 13, Jeremiah and Lamentations . 11 

— U, Ezekiel 10 

— 15, Daniel, to the end ....'.... 11 

6d. each; John 4s. 6d.; Mark 4s. 



THE FOUR GOSPELS — Matthew and Luke, 5s. 
separately. 

THE CHURCH of ENGLAND CATECHISM 10 

CHURCH of SCOTLAND SHORTER CATECHISM 2 6 

SELECTIONS from EMINENT AUTHORS 16 

SELECTIONS of SACRED POETRY, with Tunes 2 

ARITHMETICAL BOARDS 10 6 

MAP of ENGLAND and WALES 2 

RUTH and JAMES 2 6 

REPORT and STATEMENT of EDUCATION 2 

SPECIMENS of PRINTING TYPE 2 6 

FIRST BOOK of LESSONS 10 

SECOND BOOK of LESSONS 2 

A SELECTION of JESOP'S FABLES, with Woodcuts 2 

LESSONS on RELIGION and PRAYER 1 6 

LESSONS on NATURAL RELIGION 2 

THE ACTS of the APOSTLES 5 6 

THE EPISTLES to the EPHESUNS and GALATUNS 3 

THE NEW TESTAMENT, complete, 4 vols, bound 2 

THE PSALMS and PARAPHRASES, 2 vols 16 

THE MORNING and EVENING SERVICES 2 6 

THE HISTORY of the BIBLE 2 

MUSICAL CATECHISM, with Tunes 3 6 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR 5 

TOD'S LECTURES, vol 1 and 2, each 2 6 

DESCRIPTION of LONDON by CHAMBERS 3 

MEDITATIONS on the SACRAMENT 4 

The Blind may now be taught to read at School, or even by their own friends at home. 
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THEENGUSHMASTEE; 

OR. STUDENT'S GUIDE TO REASONING AND COMPOSITION: 

Exhibiting an Analytioal View of the EngUsh Language, of the Human Mind, and of the 

Principles of fine Writing. 

By WQXIAII BANKS, Private Teacher of Composition, Intellectual Philosophy, &c. 

Second Edition, post 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. boards. 
'< We have examined with care and pleasure this valuable treatise of Mr. Banks, and 
strenuously recommend the volume as one of all others most fit to put into the hands of 
every English studenU'*— Weekly Retibw . 



A SYSTEM OF AEITHMETIC, 

With the Principles of Logarithms. Compiled for Merchant Taylors' School. 

By RICHARD PREDERICK CLARKE, Teacher. 

Second Edition, demy 12mo., Price 3s. bound. 

''The great object attained in this excellent work is a most judicious abridgment of the 

labour of teaching and learning every branch of Arithmetic, by rendering the Rules and 

Explanations so very simple and intelligible, that the study becomes a pleasure, instead of 

a task, to the youthful pupiL" 

THE GBAMMAETAN; 

OR, THE ENGLISH WRITER AND SPEAKER'S ASSISTANT: 

COMPRISING 



Made easy to Foreigners, with instances of their Misuse on the part of the Natives of England. 

ALSO 
8COTTZCZ8M8, 

Designed to correct Improprieties of Speech and Writing. 

By JAMES BEATTIE, LL.D. 

24mo. 8s. cloth boards. 



A NEW 

SPELLING-BOOK OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE; 

CONTAINING 

All the MonosyHables ; a copious selection of Polysyllables, carefully arranged and accented ; 

Progressive Lessons, chiefly firom the Holy Scripture ; a list of words of various Meanings ; 

a short Bible Catechism ; Questions on Scripture History ; and School Prayers. 

By J. S. MOORE, Master of the Brewers' Company's School. 

i2mo.. Price is. 6d. bound. 



A BOOK FOR THE COUNTING-HOUSE AND PRIVATE DESK. 
Recently published in demy 12mo., Price 5s. bound in cloth. 

AEITHMETIC UNVEILED: 

Being a Series of Tables and Rules, whereby most of the calculations in business may 
be either mentally performed, or so abridged as to save half the time usually employed. 
To which are annexed a Multiplication Table extended to 200 times 200, and Tables of 
Interest on an improved plan. The whole adapted to the use of both the first merchant 
and the most humble trader. 

By JAMES McDOWALL, Accountant. 
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1. 

THE HINDOOSTANEE INTEEPEETEB: 

GontaiEiing the Rudiments of Hindoostanee Grammar ; an extensive Vocabulary, English 
and Hindoostanee ; and a useful Golleclion of Dialogues. 

1 Vol. Svo., Price 8s. boards. 
2. 

THE HINDOOSTANEE JEST BOOK: 

Containing a choice coUection of Humorous Stories in Arabic and Roman Characters ; to 
which is added a Hindoostanee Poem, by BIeer Moohummud Tugeb. 

Second Edition, 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. 
3. 

THE PEESIAN MOONSHEE: 

Containing a copious Grammar, and a series of entertaining Stories; also the Pund- 
NAMU of Shykh-Sadee, being a compendium of Ethics, in verse, by that celebrated poet; 
to which is added, forms of Addresses, Petitions, Citations, Ronds, &c. The whole in the 
Arabic and Roman Characters; together with an English Translation. 

Second Edition^ revised, corrected, and translated into the Roman Character. 

Vol. I., Price 12s. 

4. 

A DICTIONAET, HINDOOSTANEE AND ENGLISH. • 

Abridged from the Quarto Edition of Major Joseph Taylor, as edited by the late 
W. Hunter, M.D. ; with the Appendix. 

Complete in 1 thick 8vo. Vol., Price 3/. 3s. boards. 

By WILLIAM CARMICHAEL SMYTH, Esq. 

Late of the Hon. E. I. Company's Rengal Gvil Service. 



THE TUEKISH INTEEPEETEE ; 

Reing a New and Complete Grammar of the Turkish Language. 

Ry Major CHARLES ROYD. 

Demy Svo., Price 12s. 

** We cannot hesitate to recommend it to all persons to whom such a publication is likely 
to be useful." — ^Atlas. 



THE MANNEES AND CUSTOMS OF SOCIETY IN INDIA; 

Including Scenes at the Mofnssil Stations, interspersed with Characteristic Tales and 
Anecdotes: to which is added 

A GUIDE TO CADETS 

And other Young Gentlemen, durmg their first Years' Residence in India. 

Ry Mrs. Major CLEMONS. 

In 1 Vol., Post 8vo., Price 9s. cloth lettered. 

<< We need not recommend this book; the space we have given to it is an ample proof 
of the pleasure we have enjoyed in its perusal. We earnestly advise every person inter- 
ested in India to read it.*' Atlas. 
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Just Published, tn Demy Syo^ Price iOs., handsomely bound in doth. 

THE COLUMBIAD. 

Comprising geographical sketcfaet and a narrative of nautical adfentures in the Eastern 
Seas, indoding the perils of a storm, and providential escape from shipwreck ;— with 
mediutions on a future state. 

ByABCHIBALD TUCKER RITCHIE, Esq. 



In Demy Svo., price 6s. bound. 

DATS IN THE EAST. 

A Poem in Two Cantos. 

Descriptive of Scenery in India, the departure from Home, the Voyage and subsequent 
Career of an Officer in the East India Company's Army. 

By JAMES HENRY BURKE, Esq., of Marble HiU; 
Lieutenant Bombay Engineers; Member of the Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Sodely. 

«The Stanzas of Mr. Burke bespeak at once high feeling, a vigorous cultivated intelli- 
gence, and a delicate poetic taste." Morhihg Herald. 
*<The execution is even finished and good."— Weekly Chroniglb. 



THE VOW OF THE GILEADITE, 

A Lyric Narrative. 

By WILUAM BROWN GALLOWAY, MA., Curate of Barnard CasUe. 

The profits, if any, will be given to the Poor. 

"The fine flowing style in which it is written, and the pure and hallowed feeling which 
seems to have dictated every line, are qualities sufficient to ensure for this Poem a lasting 
repuUtion."— City Chromiclb. 

Foolscap 8vo., Price 5$. doth. 



Just Published, Price 2s. 6d. sewed. 

A LETTER 

TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, Bart., M.R, &c. 

On the Condition of Eng^d, and on the Means of removing the Causes of Distress. 

By R. TORRENS, Esq., F.R.S. 

Just Published, Price 2s. sewed. 

FACTS VERSUS THEOEY; 

Or, a Retrospect of our past Policy, with Hints for future Improvement. 

By G. R. ROBINSON, Esq., 

Chairman of Lloyd's, and late Member of Parliament for the City of Worcester. 



For List of other Oriental and Emigration Works, see separate Catalogues. 
Londou: Printed by Stbwart Sc Muhkat, Old Bailey. 
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